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Ar the turn of the night, a dreadful ſtorm 
of thunder, lightning, wind and rain, broke 
over us; and the terrors natural to my ſex on 
ſuch occaſions, were doubled on finding the 
whole party were ſet on by a banditti A mo- 
ment before, and I ſhould have affirmed I had 
nothing to dread, yet ſo lively was my new fear, 
that even the vengeance of Elizabeth became 
nothing in the compariſon. | The ſervants of 
Lord Burleigh made a deſperate but vain reſiſt- 
ance ; and the whole were at length led away by 
the ruffians into a wood adjoining: where all, 
no doubt, like me, expected to be murdered. 
The ſtorm now began to abate, and the moon 
ſometimes forced its way through the volumes 
of black clouds which yet hung overig.. My. 
quickened ſenſes caught its gleams to:exartne tf” © 
any habitation, or other hope of refcue:was 


cues in 
view. In vain I ſtrained my fight. "The wood 
involved us entirely, and every feeble hope died 

e | | 2 | away, 
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away, when my eyes ſuddenly reſted on—ah, 

racious Heaven !—our own Receſs. Ves, the 
well-known entrance of the tomb preſented it- 
ſelf, and a thouſand. vague ideas of ſafety and 


danger mingling in my mind, as the robbers 


approached the litter to take me out, I ſcreamed, 
and ſwooned away. = 
Alas, my ſiſter, call to mind your own feel- 
ings, and gueſs at mine when I once more open - 
ed my eyes in the great room of our Receſs — 


that room once hallowed with the prayers of 


father Anthony, and the preſence of Mrs. Mar- 
low—that room where-once the portraits of our 


parents ſmiled peace and ſecurity-on their now 


deſolate offspring—how hideous was the change! 


—its bare walls, grimed with a thouſand un- 


couth and frigatful images, preſented only a 


| faint picture of the preſent poſſeſſors, on whole 


hardened faces I dared not fix my fearful eyes. 
Conſidering. me but as accidental plunder, 
they were wholly engroſſed by the old Lord 


Burleigh; in whom ſome important view ſeem- 


ed to centre, I ſhrunk from the terrible ſcene, 


and called upon the awful ſhades of thoſe moſt 
dear to me, to appal, in turn, the deſperate 
wretches who made the time- ſtruck walls re- 
ſound with threats and execrations. My ſhock- 
ed eyes ſought the ground as a relief, and fixed 
upon a well-known object It was that ring of 
Mrs. Marlow's, with which father Anthony 
wedced you to Lord Leiceſter, and well I re- 
membered that ring was on your hand when laſt 
we parted. I ſtooped impatiently for it my 
ſenſes more fully recognized its ſetting.— The 
dreadful truth flaſhed upon my mind. Alas! 


my ſiſter and Lord Leiceſter are alike enſnared, 
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roaned I forth without any conſideration— well 
[ know they muſt be here—Oh, in what dun- 

eon have you hid them?“ © Your ſiſter, fair 
7 returned one of the villains, will an 
odious grin; comrades, our Captain will thank 
us for this prize, this muſt be ſhe he talked ſo 
much about when the other travellers , threw 
themſelves into our hands. —Make yourſelf eaſy, 
miſtreſs, your ſiſter is locked up as ſafe as cords 


can keep her.” 


All the anguiſh I had before felt became no- 
thing at this moment. My ſiſter in this dun- 
geon? cried I; oh, born to ſuffer with me, 
dear Matilda! how will that ſoft frame, always 
unequal to the trials of life, and now entirely 
debilitated, ſupport theſe horrors ! Alas, Sirs, 
if there is yet in your hearts one touch of hu- 
man pity, conduct me to this tender ſufferer, 


and let her die in my arms.” All in good 


time, young woman,” replied another, with an 
air ſo ſurly, as awed even my convulſed ſoul to 
ſilence. 5 . | 1 

Lord Burleigh ſtill was their great object; 
threats, and oaths were exhauſted on him: 


when, to conſummate the terrors of that mo- 
ment, the name of Williams reached me. That 
name expounding both the paſt and future, 
wrought my fears up to frenzy, I caſt my wild 
eyes around in ſearch of any means to die, and 
could in that terrible moment, like Portia, have 
ſwallowed fire; when da tumult without the 
room, at once ſuſpended that within it. The 
ſound of piſtols, the precipitate entrance of ſuch 
of the robbers as were not already round us, fol- 
lowed by many unknown perſons, inſtantly con- 
vinced me Heaven had delivered us from our op- 


preſſors, 


6 r NC 

preſſors, by ſome means leſs ſhocking to huma- 
nity, than thoſe deſpair had filled my thoughts 
with. A dreadful conteſt enſued, but our deli- 
verers prevailing, immediately began to unbind 
Lord Burleigh ! who, almoſt mute with exceſ- 
ſive ſurprize, found in them a train of his own 
domeſtics from the adjoining Abbey of St. Vin- 
cent, which I underſtood was now one of his 


ſeats. Nor was their amazement leſs at meeting 


with their Lord in this newly diſcovered den. 
I comprehended the whole in a moment; and 
plainly perceived the ſervants of Lord Burleigh 
muſt have come through the ſubterraneous paſ- 
ſage, that communicated with the Abbey; I 
recollected that it was unknown to Williams, 
nor doubted but you and Lord Leiceſter had 
eſcaped through it. Overwhelmed with the 
bleſſed events comprized in this deliverance, I 
forgot I had any thing ſtill to fear; and not con- 
ſidering Lord Burleigh as my keeper, I ſaw in 
him only a fellow-ſufferer. 1 roſe with alacrity, 
and led the way to the dungeon which commu- 
nicated with the Abbey; thoſe who newly came 
from thence following me in ſilent aſtoniſhment. 
T perceived the cords with. which you and my 
Lord had been bound, and demanded you of the 
ſervants with a joyful impatience. {ord Bur- 
leigh learnt from my incoherent tranſports, a 


truth I had refuſed before to inform him of: 
that chance had impriſoned us in the very ſpot 


where you and I were bred. Wholly taken up 


with my own exclamations, and regardleſs of 


the filence of my followers, I hailed the 'en- 


trance of the Abbey, ſo long our happy aſy- 


lum. Ah, Heavens, how cruelly were theſe 
lively emotions repelled and extinguiſhed, when 
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by the command of Lord Burleigh, his ſervants 
once more ſeized me as a priſoner, and attempted 
to lead me towards a remote apartment. With 
a heart humbled and broken by ſo many ſuccel- 
ſive frights and afflictions, I ſunk at his feet, 
not diſdaining the moſt ſubmiſſive attitude, and 
only ſolicited to fee you. I reminded him of 

the dangers he and I had ſhared together, and 
conjured him to remember you alone could have 
opened the paſſage which led us all to freedom, 
—unleſs he baſely reſolved to become to me a 

murderer, as dreadful as thoſe from whom we 


had juſt eſcaped. Inexorably cold, he replied, 


my unguarded acknowledgments only gave 
him ftronger reaſon to imagine much was yet 
concealed; and that whenever I would reſolve to 
be wholly ſincere, I ſhould not want his intereſt 


with his roy:1 miſtreſs.” Breaking from thoſe 


trembling hands, which every moment more en- 
feebled, he ordered his ſervants to bear me into 
the grated room at the end of the eaſtern eloiſter. 
You cannot but remember the diſmal place. 
Half ſunk in ruin, and overhung with ivy, and 
trees of growth almoſt immemorial, it appeared 
the very cell of melancholy. Alas, her pale re- 
preſentative took poſſeſſion of it in myfelf. The 
maſſy bars no ſooner gave aſſurance that I was 
ſecure, CY conductors impatiently flew to 

rejoin the reſt, and learn the news of the family. 


Jo me that ſmall relief was barbarouſly denied. 


So near the cauſe and partaker of my ſorrows, 
they were deſtined to flow in ſolitude; nor could 


imagination decide whether you were yet a pri- 


ſoner, or had again eſcaped. How terrible are 


the vague ſuſpicions of an impaſſioned mind, 


when deprived of every means of certitude'! 


The 
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The pale gleams of the moon ſeemed. every mo- 
ment to people the dungeon they glanced through 
—my pulſe beat with redoubled ſtrength and 
quickneſs—the whole cloiſter reſounded the long 
night with diſtant feet, but they came not to 
me—fearfully I often ſtarted when ſinking into 
a lethargy, rather than ſlumber, by the echo of 
ſome remote voice, which fancy continually told 
me I knew, but it died away ere memory could 
aſſign it an owner; and though my fertile brain 
exhauſted poſſibility, the dawning day realized 
no other objects, than thoſe dreary ones my 
chamber preſented. The bats and owls began 
to retire to their haunts in my neighbourhood, 
and the ſhort viſit of the riſing ſun, only ſhewed 
me the limits of a dark and diſmal 5 5 By 
this time both mind and body were alike ex- 
hauſted, and a miſt appeared to envelop my 
ſenſes, which ſtill recall a thouſand fleetin F 
forms, by turns ſurrounding me, till fatigue + 2? 
threw me into a deep ſleep. - | 3 
It was at length interrupted by a maid who 
brought me breakfaſt, and a Ne O01 from her 
Lord, that if I would inform him what was 
i wanting to my comfort and accommodation, his 
orders ould immediately upply it.” I caſt my 
eyes expreſſively around, and bid her tell him in 
one word, every thing.” The woman ſeem- 
ed affected; I ſnatched the fortunate moment, 
and putting my purſe into her hand, aſked in 
return only to know the fate of Lord Leiceſter 
and my ſiſter. I learnt, to my inexpreſſible re- 
lief, both had, by ſome incomprehenſible means 
again eſcaped, and that Lord Burleigh's gene- 
Tous daughter was confined as their abettor. A 
haſty ſummons to the maid left me once more 
e e | alone; 
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alone; but the news ſhe had communicated, 


and the idea that the amiable Roſe might here- 


after be alike ready to relieve my diſtreſſes, gave 
a new turn to my ſpirits, which now gathered 
courage to retrace the paſt, and look into the 
future. | | 
Although unable to comprehend what the 
urgent motives could be which impelled Lord 
Leiceſter and my ſiſter to ſo precipitate a flight, 
every thing argued that they were deſperate : for 
that it was ſudden and without preparation, 
their intention of taking ſhelter in the Receſs 
ſtrongly indicated; and whenever I recollected 
the 1 ſituation of Matilda, I ſhared 
with her that compaſſion ſelf is but too apt to 
engroſs. Was there a ſpot of St. Vincent's 
Abbey, however gloomy, which did not call to 
my mind ſome inſtance of that neg, affec- 
tion, and nobility of heart, which diſtinguiſh- 
ed my Matilda? and could I remember theſe, 
yet doubt that by whatever chance I was deſert- 
ed, your will could have no ſhare in it? Be- 
lieve me, my ſiſter, the firſt prayers I addreſſed 
to Heaven in my priſon were for your ſafety. 
When time and ſolitude reſtored me reaſon 
enough coolly to conſider my own ſtate, I faw 
no immediate danger it could teem with. Though 
a victim to the fears of Elizabeth, and the 
policy of Lord Burleigh, I had not yet learnt to 


_ conſider them as mere murderers, and if Long 


were not ſo, impriſonment was the only evil I 
could have to apprehend, nay even that might 
perhaps be ſhort, as it was undoubtedly both 
illegal and unjuſt. Malice itſelf could affix on 
me no other crime than that of being daughter to 


the Queen of Scots; a fatal truth which Eliza- 
Vol. II. : B | | beth 
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beth would gladly forget, but ſurely never pub- 
liſh. Could I reſolve, therefore, to endure 
with patience the puniſhment ſo unworthily 
impoſed on me, I might in time emerge unſul- 
lied to diſtinction. I called upon the example 
of her who gave me being, to ſupport my droop- 
ing ſpirits, and ſhould perhaps have vied with 
her in fortitude, but that one cheriſhed grief 
wound round my aching heart, and often wrun 

forth its deareſt drops. Eſſex, the moſt abe 
of mankind; that faithful lover, whoſe ardent 
prayers, whoſe generous propoſals, I had obſti- 
nately reſiſted, when his irritated mind ſeemed 
daringly to lift the veil of futurity, and pierce 
through thoſe complicated dangers which fol- 
lowed our parting—Ah, what ſhould guard him, 


when my loſs was diſcovered, from giving way 


to his injured and exaſperated affection ? If for- 
tune ſhould even ſeparate him and Lord Leiceſ- 
ter, how could I] be certain Elizabeth herſelf 
would be fafe from his reproaches, and who was 
ever ſafe from her vengeance, when once thus 
deſperately awakened ? The premature fate of 
my much-honoured father, the noble Norfolk, 
returned upon my memory—the tower, the diſ- 
mal tower, ſcaffolds, axes, a bleeding lover, and 
a broken heart, daily paſſed in long array before 
me, and peopled the ſolitude to which 1 was ſo 
unjuſtly condemned, 

; The decency with which I was attended and 
ſerved, convinced me both Elizabeth and her 
Miniſter had ſtill terms to keep with me; but 
the ſervant who had ventured to anſwer me was 
impeached by thoſe who waited without the 
door, and my purſe being found upon her, no 
doubt became a ſufficient proof of guilt. Cer- 


tainly 


h 
Ms 


THE RECESS, &c. = 


tainly I ſaw her no more, and-the women de- 
puted in her place, were either too guarded, or 
too ignorant, to inform me on any ſubject, had 
I left myſelf money to try their fidelity. | 
I had once been ſo accuſtomed to ſecluſion, 
that it would ſoon have loſt its horrors, had my 
misfortunes reſted here; but reſolved, however, 
not to augment them by vain and fruitleſs 
repining, f demanded ſuch books as Ns 
ftrengthen and amuſe my mind: thus oppoſing 
the wiſdom of ages, to the pangs of the moment. 
By ſharing a part of my food with the birds 
which inhabited the over- hanging trees, I drew 
around me ſome mute aſſociates, who more 
grateful than the ſuperior beings that venture 
to look down on them, are always attached by 
benefits. : 5 
This lethargic tranquillity was ſoon inter- 
rupted by a viſit from Lord Burleigh. With the 
fair language of an experienced courtier, he 
* commended my reſignation to an inevitable 
fate, and admired the wiſe uſe I made of con- 
finement, in thus applying myſelf to enrich my 
underſtanding ; aſſuring me he went beyond his 
orders for my accommodation, but that' an ex- 
preſs which arrived over-night from the Queen, 
had at laſt put it in his power to reſtore. that li- 
berty, he had by her command deprived me of.“ 
My heart leaped at ſo unhoped an alteration in 
my fate, but he intercepted the tranſport ere it 
reached my lips, and ſent it back a dead weight 
into my boſom. ** Think not therefore, fair 
lady, ſaid he, that her Majeſty's indulgence is 
unconditional— She wills, if ever you paſs 
theſe walls, it is as the wife of Lord Arlington.“ 
— They will then be my grave, my Lord, 
. „ returned 


0 at 
als AYE IEG 4 


| AR beef + . 
— — 1 1 
2 — » = 1 — : 
e D IRIS. x e 
- J 4 


10 THE RECESS, e. 


returned I, in bitterneſs of ſpirit ; ſhame on 
her indulgence, inhuman tyrant !“ “' Moderate 

ur wrath, reſumed he in the ſame equal tone, 
after your bold attempt to impoſe on her by 
forged teſtimonials of an impoſſible marriage, and 
ſuppoſitious birth, you ought rather to imagine 
ſhe treats you with lenity.“ “ Forged teſtimo- 
nals? retorted I with great acrimony, why 
then did ſhe ſo carefully deſtroy them ? but ſhe 
deftroyed them, my Lord, in vain—look down 
bleſt ſpirits of thoſe who once owned this noble 
manſion! look down thou dear departed ſiſter of 


the murdered Norfolk [look down too, rever- 


ed Mrs. Marlow, thou gentle guardian of our 

outh, and fay to whom we owe our being ?— 
N. why do I call the bleſſed from their reward, 
to authenticate thoſe rights the malice of Eliza- 
beth cannot annihilate? Oh, Royal Mary, dear 
unknown mother, how wpuld the tender yearn- 
ings of thy boſom juſtify the aflertions of thy 
perſecuted ec "uy did not a cruel] tyrant, by 
a double injuſtice, encloſe in ſeparate priſons 
the mother and the child ?—bring us but toge- 
ther, and you ſhall find' I am not com- 
miſſioned to parley on ſo delicate a ſubject, re- 
plied the crafty Lord Burleigh, —ere you give way 
to theſe violent tranſports, remember how fatal 
they may prove — over the head of the Queen of 


Scots, the ſword has long hung only by a ſingle 


thread—it is now put into your hand conſider 
well ere next I ſee you, who, aud what you will 
be;” with theſe tremendous words he roſe and 
left me—left me—ah, how? Convulſed, anni- 
hilated, a terror hitherto unknown ſeemed to 
fix every feature, and freeze every ſenſe. Oh, 


thou, whoſe awful will alone could authorize 


this 
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this nameleſs inflition, gave me ſtrength to bear 
it, ſighed forth my ſhocked ſoul! Can I then 
deſerve the title of daughter, only by renouncing 
all claim to itꝰ My mother, my gracions royal 
mother, who even when overwhelmed with woes, 
didſt take ſuch tender care of the little unfortu - 
nates to whom thou gaveſt being; ah, were their 
lives preſerved but to ſhorten thine? Medita- 
tions like theſe almoſt ſhook the ſeat of reaſon : 
and I reſolved to conform to the moſt inhuman 
command of Elizabeth, rather than ſuffer the 
horrible ſcene his laſt implication preſented, to 


paſs another hour before my bewildered ſenſes. 


It was ſurely at this tremendous crifis in m 


life, my fermented blood firſt adopted and che- 


riſhed thoſe exuberances of paſſion, which ever 
after warped the equality and merit of my cha- 
racter; that blood now boiling in my veins, 
joined with a diſordered imagination to call 
around me a thouſand viſionary inconſiſtent 
forms, to whoſe voices my burning heart reſ- 
ponded—now ſlowly retreating to every vital 
ſource, the very powets of being ſeemed to con- 


geal, and I remained for hours a breathing icicle. 


Whenever the firſt ſenſation actuated me, the 
ſtrong deſire of ſaving my mother ſtill returned; 
and in theſe dire revolutions of conſtitution, 
four and twenty dreadful hours elapſed. 

Lord Burleigh, at the ſame time the next day, 
came once more to learn my final reſolution. 
Scarce able to reply, or raiſe my heavy eyes 
from the ground, in which they ſought, and 
ſaw, only a grave, my whole appearance ftrong- 
ly proved how I had paſſed the interval. The 
deſolate acquieſcence my filence beſpoke, en- 
couraged him to produce a paper. He began 
| | | reading, 
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reading it, while rivetted with a new ſurprize J 
liſtened to the incredible and diſgraceful forgery, 
as if I had loſt every other ſenſe than that of ear. 
It was called, as I think, „the voluntary con- 
feſſion of Ellinor, on behalf of herſelf and 
ſiſter Matilda; and ſet forth, that ſoon after 
Mary Queen of Scots ſought ſhelter in England, 
(under the protection of her ſiſter Elizabeth) 
for divers politick and ambitious -reaſons, (as 
frſt, in caſe her only ſon ſhould die, and leave 
her without iſſue, on which to ſupport her 
claim to Great Britain, as well as to the king- 
dom ſhe had lately abandoned; next to attach 
to her intereſt the diſloyal perſons into whoſe 
charge ſhe was given) ſhe reſolved to pretend 
to have made a marriage with T homas Howard, 
Duke of Norfolk; and by the aid and con- 
federacy of his ſiſter, the Lady Scroope, (whoſe 
Lord was her keeper) together with that 
of divers Scottiſh ſervants, as well as of one 
Gertrude Marlow (the baſtard ſiſter of Lord 
Scroope) the ſaid Queen of Scots did feign a 
pregnancy, and in proceſs of time a delivery 
of two daughters, who were, with the aſſiſtance 
of the ſaid confederates, brought up in ſecrecy, 
by the ſaid Gertrude Marlow, till ſuch times 
as Mary ſhould judge fit to produce them ; 
and that ſundry teſtimonials were invented, 
drawn, and witneſſed by ſaid parties, tend- 
ing to legitimate faid ſurreptitious offspring at 
the pleaſure of the Queen of Scots, by the 
names of Matilda and Ellinor, The faid Elli- 
nor underſtanding, in proceſ* of time, the above 
plauſible colluſion, and ſorely repenting the 
_ offence againſt Elizabeth, Queen of England, 
her Jawful Lady and Sovereign, doth on be- 

| | | half 
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| half of herſelf and ſiſter Matilda, freely ac- 
knowledge, and ſolemnly affirm, that they do 
not believe themſelves born of the ſaid Mary 
Queen of Scots, but have reaſon to know their 
parents of a low degree, who, for the Jucre of 
gain reſigned them for ever, to be done with as 
the ſaid Queen of Scots, and her confederates, 
thought beſt. This declaration is made and 
ſigned on the ſpot where Ellinor owns herſelf and 
filter were thus ſecretly brought up, to, wit, the 
Abbey of St. Vincent, the ſeat of the late Lord 
Scroope, in the preſence of, &c.“ Having con- 
cluded this notable memorial of villainy, he 
ſummoned ſeveral domeſtics, and put a pen into 
my hand. My unfubdued, indignant foul, 
ſpurned at the idea of villifying both myſelf and 
mother, even to fave her life. I would have 
ſpoke, but ere grief and rage could be converted 
into language, he transfixed me with a look; 
and holding before my eyes 2n order for the ex- 
ecution of the Queen of Scots, ſigned, dated, 
authentic, complete in every form, my ſhud- 
dering nature could not endure the conflict, I 
raſhly ſcrawled my name, and ſnatching that 
tremendous mandate he yet held before me, tore 
it into a thouſand atoms, and ſunk upon the 
ground in the moſt violent convulſions. They) 
were fo rapid and dreadful, that to have left me 
alone had been little elſe than murder. His 
domeſtics attended me with a humanity un- 
known to their Lord; and theſe fits at laſt gave 
place to a frenzy fever. Alas, during its raging 
paroxyſms, I doubtleſs continually confuted the 
infamous tale I had witneſſed; for every effect- 
ing remembrance preſſed upon my confuſed and 
weakened mind, —My mother, my ſiſter, and 
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my love, by turns bled before my eyes; and 
death preſented himſelf in every form dear to 
me, while I vainly invoked him to take my 
own. 
* Exhauſted nature ſeemed to reſt on the very 
verge of the grave.—Ah, had I then ſunk into 
it, how many pangs had I been ſpared !—the 
care of my attendants fo far recovered me, as to 
enable me to quit my bed, when pronouncing 
me well, they left me to my own meditations— 
a hideous train, my fiſter—to add to their bit- 
terneſs, fancy had now thrown a new colour on 
my fate—how if this infamous forgery had been 
extorted from me, only to ſtigmatize my ſiſter 
and myſelf? —A ſtill more aggravating idea 
ſprung from that—W hat ſhould prevent Eliza- 
beth from preſenting to the eyes of the unfor- 
tunate Queen of Scots a defamatory declaration, 
which muſt give her a ſtab no leſs mortal than 
the blow it ſaved her from, though perhaps 
more flow? how indeed, if fo, could JI hope ſhe 
would ever forget or forgive an inſtance of de- 
pravity, apparently as unaccountable as it was 
ſhocking? finally, (oh grief yet more pungent) 
might not the Queen take pleaſure in wringing 
the haughty ſoul of Eſſex, by ſhewing him the 
unhappy object of his deareſt affections for ever 
ſtigmatized by her own hand? — This painful 
aſſemblage of ideas and objects, was too much 
for my hurt brain I groaned, I ſhrieked, I re- 
lapſed, and very nearly obtained the relief J ſo 
much longed for. | 
Impelled thus by tyranny down the. precipice 
of fate, my ſwift courſe ſeemed ready to bury 
me in the gulph it overhangs, when another 
projecting point interpoſed, and ſuddenly 8 
| ped 
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d me.—I recollected that in thus reſigning 
myſelf to the ſtroke, I rendered the laſt fatal blot 
my own hand had fixed on my character inde- 
lible; that while I lived I had yet a chance of 
juſtifying my intention, in an act which reflect- 
ed alike on myſelf and all dear to me. By a 
weakneſs for which 1 cannot account, I ſud- 
denly became more willing to ſupport all the 
evils of a life thus prolonged, than the idea of 
an unknown'end, and unhonored grave. | 

My conſtitution, deſtined to ſtruggle with ſtill 
greater calamities, ſunk not wholly under the 
impreſſion of theſe; but the period of recovery 
was marked by a gloom and dejection I can never 
forget. Silence was now no leſs my habit than 
inclination, and I often fancied myſelf incapa- 
ble of ſpeaking. Lord Burleigh, by a ſecond 
viſit, called together every enfeebled power 
remaining. Regarding my altered countenance 
with an air of inſidious pity, he lamented the 
painful duty impoſed on him by the Queen. 
Eſtranged from ſympathy ſo long, that the leaſt 
mark of it affected me, I ſunk into languor-and 
tears. Unhappy young creature, reſumed 
he, deſtined every way to condemn yourſelf, 
hear all I am commiſſioned now to ſay, and 
finally decide your own fate. I need hardly in- 
form you on whatever grounds your connection. 
with the Queen of Scots is founded, a due re- 
gard for herſelf, and the peace of the kingdom 
of England, will not allow my royal miſtreſs to 
enlarge one whoſe high ſpirit and diſtinguiſhed 
underſtanding muſt ſo greatly aid whatever cauſe 
ſhe is a party in. But when the attachment 
between you and the Earl of Eſſex is conſidered, 

(whoſe ambition and daring temper ſufficiently 
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alarm the prudent part of the Queen's counſel- 
lors, unaſſiſted as he yet is by any imaginary 
rights) it is obvious that one way alone can you 
hope for freedom.“ At the dear name of Eſſex, 
to which my ear had been ſo long eſtranged, 
every emotion that had gathered ſlowly toward 
my heart, ſpread in wild perturbation through 
my frame. I faintly repeated it, but Lord Bur- 
leigh motioned me to filence, and I confined to 
contemptuous glances my opinion of the re- 
mainder of his ſpeech.—““ I ſhall not conceal 
from you, returned he, that Eſſex had influence 
enobgh over the Queen to make her for a while 
ſuppreſs her ſentiments on this error in his con- 
duct. Perhaps ſhe would have truſted to time 
for otherwiſe matching you, but that this hot- 
headed, raſh young man! —I groaned- in impa- 
tient filence— he caſt on me an attentive eye and 
purſued his ſubject.—“ After finding it vain to 
hope he ſhould diſcover your aſylum, (for which 
1] muſt tell you he ſpared neither threats, intrea- 
ties, money, or aſſiduity)q he completely irritated 
Elizabeth by uniting. himſelf in a plot to 
releaſe the Queen of Scots. Providentially for 
my royal miſtreſs it tranſpired in time, and the 
traitors are taken. The chief object of her in- 
dignation mult of courſe be him ſhe ſo greatly 
favoured. Convinced you are the only cauſe of 
his rebellious practices, nothing but your mak- 
ing another choice can ſave him from expiating 
them on the block. A fond weakneſs renders 
Elizabeth ſtill anxious to preſerve him. For 
my own. part J confeſs the ſafeſt remedy I ſhall 
always think the beſt.” —*<© Ah, let him live, 
groaned I, adopting at once the train of ideas he 
fo artfully arranged, though not for me! Even 


Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth is merciful, and ſhall I then condemn 
him? Rob the world of an unequalled orna- 
ment, only becauſe I am not permitted to pof- 
ſeſs it? —I will no more haunt her ſlumbers—1 
will no more gild his—of what conſequence is 
the name I am called by during the few days I 
linger in this miſerable world? Inform me, my 
Lord, but how I can ſave him.“ The ſame 
reaſons that concur in obliging the Queen to 
ſeparate you and Effex, ſaid the crafty Burleigh, 
will equally prevent her from matching you 
with any man gifted with his aſpiring qualities: 
yet as it is not her wiſh wholly to debaſe you, 
Lord Arlington was to me the meſſenger of her 
will;” (I ſhuddered at the fatal name). the 
dounded capacity he poſſeſſes is one motive for 
her chuſing him, as it enſures her own ſafety ;. 
and his titles and fortunes another, as thoſe are 
diſtinctions ſhe is not willing to deprive you of. 
You marry him, or he returns directly, and his 
return is the ſignal for Lord Eſſex's execution.“ 

Yet weak and unrecovered, my mind wanted. 
firmneſs to enter into all the reaſons which 
ſhould regulate my conduct. Alas, I ſaw no 
more of my own fate, than was inſeparably in- 
terwoven with that of my lover. —Urged by the 
generous exceſſes of which I knew his heart 
capable, he has for my ſake then endangered his 
honor, liberty, and life. Perhaps that danger 
is exaggerated, hinted prudence —but oh, if - 
not—if actuated by fear and rage Elizabeth 
ſhould condemn him to the block, as ſhe already 
had my father, for no greater crime - my wound- 
ed ſoul ſhrunk from the bare idea —long faint- 
ings and delirium followed fancy realized 
every image fraud had preſented; I ſeemed to 

N behold 
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behold every moment the choſen of my heart 
tried, ſentenced, executed; I drenched the 
maimed, yet beauteous form my eyes for ever 
worſhipped in my tears, and hardly could be 
perſuaded, during my lucid Fear, A that he 
yet lived, and that his fate ſtill depended on my 
determination. _ | 

Lord Burleigh, faithful to the ungenerous 


truſt repoſed in him, and weary of the taſk of 
confining me, took a willing advantage of the 


weakened ſtate of my intellects, to wring from 
me a compliance with the wiſh of Elizabeth. 
I was now releaſed from my priſon, and the 
Chaplain and family being aſſembled, Lord 
Arlington was introduced, the contracts ſigned, 
and a tearful midnight marriage abruptly ſolem- 
nized, during which my abſtracted mind pur- 
fued a thouſand diſtant ideas. 


VV 


| Wedded—loſt—annihilated—the woful miſ- 


treſs of a magnificent ſolitude, where my inward 


eyes traced for ever the revered ſteps of thoſe. 


who were no longer to be found on earth, one 
only conſolation could my exhauſted heart ſup- 
ply. I die, that Eſſex may live—lI ſigh, that 
he may breathe freely.” — But, oh! ſuch ſighs, 
they ſeemed to tincture with blackneſs and me- 
lancholy the very air that received them. Lord 
Arlington wanted judgment alike to ſubdue the 
deep regrets of filent ſufferance, or to yield to 
them. My mind could never hold any correſ- 
pondence with his; and by this means alone 
was I ignorant, for a time, of a calamity, which 
when known, totally overwhelmed me: — Alas, 


my 
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my ſiſter, by a refinement in barbarity, our 


ſainted mother was led to execution, almoſt at 


the very moment I was defaming you and my- 
ſelf to ſave her. This climax of grief and 


misfortune was too mighty for my reaſon—TI 


had paſſed from fear to fear, from ſorrow to 
ſorrow, in ſuch rapid ſucceſſion, that there were 


only intervals enough of time to render each 
more poignant. In one ſhort month to behold 


myſelf deceived, defamed, and ſacrificed—LI 
blended the bitter tears of ſelf-love with thoſe 
of filial duty and affection. The idea of Eſſex 
remained engrained on my heart, and doubled 
every agonizing ſenſation. Lord Arlington, 
however, returned to Court, and*gave me the 


little relief of ſolitude. 


Severed at once from every tie both of nature 
and of choice, dead while yet breathing, the 
deep melancholy which ſeized upon my brain 
ſoon tinctured my whole maſs of blood—m 
intellects ſtrangely blackened and confuſed, fre- 
uently realized ſcenes and objects that never 


exiſted, annihilating many which daily paſſed 


before my eyes. I ſometimes obſerved the ſtrong 
ſurprize of my attendants when I ſpoke of theſe 
viſions, but much oftener I remained lethargic 
and inſenſible. There were moments when I 
ſtarted as from a deep fleep, (and oh, how deep 


| a fleep is that of the ſoul !)—turned my dubious 


eyes around with vague remembrance—touched 
my own hand, to be convinced I yet exiſted 
trembled at the ſound of my own voice, or 
raiſing my uncertain eye toward the blue vault 
of Heaven, found in the all-chearing ſun: a 
ſtranger. —Alas | my ſiſter, look no more in this 
ſad recital for the equal minded rational Ellinor 


you 
N 7 
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you once ſaw me? ſenſations too acute for either 
endurance or expreſſion, from this fatal period 
blotted every noble faculty, often ſubſtituting 
impulſe for judgment. Always ſenſible of my 
wandering the moment it was paſt, ſhame con- 
tinually ſucceeded, and united every miſery of 
madneſs and reaſon. | 
Spring reviving all nature, extends its genial 
influence even to the withered heart. 
My intervals became more calm and frequent. 
I gathered ſtrength to walk into the garden — 
there 1 ſlowly retraced to myſelf the fatal whole, 
and began to find, or fancy it more ſupportable. 
That F had been a dupe to Elizabeth and her 
miniſter, was too obvious; but I was willing 
to acquit the weak man, perhaps ſufficiently 
puniſhed in a wife like me, of having been a 
confederate in their plots. I had long been the 
object of his choice, and it is a common error 
among his ſex to be careleſs of the means by 
which their views ſucceed, provided they attain 
them. But my feeble efforts toward recovery 
requiring 27 indulgence, I wrote to Lord 
Arlington, aſſuring him, „I would make the 


deſt uſe of my returning reaſon, in forming m 


heart to the future performance of thoſe pain- 
ful duties, a combination of fatal circumſtances 
had impoſed on it; but that the taſk was too 
difficult not to claim every allowance on his 
part; and concluded with hoping, ſolitude 


would enable me one day to meet him with 


feelings leſs embittered.”? | 
With my intellectual powers too returned my 
affections. The myſtery of your fate, my ſiſter, 


and that of Lord Leiceſter, racked my weary 


imagination in vain. I encloſed in the letter 
4. a : ; to 
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to Lord Arlington a billet to Lady Pembroke. 


It contained only an enquiry- for you. 


When theſe letters were diſpatched, I bent 


my every thought to fulfilling the promiſe made 


in the firſt. A thouſand times on my knees 1 
beſought the Almighty to confirm thoſe upright 


ſentiments he alone could infpire; I ſtrove to 
obliterate every remembrance of the human 
means by which his will was effeQed, and con- 
| fidering it only in the light of Bs will, tried 


meekly to ſubmit to it. Alas, the anſwer of 
Lady Pembroke ſhook every juſt determination 
a eee terror, and affection were ob- 
vious in every line of it—eagerly ſhe ſolicited 
news of myſelf, and the incomprehenſible means 


which firſt reſtored me to Sr. Vincent's Abbey, 


as well as thoſe which fixed me there by ſo ex- 
traordinary a marriage. - TE * 

From her letter I at laſt underſtood a part of 
your motives for ſo ſuddenly abſenting your- 
ſelves. I found too you had happily arrived in 


France, by the accounts many had received 
from you; when all at once (ſhe added) the 


correſpondence broke off, and every effort at 
renewing it only increaſed the ſadneſs and per- 
plexity of your friends. That Le Val, having 
_ the orders left by his Lord in haſtening 

enilworth, came on from thence to the 
Receſs; which he found thrown open, as well 
as that his Lord had infallibly been there. Not 
able to gather any further information, he came 
back to London, there to wait Lord Leiceſter's 
directions; but none arriving, this extraordi- 
nary and alarming filence induced the faithful 


Steward to return to his native country, in 
ſearch of his Lord, Fear and grief having how- 


ever 
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ever ſeized upon his heart, a bad paſſage wrought 
both up to a criſis, and he died immediately on 
his landing. That every other meſſenger and 
friend had been equally unſucceſsful; though 
many had traced you as far as Rouen, Nor had 
the myſtery of. your fate ever yet tranſpired, 
though Lord Leiceſter was admitted to be dead 
by every body. It was given out he expired in 


his way to Kenilworth Caſtle. Certainly he 


was there laid in ſtate, and afterwards interred 
at Warwick: but notwithſtanding this report 


was apparently believed, as having the weight 


of the Queen's credence, the ſtrongeſt doubts 
aroſe in the minds of his friends and relations, 
upon her ſeizing Kenilworth Caſtle, and various 
poſſeſſions of his, as a ſecurity for ſums due to 
her: a conduct little agreeing with the indul- 
gence ſhe had for ſo many years ſhewn towards 
him. In fine, having bribed the ſervants em- 
ployed in blazoning this pompous fiction, the 


family were 8 aſſured, the body buried 


under the name of Lord Leiceſter, was one 
procured for that purpoſe. 
Almoſt petrified by this myſterious and affect- 
ing recital, I ſtrove in vain to expound it; that 
Lord Leiceſter was dead could hardly be doubt- 
ed, but when, where, or how, imagination 


could not fathom. Yet the conduct of the 


Queen proved her too well informed. Ah, 


where then is now my Matilda? Where then 
that more unfortunate being, than even myſelf? 
Convinced, by a compariſon of circumſtances, 


that your death would alike have been publiſh- 


ed, but that by ſome undiſcoverable event you 


ſurvived your Lord, I was led to conclude ſome 
convent in France ſtill ſupplied you a grave to 
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groan in: yet even if ſo, why bury with you 
that knowledge, for want of which ſo many 
affectionate hearts have been racked ?—Alas, 
my darling fiſter, year after ou have I vainly 
repeated to myſelf this one affecting queſtion ;— 
Emerge, I beſeech you, if yet an inhabitant of 
this world, and ſatisfy a fearful] heart which 


achs with fondneſs. Nay, if tranſlated to a 


better, and yet ſenſible of aught ſublunary, oh 
deign to inform me! How often, in the depth 
of midnight, when the happier world are at reſt, 
have I called upon thee, impelled by an affec- 
tion incapable of fear—but all was awful ſilence 
no voice replied to me no form obtruded on 
the deep gloom where ſight itſelf is loſt—yet the 


days that elapſe in incertitude, paſs not in vain 


they inſenſibly urge forward one ordained to 
clear up every doubt, 


*%* W *% * %* * 


I dreamt of Eſſex— Ah, what did I ſay? 1 


dreamt of Eſſex — Alas, | have dreamt of him 


my whole life long! - Something ſtrangely in- 
tervenes between myſelf and my meaning. No 
matter, I am too ſtupified now to explain it. 


SS &S 6 ® © 


Oh, theſe cruel wanderings !—but I dare not 


attempt to correct or avoid them, leſt in the 
very effort reaſon evaporate, and one inconſide- 


rate ſtroke ſhould confuſe my whole ſtory. 


E XM * * * * 
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Alas, 
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Alas, Lady Pembroke, how could you venture 
to tel] me Lore Eſſex was married: - And to 
Lady Sydney too? —Gracious Heaven! I made 
myſelf a wretch then only to crown her future 
days with unſpeakable happineſs At this idea, 
_ overwhelming paſſion breaks the feeble boun- 
daries of reaſon and religion, ſweeping away 
inferior forrows—my mother—my fiſter—alas 
thoſe ties fo dear, ſo revered, ſerve only to ſwell 
the flood that finks them. | 
Hence, agonizing ſenſations I have drawn 
them up, Matilda, in one weighty ſigh.— Ah, 
ſurely my heart eſcaped unawares at the ſame 


moment, it has left ſuch a fearful void within. 


—Yes, my ſiſter, Eſſex is indeed married; that 
very Eſſex for whom I more than died, —and 
privately too—the ſacred, tender union, had 
every charm but honor—for Lady Sydney he 
incurred the anger of the vindictive Queen. — 
Gracious Heaven, | thank thee for that thought 
it was not for me. —No, I was dying, wither- 
ing at the heart far from the moſt falſe—Ah, 
{till the moſt beloved of his ſex, —that little 
thought ſtrangely conſoles me—rather indeed 
would I have died, than have been a ſpot upon 
that radiant fun, my dim eyes no more muſt 
look up to. 5 


JJ S SS 


I perceive I have in the wild colourings of a 


difordered imagination, unfolded a truth my 
heart almoſt burſt with —this thunderſtroke con- 


cluded Lady Pembroke's ſecond letter. — How | 


deep, how dreadful was its effect —tranquillity, 
health, reaſon all fled before it—ro the evils fate 
| impoles, 


AF T2 


1 
Fo 
E 
2 
2 
Fx 
* — 
— 
V8 
BS. 
* 
* 
3 
| 
7 
- 


FME RECES 5; ec. YL 
impoſes, however grievous, our nature inſen- 
ſibly accommodates itſelf, but oh, when the 
arrows of calamity are winged by love, and dipt 
in poiſon by friendſhip, the wounds they make 
always gangrene. The idea of deceit, ingrati- 
tude, and unkindneſs, irritated and props on 
me continually.—It brought on another Green- 
land winter's night, which laſted many linger- 
ing months; and in recovering I ſeemed to ac- 
quire a new diſpoſition.—-I had loſt with my 
equanimity all ſweetneſs of temper—revenge 
ſeemed the only principle which ſupported my 
being, and I nouriſhed a project in ſecret long 
ere I could bring it forward. Wonder not at 
this alteration, my ſiſter, misfortune ſerves but 
to ſoften the ſou], injury alone can render it 
callous. Ah, ſtrange ! that we ſhould at the 
very moment imbibe the vice by which we 
ſuffer; | 


| Loid Arlington early in the ſpring reviſited 
St. Vincent's Abbey. My reſentments being 
levelled at a dear and diſtant object, I behaved 
towards him, when miſtreſs of my intellects, 7 
with a melancholy graciouſneſs which made 
him fancy them reſtored ; and propoſe takin 
me with him to London, when neceſſity obliged 
him to return. I acquieſced with readineſs, as 
this was the very point to which I wiſhed to 
bring him, and my unexpected .cempliance, 
flattering the egregious ſelf- love that marked his 
character, he was charmed with the effect, with- 
out examining into the-cauſe, He was eafily 
perſuaded that decorum would demand my being 
prefented at Court, and undertook to propoſe 
it to Elizabeth: while Lady Pembroke, amazed 
alike at all ſhe heard, and all ſhe ſaw, ſteadily 
; Fo oppoſed 
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oppoſed a project fraught with ſo many painful 
uncertainties. But it was the paſſion of Lord 
Arlington to mortify Eſſex, and conceiving that 
only in his power by preſenting to his eyes, the 
dear object fatal circumſtances had robbed him 
of, and others yet more fatal had wedded to 
himſelf, he ſoon became as intereſted in m 

wiſh, as if his own heart had dictated it. The 
Queen heard it, as I foreſaw, with ſurprize, and 
declined it with ſcorn; but ſhe ſoon found 1 
had ſkill enough to manage even the fool ſhe 
had ſelected for me; who perſiſted in quitting 


the Court if ſhe denied him the compliment due 


to his birth. Elizabeth had now put her peace 
fo far into his power, that ſhe dared not entirely 
break with him, and fearful leſt the black hiſ- 
tory hid in my heart ſhould be publiſhed to the 
world, were ſhe to urge her imprudent refuſal, 
ſhe at laſt reluctantly conſented to receive me. 
I heard this with a bitterneſs of ſpirit I once 
thought myſelf incapable of, and brooded over 


the dreary triumph I had ſo long projected. 


1 deferred appearing at Court from time to 
time, till certain Lord Eſſex was returned from 


the camp. Alas! the univerſal pleaſure that 


return excited, aggravated my deep and increa- 
ſing reſentment. Diſtinguiſhed now with the 
ſame partiality Elizabeth once ſhewed to your 
Lord ; loaded with honors in his -own perſon, 
and the chief medium through which others 
obtained them, Eſſex conducted himſelf with 
ſuch nobleneſs as endeared him even to thoſe 
whom he failed to ſerve: while the happy few 
who won his confidence, looked up to him as 
to a being of a ſuperior kind. I, I alone dared 


filently to impeach his generoſity, his honour, 


his 
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his integrity. Wearied with an everlaſting diſ- 


cuſſion of his merits in all companies, and not 


daring to utter one ſyllable on the ſubject, leſt 
groans ſhoul take place of language, I often 
teſtified an impatience Lord Arlington conſtrued 
into an extinction of that fatal paſſion I once 
entertained for his rival, and a due regard for 
the rights which he had acquired over me. 
Charmed with this idea, Lord Arlington became 


laviſh in the jewels, and other cuſtomary orna- 


ments; and the tranquillity with which J pre- 
pared to appear, lulled every ſuſpicion to ſleep. 
Alas! while they were adorning me with the 
coſtly habiliments ſelected on the occaſion, I 
took a malicious pleaſure in tracing the ravages 


grief had already made in my features, conſti- 


tution, and figure ; the firſt, ſhrunk, wan, and 
withered, the latter emaciated beyond all con- 
cealment. I knew, however, thoſe who ſaw me 
every day might deceive themſelves, in preſent- 
ing this ſhadow to his eyes, whoſe ardent heart 
once touched with colours yet more glowing, 
a form then rich with the gifts of nature, youth, 
and hope—Oh, well I knew what volumes of 
reproaches were contained in a ſingle look 
L entered the Preſence Chamber with an air of 
determination, grandeur, and compoſure, aſto- 
niſhing even to myſelf. My ſoul found him ſhe 
alone ſought in a moment. Eſſex was reſting 
one arm on the back of the Queen's chair, in 
the ſame familiar, gay, and graceful attitude I 
had ſo often ſeen 5 Leiceſter aſſume. His 
dreſs, bold, magnificent, and martial. His 
features (oh, thoſe fatal features ! deſtined to 
ſubdue alike my wiſe and erroneous reſolutions) 
lighted up by every emotion youth, ſoftneſs, 
N 2 pride, 
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pride, and pleaſure ever blended. His fine eyes 
lightly glanced over each ſurrounding object, 
fixed at laſt on me—fixed, I may well ſay, —how 
deep, how deadly, was the effect of that ſingle 
look !|—his unfiniſhed ſpeech to the Queen be- 
came annihilated, while his quivering lips, in 
broken ſounds, breathed forch unutterable an- 
guiſh.—Surprize, tenderneſs, grief,—ah, more 
than grief |—agony—chaſed away the bright ex- 
preſſion of happineſs from every perfect feature, 
and flooded his eyes in a moment. No longer 
remembering the place, the Queen, the circle, 
he ſtarted forward, and almoſt in the act of 
kneeling, felt the abſurdity, and vaniſhed—with 
him too vaniſhed every trace of that miſapplied 
reaſon which had ſo ſtrongly impelled me to this 
ſtrange revenge. They told me, I ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be led to the chair of the Queen, who no 
ſooner in the common form preſented me her 
hand, than I haughtily repelled it, and fixing 
my eyes on her with a dreadful meaning, gave a 
deep groan, and ſunk ſenſeleſs at her feet. Eli- 
zabeth ſtarted up in high indignation, and re- 
proaching Lord Arlington as not leſs mad than 
myſelf, in thus obtruding me upon her, retired 
precipitately to her cloſet. Not much more ſenſi- 
ble than myſelf, through aſtoniſhment at a con- 
duct ſo unexpected on my part, he ſoon fo far re- 
covered his faculties, as to take the advice of his 
friends, in trying to appeaſe the Queen : com- 
mitting me to the care of thoſe around me. By 
this means alone he eſcaped witnefling a ſcene 
which touched the ſenſibility of every ſpectator. 
My'friends bore me through the great gallery, as 

| the way moſt convenient; in the anti-chamber 

KI leading to it, the unhappy lover I had taken a 
5 1 7 barbarous 
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barbarous ſatisfaction in wounding, had thrown 
himſelf on a couch to recover at leiſure. A pre- 
ſentiment of the fact as the croud approached, 
made him eagerly ſtart up, and reſigning him- 
ſelf to the impreſſion of the moment, he ruſhed 
through them all, and ſnatching me with impe- 
tuoſity from thoſe who held me, placed me on 
the couch, and kneeling beſide it, ſought to re- 
animate my chilled ſenſes with burning tears, 
and agonized embraces. A thouſand times he 
called me his dear betrothed love his mur- 
dered, precious Ellinor, —here is ſome black ar- 
tifice, ſome diabolical villainy in this buſineſs, 
would he cry, ſtarting up haughtily, and 
throwing his inflamed eyes around, in dreadful 
ſearch of him who happily was abſent Oh, 
if I find it ſo, added he, they ſhall! not *ſcape 
who ſevered us! By vague and raſh exclama- 
tions, he thus publiſhed the chief incident in 
our unhappy ſtory ; while I alone, ſtill inſenſi- 
ble, heard not the well-known voice I once 
fancied the grave only could cloſe my ear to. 
This ſcene, which every following moment 
threatened to make fatal, was at laſt interrupted. 
by the appearance of Lady Pembroke. The 
excellent underſtanding of that amiable woman, 
had made her from the firſt conſider my deſire of 
appearing at Court (even while unapprized of 
its motives) as the wild ſtart of an unſettled 
mind : ſhe had employed intreaty and argument 
in vain to make me giveit up; . the pro- 
Je alike agreeable to Lord Arlington and my- 
ſelf, ſne became ſilent on the ſubject, but de- 
clined pic ear dra, me, and dreading ſome 
ſtrange event, retired to her own apartments in 
the palace, to tremble for it in ſecret. The news 


of 
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of my having frightened the Queen, and broke 
up the Court, immediately reached her there. 
However offended at my obſtinacy, ſhe was 
ſhocked at its effects, and readily emerged to 
ſerve and ſave me if poſſible. Preſſing through 
the aſtoniſhed croud, the fond extravagance of 
Lord Eſſex continually increaſed, ſhe beheld me 
in his arms, and heard his lamentation. Amaze- 
ment in her collected mind is but a momentary 
emotion. What are you doing, my Lord? 
faid ſhe, with an air which recalled even him— 
is this the way to recover the ſenſes, or reaſon of 
this dear unfortunate ? remember the reſpe& due 
both to her and yourſelf, and leave her entirely 
to my care.” Neither prayers nor anger warped 
her from reCtitude : ſhe commanded her ſervants 
to bear me to her barge, and followed me herſelf. 
The diſtratted Eſſex held her by force, and 
vainly ſolicited leave to attend me. With a 
dignity which eminently diſtinguiſhes that 
_ charming woman, ſhe chid him for a madneſs 
not leſs extravagant than my own, though far 
more cenſurable, and requeſted her Lord to pay 

him an equal attention. | 
The women who followed me into the barge 
ſprinkled me with water; that and the open air 
gradually revived thoſe faculties, ſo long dor- 
mant, they ſeemed gone forever. I feebly lifted 
my head from the boſom of Lady Pembroke, 
and wondered awhile how I came there. A 
thouſand gloomy uncertainties occurred to me, 
and a flood of tears at laſt fo far relieved me, as 
to ſuffer my mind to fix on the fact. Lady 
Pembroke, perceiving I was capable of attend- 
ing to her, ſpared me the trouble of enquiring 
into the paſt ſcene by relating it; with ſuch 
| comments 
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comments as an enlarged mind, and tender 
heart, would naturally dictate. My pulſes were 

et low, and her gentle admonitions made a due 
impreſſion. '© Review the whole, of this wild 
ſcheme, my dear Ellinor, ſaid ſne and I think 
you will unite with me in calling it ſo. The 
Queen (beyond your revenge in this world) can 
amply retaliate on every one dear to you, for the 
temporary alarms and vexations you cauſe her. 
From the eyes of the noble Eſſex you have 
ſnatched away a bandage, which ſaved both him 
and ee from danger. I have hitherto ſuf- 
fered you to imagine him unfaithful and guilty, 
becauſe anger in your ſituation, muſt be a much 
leſs dangerous emotion than love. His whole 
ſoul is once more awakened, and I would in 
vain now affect to deceive either—he will be 
heard—he will even be ſeen, if to the raſh ardor 
of his temper you do not oppoſe the moſt inflex- 
ible prudence—Alas, my ſweet friend, what 
direful conflicts do I ſee before you conflicts, 
the ſtrong and untried ſoul would wiſh to ſhrink 
from—how then ſhall your wounded ſpirit.“ 
«© Fear not, anſwered I nerved by the occaſion, 
my dear, my watchful monitreſs ; born for con- 
flict, I ſeem only to exiſt by that mental action, 
and though I lament, with you, the invincible 
obſtinacy which has once more thus involved 
me, yet believe me I feem better able to bear 
every evil which may reſult from the vindication 
of Eſſex, than the dreadful weight of his ſup- 
poſed ingratitude. For every other evil I had 
been accuſtomed to prepare my heart. That 
heart, cheriſhed by tears and ſoftneſs, ſtarted 
not into exceſs and inſanity, till thoſe ſources 
were dried up. Ah, open again every ſluice of 
Vol. II. C pleaſure 


nr 


el me Edfex .is indeed innocent, 
unaltered Tell me he is ſtill the incomparable 
being my. youthful fancy firſt worſhipped !-- 


Tell me, in ſhort, the whole truth, and ſee if my 


ſoothed ſenſ are not equal to the confidence. 

— How little reaſon do theſe eager exclama- 
tions, theſe impaſſioned tears, and . glowing 
cheeks, give me to think ſo, wiſtfully replied the 
ſweet Lady Pembroke; perhaps were it yet in 
my choice, I ſhould. ſti! reſolve to deceive you, 
but in now revealing all, I am only before-hand 
with him, who in tenderly urging a. juſt vindi- 
cation of his conduct, would effectually re- 
eſtabliſh himſelf in your affections, to the utter 
ruin of the little peace Heaven has allowed 

_— We 8 
e The deſperate ſtate of my health at the time 


yourſelf and ſiſter ſo unaccountably vaniſhed, 


made my Lord guard againſt my obtaining that 
information with the utmoſt caution ; and the 
Arſt alarm I received, was from the ſudden 
return, and perpetual viſits of the Earl of Eſſex. 
Theſe were often at odd and improper hours, 


4. 


and generally began or ended with a private 


conference. A continuance of this conduct, 
eren after I was able to quit my apartment, 
gave me a diſguſt to your lover, I did not con- 
ceal from my Lord. He pleaded his unhappi- 
neſs, as his only, and indeed ſufficient excuſe, 
and thus, laid himſelf open to my enquiries. 
which ſoon obliged him to own the whole truth, 
Its deep effect on me made Lord Pembroke con- 
gratulate himſelf on having thus long concealed 


it. My agitation and affection ſoon reconciled 
me to Eſſex, and united me in his views. 


Wholly engroſſed by the hope of finding you, 
. | every 
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every day gave birth to a new project in one or 
the other. How many diſappointments did we 
experience?! yet the fertility of his imagination 
being only equalled by the warmth of his heart, 
no toil diſcouraged him; and adopting all his 
aerial plans, 1 urged him to perſeverance, taking 
pleaſure in heaping fuel on a flame, prudence 
ſhould rather have ſtifled. News happily arriv- 
ed of Lord Leiceſter and Matilda, which reno- 
vating every hope in both him and me, I joined 
the deluder ſelf in aſſuring him, he was deſtined 
to reſtore you to the noble exiles, and in recety- 
ing your hand, to unite himſelf at once in their 
happineſs and fate. | 
Ihe romantic heroiſm interwoven in his cha- 
racter, made him readily liſten to theſe pleaſing 
deluſions; till'a ſtrange rumour reached us one 
day, that you had been married to Lord Arling- 
ton, in the preſence of Lord Burleigh, and left 
by him at St. Vincent's Abbey. Impreſſed with 
the ſtrongeſt reliance on your faith, Eſſex aſſert- 
cd it in the warmeſt terms, and ſeemed ready to 
fly to the ſpot where it was reported you yet ex- 
iſted. The paleneſs of my countenance reproved 
his implicit confidence. The name of Burleigh, 
the remembrance Arlington had lately quitted 
the Court, that intuitive ſenſe which arranges 
and combines a thouſand important nothings, 
tending to ſtamp a ſad conviction more inſtanta- 
neouſly than one can pronounce a ſentence, now 

told me that this was true. Lord Pembroke 
| Propoſed going to the Miniſter, and thus decid- 
ing the point. We gladly conſented, and Eſſex 
traverſing the room in great agitation during the 
interval, found a thouſand reaſons to juſtify his 
opinion; ſo cautiouſly collected, as ſhewed he 
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was not without a ſecret fear. Lord Pembroke 
at length returned, and confirming the fatal 
news, added, Lord Burleigh had ſhewn him the 
contract, ſigned by both. But what was the 
paleneſs impreſſed on my countenance, to that 
which ſpread over the florid complexion of your 
lover at this fatal confirmation! The filent 
ſtruggle in his ſoul, ſurely combined every pang 
of death, without affording its relief. — Speech 
and colour at laſt returned; his complexion now 
glowed with indignation, while his lips trem- 
bled with tranſports of bitterneſs and 1 He 
quitted us precipitately, and my Lord devoting 
himſelf to aſſuage my ſorrow, was not immedi- 
ately ſenſible of the departure of our friend. 
Alas: could either of us poſſibly have ſuſpected 
the fate, the untowed fate, that awaited him |! 
The moment Lord Eſſex thus abruptly quit- 
ted our houſe, he haſtened to that of Sir Francis 
Walſingham; where he found only Lady Sydney, 
who, ſecretly as ſenſible of his merit, as ſhe had 
before been of my brother's, received him with 
equal ſurprize and pleaſure. Without entering 
into the motives which influenced his conduc, 
he eagerly tendered himſelf to her acceptance. 
Her objections were thoſe of one who wiſhed to 
de perſuaded, and he would neither hear of de- 
mur or delay: his own Chaplain was quickly 
ſummoned, and the marriage ſolemnized in a 
manner, almoſt as ſudden and ſolitary as your 
own. — Ah, fatal marriages both ! beginning 
and ending in tears This news broke upon us 
with the morning. Lord Pembroke was aſ- 
tounded. I recommended to him to haſten to 
the wretched bridegroom, and reconcile his 
mind to the unlucky choice he had thus precipi- 
a | | tately 
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tately made, ere raſh expreſſions of grief or diſap- 
pointment ſhould roufe that turbulent ſpirit 
which made my amiable brother's philoſophy fo 
ſoon. give way to diſguſt. Well we knew the 
fiery ſoul of Eſſex would ſpurn at ſuch a bon- 

dage however yoluntary. on 
The contempt and coldneſs both Lord Pem- 
broke and myſelf had always ſhewn to this im- 
perious woman, who firſt introduced difcord 
into a family, before diſtinguiſhed by unanimity, 
rendered this a great effort of friendſhip. - The 
time loſt in reconciling our feelings to the con- 
deſcenſion, made it wholly uſeleſs. My Lord 
found Sir Francis almoſt annihilated with ſur- 
prize, and underſtood at once that his daughter 
was in fits, and Lord Eſſex gone. Unable 
wholly to conceal] the anguiſh that preyed on his 
_ ſpirits, and flattering himſelf a generous” confi- 
dence in his bride might in time cement their 
union, by the charm of efteem at leaſt, Effex 
had laid open his whole heart to her. The 
mortal hatred ſhe ever entertained both for your- 
ſelf and ſiſter, ſhe wanted judgment at this pe- 
riod to ſtifle. The melancholy Eſſex, who 
ſought for pity, not paſſion, incautiouſly de- 
fended her he had unwarily arraigned. The 
vindictive temper of his bride, blazed forth'in 
all its littleneſs, and the quarrel! roſe fo high, 
that early the next morning he ordered his 
horſes, and calling her at once, his error and 
his puniſhment,” he took his leave, with the 
bitter remark, that he followed in all things 
the fate of Sir Philip Sydney.” A reproach 
like this might well ſhock the moſt callous 
heart: it threw Lady Effex into fits. Regard- 
leſs of this, her Lord mounted, and departing 
| with 
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with the utmoſt ſwiftneſs, was ſoon out of the 
reach both of friends and enemies. Fr. 

1he Queen, who was every day more partial 
to Eſſex than ſhe had been the former one, in- 
ſenſibly had ſuffered him to take, both in her 
heart and court, the place-of Lord Leicefter. 
It was the opinion of many, that ſhe intended 
to marry him, and the rage this ſtep of his ex- 
cited in her, lent force to the extravagant con- 
jecture. Deeply reſenting alike his haſty mar- 
riage, and abrupt departure, ſhe baniſhed his 
Lady the Court, nor did Sir Francis eſcape a 
reprimand, however undeſerving it. 

Eſſex ſoon fitted out ſome ſhips, with which 
he joined Drake and Norris, and his fame daily 
iti him more to the Queen, ſhe could 
bardly ſupport that appearance of -reſentment 
{he thought due to his temerity, and inceſſantly 
languiſhed for his return. F | 

We ſoon had letters from the Earl, acknow- 
ledging the raſh ſtep he had taken in marrving, 
and that to avoid bluſhing for it in our preſence, 
he had thus exiled himſelf. Though pride made 
bim ſtill ſpeak of you with acrimony, it was 
obvious from the tenor of the whole letter, that 
he had quitted-England, no leſs to avoid ſeeing 
you, than living with the woman he had inveſt- 
ed with a legal right to make him unhappy. 
The generous anxiety he ſhewed for your ſiſter 
in ſending, even at this juncture, Sir Walter 
Curtis once more to Rouen, with directions to 
ſpare neither trouble or money to diſcover Ma- 
tilda, was another new inſtance of that nobilit 
of mind, which always graces even his faults. 
Conſecrating his cares to a more noble purſuit 
than love, he thus ſought to fill up the * 
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the aching void, that blighted paſſion nad left in 
his heart. | | - 7 
He was not born for inaction; and ſoon his 
daring ſpirit employed the thoughts of the whole 
nation; when Elizabeth, who knew too well 
its preſent exertions were but the wild efforts of 
diſappointment and deſpair, relaxed at once from 
all her apparent rigor, and recalled him. Diſ- 
guſt had ſunk ſo deep, that he ſtill heſitated, 
and nothing but her peremptory command could 
induce him to return, While in daily expeCta- 
tion of him, I received your firſt letter. It 
contained not a word could inform me of your 
real ſituation, or the motives of an action fo ec- 
centric, as your acceptance of Lord Arlington. 
Your long filence, your obſcure and Jaconic 
epiſtle ; the ſtrong deſire I had to fee tranquillity 
reſtored to yourſelf and your lover, though hap- 
pineſs had eſcaped both, made me refolve to 
ſhew him the letter, in which he was not even 
named, if once the ſubject aroſe; from this l 
gueſſed he would moſt probably conclude the 
union with your own free will, as well as the re- 
tired ſtile of your preſent life. An opportunity 
ſoon offered; nor was I miſtaken in my judg- ' 
ment. Lord Eſſex peruſed it in filent aſtoniſh- 
ment, and the conviction it conveyed produced 
a ſurpriſing alteration in his mind and manners. 
No ſymptom of either pride, paſſion, or difap- 
pointment, from that moment, has been viſible 
in his conduct. Conforming at once to his 
fate, he profitted by the indulgence of the Queen, 
and reſolved to live decently with his wife, 
if not happily. Never fince have J heard your 
name from his lips—l knew not it lived even in 
his heart; and finding this artifice ſo ſucceſsful 
| COR with 


35 


HE REC ESS, &c: 
with one, I reſolved to try it with the other. 
When you related to me the cruel fiction by 
which Lord Burleigh wrought upon your feel- 
ings, what purpoſe would it have anſwered to 
inform you, Eſſex was never concerned in any 
8 impriſoned, much leſs condemned. 

he high ſenſe you entertained of a ſacrifice, 
apparently unvalued by him, made it improba- 
ble any explanation, or even converſation, ſhould 
take place between minds thus deeply and juſtly 
offended with each other. How then was 41 
chagrined to fee you, on your arrival in London, 


fondly nouriſh ſome unfathomable projet, which 


threatened wholly to defeat mine! Finding all 
advice ineffectual, I thought it moſt judicious to 
leave your mind to its own workings ; hoping 
the gentleneſs of your nature, would countera 

the irritation of your paſſions. Alas, my dear, 
this fatal day ſhews me my error, and its extent. 
In how many ways will you now wound the no- 
ble heart of bt flex !—Tortured at once with the 
anguiſh of diſappointed, injured love, the nar- 


row doubts of his untractable wife, and the ar-, 


rogant vigilance of the Queen, his life will, 
from this moment, be as devoid of comfort, as 
it has long been of hope.” 7” 
The tender motives. which dictated this late 
confeſſion, as well as the paſt concealment; tbhe 
melancholy inference with which. Lady Pem- 
broke concluded, all made a deep impreſſion, 
and opened every ſluice of tenderneſs, to the 
great relief of my oppreſſed and burning heart. 
© No, my generous, amiable friend, returned 
I in a more equal tone than Lady Pembroke ex- 
pected, I cannot miſconftrue conduct which has 

ever had the moſt upright intention ; and in-do- 
| ing 


otherwiſe ſink under. The neceſſity for prevent- 


ing part of the evils my imprudence may oer 


caſion, will recall me to reaſon, honor, and 
myſelf.— Oh, thou! cried I, melting into tears, 
too dearly beloved, too deeply lamented, pardon 
me if 1 paſs a dark and dewy cloud over the 
bright ſtar of thy diſtinguiſhed fortune: ſoon 
will it emerge with undiminiſhed ſplendor, while 
I alone ſhall drop in tears, enriching the earth 
that hides me. And thou too, moſt favored 
among women, in being born to ſhare his fate, 
_ endeavour but to make it happy, and ſhe who 
has no uſe for life, but to weep thy lot, will join 
to crown it with every earthly felicity. I find 
my fluctuating mind unequal to 9 further 
on the intereſting ſubject, concluded I on ar- 
riving at home. Adieu, my dear Lady Pem- 
broke, be this embrace the pledge of mutual 


pardon; and if you have not bluſhed for the 


laſt, as well as firſt, time for your poor 
friend, her better ſelf muſt again deſert her.” 
She ſtrained me to the pureſt boſom that ever 
beat, and left me once more alone with that un- 
{table counſellor, my own erring heart. 

The return of Lord Arlington, exaſperated by 
the rage of the Queen, and the ſurmiſes of the 
Court, tried my firmeſt reſolutions: perhaps 
even thoſe would have been unequal to the con- 
flict, but that I remembered my promiſe to Lady 
Pembroke, and was determined to ſupply a 
bright example to that noble lover, I now con- 


ſidered as equally unfortunate with. myſelf. I 


remained from this period wholly at home, yet 


not without expecting ſome intelligence from 
2 e Lord 
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ing juſtice to that of the afflictec Eſſex, you 
ſupply me motives' for an exertion I ſhould 
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Lord Eſſex; though I knew not how he could 
poſſibly convey it. It reached me at laſt in the 
moſt extraordinary manner, Lady Pembroke 
ſeized the firſt interval of lonelineſs: to addreſs 
me. Perplexed circumſtances make. ſtrange 
emiſſaries, ſaid ſhe fighing,—who- would have 
imagined I ſhould requeſt to convey the letter of 
Lord Eſſex to you, Ellinor ? but finding him 
determined on thus addrefling you, I volunta- 
rily undertook the truſt, as well to judge of all 
that paſſed, as to prevent his humiliating him- 
ſelf and you to whatever ſervant he could bribe, 
and perhaps, if he erred in his choice of a meſ- 
ſenger, it would be to the ruin of your peace and 
reputation. . 
Hardly hearing this generous preamble, my 

_ eager eyes were fixed on the letter, and I gave 
the fair hand that held it the ſpontaneous kiſs I 
Was at firſt tempted to beſtow on the precious 
paper.—Ah, how affecting were the emotions 
produced by the fight of that well-known. hand! 
His language was impaſſioned, and incoherenc 
—he acculed himſelf, me, the friends of both, 
and the over-ruling fate which actuated all. 
He ſeemed aſſured fraud, myſtery, and a thou- 
ſand yet unknown execrable arts had been com- 
bined to ſeparate us. He conjured me to diſco- 

ver both the perſons and the means. He ſpoke 
of Lord Arlington rather as a weak tool in the 
hands of his more crafty enemies, than the object 
of that deep and eternal reſentment, which only 

ſlept till I ſupplied it one. Scorn, continued 
he, the narrow prejudices of cuſtom, and your 
ſex, nor be wholly the: ſacrifice of ſituation. 
Dare to be ſincere, and think an adherence to 
your hiſt ſacred vows (vows, dear as nvigyable) 
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the true point of honor, of religion, and mora- 
lity. Oh, call to mind the fatal moment when 

ou tore yourſelf inexorably, from arms that 
e form no more, perhaps, ſhall All.—A 
little confidence, a little faith, had then made 
both happy; now, alas, they can only make us 
leſs miſerable. - Yet ſpeak, my betrothed love, 
concluded he—tell me all—Once more I con- 
jure you, by thoſe rights your falſhood, or 
death alone can annul, tell me all; and by 
your care of the life which throbs within this 
agitated boſom, give me a motive for wiſhing it 
to linger there.“ 6 e 
As I peruſed this touching tranſcript of his 
ſoul, mine melted within me.— Nevertheleſs, I 
reſolved to act up to the idea J had formed, and 
fnatching a pen, I thus replied to him: n 
„In giving you my heart, my Lord, I own 
J gave you a right, in every action of my life, 
Vvhich though events may ſuſpend, they cannot 
annihilate,—Alas, the only right I reſerved to 
myſelf, was that of concealing aught which 
might render you unhappy. Suffer me then, to 
bury in this boſom, the combination of fatal 
events which tore us from each other. Need I 
tell you, they have wrung it even to phrenzy; 
for nothing leſs could have juſtified the premedi- 
tated ſhock I cruelly gave you. The deep effect 
of my preſence - perhaps (for why ſhould I con- 
ceal it? that of your own, join with a ſevere 
duty in telling me, While thus circumſtanced, 
we muſt meet no more. The world, a buſy, 
partial judge, 3 in beholding the execu- 
tion of thoſe painful ſentences it impoſes. Ah, 
cChoſen of my ſoul ] remember its afflictions can 
only be completed by your failing in the arduous: 
e l 23 4 1 * | D trial, 
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trial, I am otherwiſe reſolved to ſuſtain. Rob 
me not of the melancholy pleaſure. fortune ſtill 
allows me, in whatever ſolitude I am hence- 
forth buried, of thinking him I ſeleQed from 
all mankind, was every thing but an Angel. 
Above the ſlavery of opinion, I know no 
guide but reCtitude : that tells me, Heaven itſelf 
will approve the efforts I yet make to charm 
you to life, to greatneſs, and to glory, —Qh, 
awful father of univerſal. being! whoſe will 
alone could ſnatch from each'the only object in 
creation, ſanctify to the nobleſt purpoſe theſe 
diftates of my reaſon; and form both for the 
ſeparate lots appointed us. Elevate the paſſions 
of my Eſſex above the little motives of revenge, 
or malice - ſublime his love into philanthropy, 
his rage into heroiſm.— And, oh! on the frail 
heart which now bleeds before thee, beſtow pa- 
tience and reſignation, ſo to paſs each long day 
as if the next were to unite me to him. I ſoli- 
. Lit not ſtrength to expel him from that heart 
no, rather may he ever continue its ſole object; 
but be his conduct ſo ennobled, that when both 
are called with the whole world before thy dread 
tribunal, I may look down on the misjudging 
part of it, and truly ſay,—Father, it is not 
Eſſex I have loved, but Virtue in his perſon.” 
This paſſionate apoſtrophe, however highly 
wrought, in the cool judgment of Lady Pem- 
broke, was even in ber opinion entirely calcu- 
lated. for the romantic ſpirit to whom it was 
addreſſed. I, earneſtly beſought the amiable 
Eſſex to ſuffer this to end the correſpondence, 
which admitted not an indulgence beyond thoſe 
conveyed in the letter; and gave it into the 
bands of my friend, with that ſweet ſenſe of ſelf- 
n | . applauſe, 
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applauſe, which ever attends the conſciouſneſs 
of having gone beyond a painful duty. 
Yes, 4titl this dear ſenſation remains to me 

it irradiates at intervals the deep gloom which 
ſteeps my ſoul, and annihilates my ſenſes.—1 
fear I begin again to wander, for my hand 
writing appears to my own eyes that of Eſſex. 
Oh, how tight my head, my heart ſeems bound! 
—will no-one looſen the ſhrunk fibres? — Hark! 
Is not that the Queen :—No—lt was but the 
deep voice of the Winter's wind. 1 7 
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Poor Eſſex !—and did my letter thus deeply 
affect him ?—Did he ſo fondly preſs it to his 
lips ?—Did he bliſter it with his tears? Thoſe 
] have ſhed for thee, Eſſex, would have drowned 
thee had they been treaſured. —** Unequalted 
Ellinor—Oh, moſt adored !—-Yes, I will purſue 
the bright wanderings of the pure mind I have 
aſſiſted to unſettle, and be all ſhe wiſhes me 
from this moment.”—(Who told him I wan- 
dered then, I wonder ?—I am ſure 1 always 
trove againſt it before him)—Ah, dear and 
precious ſentiments! how my ſoul imbibes the 
charm Have you not a penknife, Lady Pem- 
broke, to write theſe words in my heart—on my 
very heart ?—Oh, L would have them fink 
deep deep - would feel as well as fee them. 
And thou too, memory, treacherous memory, 
for-once do thou retain the pleaſant tone of the 
voice that repeated them—not even Lady Pem- 
broke's own is ſo harmoniousn. 
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Married to Lord Arlington did you ſay? 
Oh, ſuch a marriage |—What did he gain by 
villainy and fraud ? the inſupportable ſociety 
of a wild wretch, whoſe weary ſpirit threatened 
every moment to eſcape, and leave in his arms 
the vile droſs he thus purchaſed, —And yet they 
tell me it is ſo—he drags me about with him 
ſtill, and calls me his—+h:s, Oh Heavens !— 
But I am nobody's elſe, mark that—mark that, 
or we {hall perhaps have murder; and I not 
there to ſtep between the fatal ſwords, ind fee 
which will befriend me. | 

Matilda, I have not told you about that 1 
think—but I am not very able juſt now, ſuch a 
heavy ſleepineſs ſeals up every faculty—and yet 
if J don't now, I never may wake more you 
know—but I have waked over and over again 
now I recolle&, till I am quite tired, and fo 
for once I will fink quietly into a ſlumber and 

dream of you. a 


E * $$ #® 46-67 

Let me ſnatch a moment of reaſon and recol- 
lection to forward my ſtory.—In purſuance of 
the good reſolutions I had formed, I requeſted 
leave of Lord Arlington to reſide for the future 
wholly at St. Vincent's Abbey ; to which he 
readily conſented. If my offered retirement did 
not wholly obviate his ſuſpicions; it left him 
at leaſt no pretence for tormenting me with them. 
His character I ever found of a common ſtamp ; 
credulous and mutable, yet ſelf-willed and paſ- 
ſionate: vain of the rights of his rank, without 
merit to mene er them, he always conceived 
himſelf injured when another was preferred f 


purſue the path I had traced out; and ſatisfied of 


I therefore took a tender leave of Lady Pem- 


render it as ſupportable as might be. 


manſion Lord Arlington had purchaſed at the 
time of bis marriage, leſs for any charms he 


rural diveiſion. - Here I at laſt began to breathe, 
and forming my mind to that melancholy re- 
poſe, a decided deſtiny however deplorable, 
allows, I called to my aid the ſuſtaining prin- 
.ciples of religion and morality. I turned my 
feeble feet towards. every dwelling: misfortune 
had paſſed: over, and raiſing both with gifts and 
ſoothing the fad wretebes ſhe had depreſſed, 
reflected back into my own: boſom the alla: 
I had beſtowed. 1 gathered into the Abbey ſuch 
of their children as were weakly and deformed, 
and while thoſe bleſſed with florid health pur- 
ſued the track of . the others were in- 


& 


1x71 8 ſtructed 


HE RETN ES A A ' as 
pad the partiality of Elizabeth towards his rival; 


offended him almoſt as much as. that 1 hag! ſo 
obviouſly ex pre ſſed. 01 


'The generous Eſſex e my peace and 


virtue ſo far, that after another fruitleſs effort 
to perſuade me to ſee him, he conſented to 


my fidelity, ſwore ſacredly to cheriſh the ſen- 
timents I had permitted him to retain. It was 
needleſs to aſk partial intelligence of a man who 
employed the voice of the kingdom. I had 
fortunately diſtinguiſhed one, fame had adopted. 


broke, and mingling my parting tears with a 


thouſand unſpoken bleſſings, by an effort of 


virtue 1 admired in myſelf, I boldly encbun- 
tered my fate, determined to uſe every effort to 


5 


St. Vincent's Abbey again received me. This 


perceived in it, than the advantages of the coun- 
try round, which ſupplied him every variety of 


-4 + 


31 =x n we”, [ag IEA! o = 2 + - 
= 2 2 " - q Py - l v * n .o 
ON ro —— +4; + 4.6. hn — bb! ww 0 — * 4 a 8 * 


5 
- 7 4 . 
* 7 22 * N 7 * 
1 * R __ — _ "ID N pete 0 e 2 n 2 cv 04 t r 
5 .: BAS > 2 Gs 1 by | Py Wh Rr, e I SGT eee 4 r 3 * — 1 ' Ah EH 
e & 2X n Ws * In ; i KS K . : WEED EIFS ALT SS STIFF LS 0” Ap & T "> DE 
re .. ed S<, 5. Fe 5 8 - 2 1 . 2 PTT Ms We 
Eo 4 4 q oy by” * 1 5. W 1 2 x 5 - x 
* 8 * 7 1 


1 


reer « 
mary EY . 
2 rs 


— yy rf ot 


TSX — - I 
2 . z x31 3 * 5 
7 hs q: * * A * 
er 22 8 n 
N 1 — [2.2 GEE 3 Ry . 22 CORES. l I n 8 
n \ MG pn gs TX. 
- by . 
E N 


45 THE RECESS, X. 


ſtructed in tapeſtry, point, reading, writing, and 
muſick, according to their ſex and age. Sur- 
rounded by theſe affecting objects, who thus 
found in the liberality of art, a counterbalance 
for the unkindneſs of nature, I ſometimes 
touched my lute with ſenſations fo ſublime, 
that fancy diſperſed. every bodily imperfection 
in my little auditory, and lighting up their 
cheeks with the ſofteſt tinge of the morning, I 
ſieemed to ſee the human robes of wretchedneſs 
drop off, and the light pinions of immortality 
wave towards Heaven.—Striving by ſuch, and 
indeed every means in my power, to ſhut out 
the fruitleſs wiſhes for loſt happineſs, which ſtill 
beat fervently at my heart, I filled up with 
unceaſing employments the long, long year. 
Often did my feet wander towards the e 
the Receſs. Often, in the well-known wind- 
ings of that wood, where once we carolled toge- 
ther notes as careleſs and pleaſant as thoſe of the 
birds around us, have I pauſed, my ſiſter, and 
watered with embittered tears the precious me- 
morials of days that never could return. 
Conſcious I could ill brook the leaſt doubt 
or enquiry into my conduct, I made it an inva- 
riable rule never to paſs the gate unaccompa- 
nied ; yet Lord Arlington conceived an anti- 
pathy to this ſolitary aſylum every day increaſ- 
ed: I did not compliment him with a total for- 
bearance of the few amuſements innocence and 
retirement allowed. Alas, I learnt from his 
conduct, that jealouſy, the moſt reſtleſs and inſa- 
tiate of all our paſſions, mingles in the habit, 
even when driven out of the heart.— Had his 
love known its refinements common to that 
paſſion in a generous nature, he would have felt 
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that an unhappy attachment is nouriſhed by ſoli- 
tude and home; and that the perſon who once 


reſolves to venture abroad, ſhews a noble reſo- 


Jution to contend. with it. A thouſand times 
he haunted my footſteps; he broke in upon my 
lonelineſs. You would have thought he had 
taken pleaſure in beholding the tears and regrets 
he firſt occaſioned. 1 6, 8 

The dotage of the Queen became every day 
more manifeſt; and even the blow, ſhe in one 
of her wild tranſports gave Eſſex, more diſ- 
graced herſelf than him. —His intrepid reſent- 


 ment—his uncourtly ſincerity—his haughty re- 


tirement—every action of his life confirmed that 
admiration I ſtil} thought myſelf entitled to 
cheriſh,  'The unbounded power he afterwards 
poſſeſſed when reconciled, ſhewed the extrava- 
gance of her attachment; and Elizabeth, cruel, 
i nexorable to me in every other inſtange, crown- 
ed to her own diſgrace in this, the only wiſh ſhe 
had permitted me to retain. 


After ſeveral ineffectual efforts to gain diſ- 


tinction at Court, Lord Arlington conceived 
himſelf injured, and by retiring wholly into the 
country, perſecuted me the year round with his 
company. But not having à taſte for the 
ſciences, nor any of thoſe reſources a ſtrong 
underſtanding involuntarily ſupplies, even to 
the unfortunate, he exiſted only while employed. 
Hawking, hunting, and fiſhing ſpun out the 
tedious years, and a ruſtic company often cloſed 
the evening with intoxication. That apathy my 
exhauſted paſſions had now ſunk into, appeared 
to his undiſcerning mind content; and as his 


own love abated, he fancied mine increaſed; - 
till he made a diſcovery his moſt needy paraſite 


never 
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never ſeconded—that we were at length entirely 
happy. 
To confirm this ſurprizing happineſs, (which 

exiſted only in his own imagination, and perhaps 


owed its creation to continual inebriation) he 
reſolved to exterminate thoſe ruins where I had 


owned I paſſed my childhood, and which, he 
thought ſtil] kept alive embittered remembrances 
time would otherwiſe eraſe. . His Steward ſug- 
geſted that the materials were wanted to erect 


a manufacture in the neighbourhood, and that 


the cutting down the ſurrounding woods, now 
grown to valuable timber, would more than 
anſwer to the expence incurred; while new 
plantations would at once open the proſpect on 
that ſide the Abbey, and deprive me of an in- 
animate object of affection, of which Lord Ar- 
lington ſtill entertained a jealouſy as exceſſive as 
prepoſterous. 


This propoſal met the ſtrongeſt oppoſition 


from me on every account; it was dreadful to 


think of annihilating every trace of my youth; 
every object which could remind me I had ever 
been loved or connected. To diſturb the 


ſacred aſhes of my early protectors, and leave 


them expoſed to the winds of Heaven, and the 
hands of the laborer But it was yet more dread- 
ful to me. to riſque the little peace I had been 
able to collect from the wreck of all my hopes 
—to wake wiſhes, which were perhaps torpid, 
only becauſe vain—to tempt Lord Eſſex to 
break the promiſe I had wrung from him—in 
ſhort, to take the moſt remote chance of again 
beholding him—for to prevent the daily regret 


I might experience at being a ſpectator of this 


diſagreeable metamorphoſis in my favourite ſpot, 


Lord 
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Lord Arlington was determined to take me for 
that time to London. In vain I remonſtrated ; 
the ſtronger my diſguſt appeared, the leſs be 
imagined he had to dread; nor among his whole 
round of ſuppoſitions, once thought it poflible 
J could fear myſelf. Painful experience now 
reminded me that the leaſt hint on this ſubject 
would be ruin, and every other reaſon ſtrength- 
ening his deſign, I was compelled to yield to 
it. How readily with every paſſing mile, re- 
curred the dear habitual impreſſions! My quick- 
encd pulſes were again animated by my heart, 
and I beheld even the palice without diſguſt, 

becauſe Efſex reigned there. Lady Pembroke 
met me with an embrace neither time or ab- 
ſence had chilled. She ſurveyed my amended 
looks with infinite ſatisfaction, and flattered 
herſelf, becauſe I was. no longer a ſpectre, 1 
was happy: Ah, much erring friend, the em- 
bers of that fatal fire tears had almoſt quenched, - 
again were gradually relighting -I felt almoſt 

e at hearing Eſſex was ſtill on the 
ſeas ; that crowned with victory at Cadiz, his 
valour had only been ſurpaſſed by his conduct. 

The ſenſation this news es cited, rendered me 
ſenſible of the precipice on Wen I ſtood, and 
thanking Heaven moſt devoutly for his abſence, 
I acknowledged in it my ſafety. 

The few friends fortune had left me welcom- 
ed my return with ardor and in their ſociety 
my ſubdued ſpirits might have found ſome re- 
lief, had I been permitted an unlimited ſhare of 
it; but Lord Arlington ſaw the world in a. 
different point of view when mingling: with 
it, and at a diſtance. The habit of being ins 
formed of "ey employment of mine he did 
| | not 
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not witneſs, had now grown upon him ſo 
ſtrongly, that he had laid an embargo on my 
time, and ſuffered none of it to be paſſed out of 
his own houſe, without he was of the party. 


—— Indignation was by nature the marking feature 


of my foul. —Alas, what ſufferings had it al- 
ready entailed upon me !—This glaring inſult 
at once ſhocked my feelings, and ſtruck at my 
principles. —— Thoſe traits of bitterneſs and 
wildneſs I had ſtrove to obliterate in ſolitude 
and filence, again appeared in my character. 
I became ſullen and impenetrable for my 
own ſake 1 forbore violence and error, but 1 
no longer cared whether I was ſuppoſed to do 
ſo.— Perhaps Lord Arlington was not ſo culpa- 
ble as he at firſt appeared; for the hatred of the 
Counteſs of Eſſex inexorably purſued me. 
From the fatal moment when I fainted at Court, 
ſhe believed herſelf licenſed in her injurious 
ſurmiſes: they had long known no bounds, 
and expecting her Lord home daily, ſhe by re- 
mote and artful inſinuations poiſoned the mind 
of mine, to ſecure her from any danger ſhould 


Eſſex arrive. | 


Weak and misjudging woman !—had ſhe ge- 
nerouſly eee in the crue] events which 
robbed me of my happineſs, to caſt it away on 
her, my melting heart would have ſpent its laſt 
breath in wiſhing that happineſs perpetuated. 
The pureſt mind alone attracts the venom of 
the world, as the ether the vapors of the earth; 
but like that, unleſs agitated to a ſtorm, ſoon 
recovers its clearneſs, and inſenſibly returns in 
bleſſings the groſſneſs it exhaled. Far from 
meditating any injury to the Counteſs of Eſſex, 
I reſpected too much the peace of her ä | 
Ez LE min 
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E '£ | 
mind to recall to his remembrance, a wretch 


born but to deſtroy it. | 
Nevertheleſs, I did not think virtue herſelf 


would refuſe me one little ſatisfaction, I could 


not but defire ; a picture of the ſtorming of 
Cadiz had been drawn by a Spaniſh painter ta- 
ken there, and ſent by Eſſex to Lord Pembroke. 
Among the many portraits it preſerved, his own 
was the moſt conſpicuous : and every one pro- 
nounced it the fineſt ever drawn. It attracted 
the curioſity. of all ranks of people, and the 

allery it was placed in was ſcarcely ever empty. 

t was ſo much the topic of diſcourſe, that 
faſhion muſt have excited a deſire in me to ſee it, 
had my heart been unintereſted. Yet the un- 


reaſonable jealouſy of Lord Arlington con- . 


demned me to ſilence; nor dared I propoſe viſit- 
ing Lady Pembroke at this criſis, leſt the deſire 
| ſhould be conſtrued into a proof of mental 
guilt. My nature ſpurned at the conſtraint to 
which I found myſelf ſubjected ; and my ami- 
able friend (fearful I ſhould ſuffer in my intel- 
lets. more ſeverely for the ſelf-denial, than I 
poſſibly. could for the indulgence) planned a 
method by which ſhe thought the ill effects of 
either guarded againſt. e 
The Queen gave an entertainment at Green- 
which, on the marriage of one of her favorites, 
to which ſhe invited the whole Court; and a 
variety of maſques and other entertainments were 
projected. Lady Pembroke could not diſpenſe 
with appearing there, nor could Lord Arling- 
ton. Convinced he muſt for once be ſafely 
abſent, ſhe propoſed calling in her barge ere ſhe 
went to Greenwich, and conveying me. to. her 


houſe, leaving me in the gallery, with orders to 


her 
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her ſervants to attend me home whenever I 
pleaſed. Et as Wy ANY FER 
/ In this project there was nothing diſhonour- 
| able or unſafe ; and I embraced it readily. Lord 
Arlington, I knew, was to be at Greenwich in 
the morning, as the bridegroom was his relation, 
and I waited for the appointed moment with an 
impatience thoſe only who live like me whole 
years upon a look can judge of, e 
Lady Pembroke executed this deſign with as 
much facility as ſhe had formed it; and paſſing 
on to Greenwich, committed me to the care of 
her family, who were told it was my intention 
to copy a beautiful drawing of their Lady, fixed 
up in the gallery. How diſdainful of myſtery is 
a truly noble ſoul ! I ſtopt ſhort on the threſhold, 
and could I without ſingularity have ventured 
immediately to return, I had not entered the 
houſe, It was ſilent and ſolitary; all but the 
inferior domeſtics having followed either their 
Lord or Lady. The ſervants who conducted 
me locked the door by which I entered, to guard 
me from intruders, to whom this picture had 
accuſtomed them. — Ah, how lively was my 
emotion, to behold the features indelibly im- 
preſſed on my heart, perpetuated with almoſt the 
fame ſtrength and truth! In the act of wreſtin 
a ſword (the inflamed eye of him who held it, 
ſhewed had a moment before been pointed at the 
Engliſh General's boſom) Effex proudly looked 
down on the ſurrounding Spaniards ; whoſe im- 
paſſioned geſtures ſupplicated for the life of him 
who had thus immediately attacked the conque- 
ror.—Ah, Heaven, cried I fearfully burſting 
into tears, have I thus long dreamt of glory 
honor—immortality—nor conſidered the dangers 


by 
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not thoſe precious gems on ſenſeleſs canvas, ſaid 
a voice to which my heart was born to vibrate, — 
behold thy Eſſex himſelf, thy faithful Eſſex; as 
truly thine, as when this ſoft hand firſt returned 
his ardent preſſure.” ——Alas, my ſiſter, what 
a viciſſitude of powerful emotions took poſſeſſion 
of my ſoul, and ſet every feature at an event ſo 
unexpected]! Fear and horror were however 


prevalent, and ſeemed to check the ſweetneſs of 


again beholding him; for though my eyes ſur- 
veyed his form, my heart for the firſt time ſeem- 
ed to ſhut him out, and fold itſelf up in utter 
darkneſs.—** You ſpeak not, my beloved, added 


he, oh, ſatisfy my Sake? heart, and let me 


think you know me !'——<© Know you? Ah 


Eſſex, faltered I, redoubling my tears, can 


aught but the grave obliterate thoſe features from 
my memory ?—Perhaps even that wants the 
power—but a thouſand nameleſs miſeries make 
me ſhrink from the moment—make my terrified 
ſoul ſhrink even from you.” —“ Collect your- 
ſelf, my worſhipped Ellinor, reſumed he, be- 
lieve me I come not an artful, black ſeducer— 


chance, and chance only has crowned wiſhes ſo 


long ſubmitted to your will. It would not ſuf- 
fer thoſe ſacred ſighs to become common air, 
thoſe lovely tears to fall upon the earth; it ſent 
me here to profit by indulgences you were willing 
to beſtow on my ſhadow.” —** If I with-hold 


them from yourſelf, returned I, endeavouring 
to collect my fluttered thoughts, impute it not 


to my will, but to the over-ruling fate which has 
torn us from each other. — Oh, Effex, let us not 
venture once to look behind, but conſider only 
the preſent - the time, the place, the perſon, 

; | | would 


by which thou muſt acquire them?“ Waſte 
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would ſtamp me with ignominy if diſcovered, 
and rob me of the only pride, the only conſola- 
tion fortune has left me.— I have long ceaſed to 
live to the world, and to myſelf; but to my 
God, and you, I yet owe an exertion of the 
principles he gave, and you called into action.“ 
——] "roſe deeply diſordered, and attempted to 
draw away my hand; but his firmer nerves ob- 
ſtinately retained the trembling priſoner ; and 
my heart yielding to his piercing ſolicitations 
for a few minutes, 1 ſat down once more with 
him by my ſide.— Good Heavens, whileT relate 
this it appears a mere viſion Did I really ſee 
Eſſex Were my ſenſes really revived by that 
voice fo long forgotten, except when fancy re- 
called it ?—Ah, 1 have had but too ſad a convic- 
tion this has been, however ſtrange and impoſſi- 
ble appears. — Wrong me not with ſuppoſing 
I would entrap you, my ſweet love, ſaid he, I am 
even now arrived in England ; nor did I foreſee, 
in yielding to pique in a ſecret return, how 
great a happine:s I ſhould 2nſure to myſelf—diſ- 
guſted with the injuſtice of the doating Queen, 
(who has graced Howard with the laurels won 
by me) I reſolved to call my friends 8 
together, and Pembroke is juſt gone to colle 
them—at midnight ail are to meet here, and 
agree on the way moſt likely to puniſh her unfair 
deciſion. By a happineſs in my fortune, un- 
ueſſed by him, and unforeſeen by me, we walk- 
ed in this gallery while conſulting, and when 
left alone, the fatigue of my journey made me 
throw myſelf on the couch in yon window, and 
drew the curtain, to indulge the drowfineſs with 
which I was ſeized. How ſweetly was my 
flumber diſturbed, by her who has broken fo 
many 
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many with ſorrow ! Dear was the ſurprize with 
which I ſaw her enter; I ſaw the careful ſervant, 
as if actuated by love, encloſe her, and retire. 
Entranced with a pleaſure which almoſt took 
from me the power of motion, I beheld her 
lovely eyes fixed on my inanimate portrait. I 


ſaw, or rather I felt, the tender expreſſions her 


unguarded ſoul uttered. What dreary ages have 
elapſed ſince my eyes have been thus permitted 
to fix themſelves on hers—ſince in this dear 
hand I graſped the bleſſing that was to have 
given value, as well as happineſs, to my future 


life!“ “ Alas, my Lord, reſumed I, recol- 


le& that thoſe pleaſant days, thoſe flattering 
hopes, | thoſe dear wiſhes, a higher power has 


annihilated:— nor while the tie which robbed 


you'of this trembling hand ſubſiſts, can Þ ſuffer 
it to be thus preſſed in yours. Yet recollect at 
the ſame moment, the influence you ſtill have 
over my heart—an influence virtue alone con- 
teſts with you==Ah, gentle Eſſex, fix not an 
angry eye upon me you know not the wound 
you give the horrors you may occaſion?” —— 

The wild accent of my voice ſtruck even my 
oven ear, and not daring to truſt it with another 

ſyllable, I ſtrove to bury my agitation and ſen- 
ſibility in ſilence.— Alas, nature was too highly 
wrought. -A ſuffocation more painful than 
fainting enſued; and agonized with ſurprize, 

tenderneſs and fear, Eſſex would have called 


loudly for aſſiſtance. I retained juſtꝭ ſenſe 


enough to prevent him, and throwing open a 
window, he then ſought to recover me by vows 


of implicit obedience. My faculties were al- 


moſt reſtored, when a noiſe at the door made me 
wiſh them for ever annihilated. No longer able 


to 
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to conſider the juſt or proper, I threwmyſelf 
for ſhelter into thoſe arms that gladly opened to 
receive me, and buried my face in the ſattin 
cloak of Eſſex. The voice I dreaded ruſhed 
upon my ear, and inereaſing my terror, cauſed 
me to graſp my ſafeguard more cloſely.— A dan- 
ger too preſſing for apologies obliged; that gene- 
rous lover to throw me from him. I opened my 
fearful eyes, ſoon fixed by horror, to behold the 
ſwords of Lord Eſſex and Lord Arlington 
pointed at each other's boſoms. Why did not 
my frail and erring reaſon at this perilous mo- 
ment forſake me! Alas, I was never more ſen- 
ſible of agony and terror ! I thought the cry 1 
ſent forth muſt be mortal, but perceiving it in- 
ſufficient either to kill me or prevent the bloody 
conflict, I ſtarted up, aud forcibly flung myſelf 
between their ſwords : that of my huſband pierc- 
ed my ſhoulder, while his more ſkilful adverſary 
wounded and diſarmed him. Inured to every 
kind of miſery, ſave this, I beheld my ſtream- 
ing blood with a diſmay unknown before, and 
from the faintneſs it occaſioned, never doubted 
that I approached the period ſo often wiſhed for, 
and pronounced myſelf dying :—Thep raifing 
my eyes to the pale ſtatue of Efſex,''who reſting 
on the two ſwords, hung in filent agony over 
me, I adjured him to vindicate my fame, and 
beſeeching the Almighty to receive my guiltleſs 
ſpirit, and crown his future days with that ho- 
nor and happineſs I alone had interrupted, I 
turned toward the erring wretch. beſide me, with 
whoſe flowing blood mine mingled, and having 
atteſted in broken accents my innocence, deigned 
to requeſt his forgiveneſs. I had no longer, 
however, power even to receive it. Extreme weak- 
| | nels 
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neſs blended for once objects ever before ſo diſ- 


tin&, and I ceaſed to feel for the lovengor _ 
the huſband. | 31143 


When the ſick 1 of che faintings gave 


place to reflection, I found myſelf in my own 

bed; whither I underſtood I had been conveyed 
by the orders of Lord Arlington, as ſoon as the 
wound was ſtaunched :—his proved ſo flight 
that it left him no pretence for apprehenſion. 
Eagerly I enquired for Lady Pembroke, when to 
my inexpreſſible rage and aſtoniſhment: I was 
informed, ſhe had been turned from my door, 
whither friendſhip led her to venture a repulſe. 
The immaculate: character of that admirable 
woman I thought even Lord Arlington would 
have reſpected; but without deigning to inform 
himſelf. of the real circumſtances of-the:unfore- 
ſeen interview he had ſo dreadfully interrupted, 


by this rude implication he treated two of the 


moſt eſtimable and diſtinguiſhed perſons: in the 
kingdom as abettors, if not contrivers, of his 
diſhonor.— The little blood left in my veins 
turned to gall at the idea. I watched aniopper+ 
tunity to tear away the bandagts; and diſdain- 
fully reſigning myſelf to a premature fate endea+ 
voured to forget the generous hearts this raſh 
action would pierce.— The awful God whoſe 
Juſtice I thus queſtioned, ſtill extended to me 
his mercy my dangerous ſituation, was diſco> 
vered in time by my careful attendants, who 


infinitely more attached to me than their Lord, 
uſed every means to prolong the 1 


haps, wiſhed at its period. 1 


3 


In the cruel ſtate of mind which dictated this 


deſperate reſolution, it proved a melancholy ad- 
vantage; as the injury now fell on my conſtitu- 
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tion only, and eee eſcaped. It was 
many months ere I had ſtrength to croſs a room, 
or ſpirits to venture a queſtion during this me- 
morable interval I called together every enfeebled 
power, and placing. my. conſcience as umpire 
between myſelf and Lord Arlington, fixed and 
aſcertained the rights of either. Convicted even 
by: my own heart of imprudence, wondered 
not he conſtrued error into guilt: and while 
thus cool offered him every vindication of my 
innocence he could reaſonably deſire: but Lord 
Arlington was the ſlave of paſſion and caprice, 
and not having firmneſs of ſoul to form, or fix, 
a judgment, followed through eue ed 
oible obſtinacy the impreſſion of the firſt mo- 
ment. From this period he ever treated me as 
an aàrtful woman, whoſe licentious conduct had 
obliged: him to riſque his life in vain defence of 
that honor already ſullied, and loſt in my per- 
fon ; nor did he affect to inflexe his legal rights 
from any other reaſon than to ſeparate; me from 
Lord Eſſex. This conduct, and the miſrepre- 
ſentations of Lady Eſſex, blazed the fatal inci- 
dent throughout the Court, and fixed a ſtain on 
my character, time could never eraſe— happily 
that ſtain reached not my perſon or my heart, 
and an injuſtice ſo aggravating on the part of 
Lord Arlington, entitled me to forgive the little 
error in myſelf which occaſioned it. 

o1\In this conjunbture I once more turned my 
tearful eyes every way around in ſearch of a pro- 
tector to interfere between me, and a fate alike 
unmerited and ſevere.— Alas there was not a 
Human being virtue allowed me to call to my 
aid; en mne the faculties Heaven had ſo 
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une Kpectedly bleſſed me with, by: reſolving to 


ſuffer with patience.  __ „ de 
Elizabeth Vernon (our old companion) the 
fair and gentle couſin of Lord Eſſex, refolved 
if poſſible to ſee me ſhe addreſſed Lord Arling- 
ton, and demanded that privilege; the favor ſhe 
held with the Queen hindered him from denying 
a requeſt he granted with the. utmoſt reluctance. 
That ſweet girl bathed me in the tears of inno- 
cence and aftetion—tſhe told me the fear left his 
preſence ſhould incenſe Lord Arlington to fur- 
ther brutality, had induced Eſſex, when I loſt 
my ſenſes, to withdraw from a ſcene which rent 
his very heart—the ſame reaſon ſtill obliged him 
to remain at a diſtance. — That during the long 
and dire uncertainty attending my illneſs, he 
had ſcarcely breathed his own foul] continually 
told him how pute mine was. Fancy preſented 
me to him for ever, pale, fpeechleſs, expiring, 
my ſad eyes rivetted on his with a: tenderneſs 
death itſelf could not: extinguiſh: however 
uiltlefs of. my blood, every drop which gozed 
from my veins ſeemed to congeal on his heart; 
in ſine, that almoſt deified by my ſufferings, and 
his ſenſe of them, I reigned alone in his affec- 
tions, which were from this moment conſecrated 
to me by a moſt convincing proof. Having uſed 
the utmoſt art and diligence to- diſcover how 
Lord Arlington ſo ſoon became apprized of his 
ſecret return to England, and a meeting ſo un- 
planned, and ſudden, as to interrupt it almoſt 
immediately, though ſuppoſed to be as far off as 
Greenwich; Lord Eſſex learnt that his Maſter of 
the Horſe being among the domeſtics! he brought 
with him to Pembroke Houſe, had quitted it as 
ſoon as he alighted, and haſtened to Greenwich 
| | in 
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in ſearch of a girl attending on Lady Eſſex, of 


whom he was enamored; through her means 
ber Lady became likewiſe acquainted with his 
fecret arrival without knowing its motive. That 
ſuſpicious woman had already remarked Lord 
Arlington was among the bridal train, and in 
his hearing publiſhed the return of her Lord, 
with all her own injurious ſurmiſes ill fortune 
for once had given them the colour of truth, and 
Lord Arlington needed no more than the hint 
to make him mount the ſwifteſt horſe and fly to 
ſatisfy himſelf.— Lady Eſſex was quickly in- 
formed of an accident ſhe ought to have foreſeen, 
and giving way to another extravagance, paſſion- 
| ately conjured every friend ſhe met to follow, 
and prevent the conflict to which her Lord now 
ſtood expoſed—but when could friendſhip keep 


pace. with love and vengeance? The trace os 
es 


mediators arrived only time enough to wit 


the event no human power could guard againſt. 


Incenſed beyond all bounds at the conduct of his 
Lady, the raſh Eſſex took the only ſtep wanting 
to my ruin. Determined to make her ſhare the 
miſery ſhe had occaſioned, he parted with her at 
once and for ever—in vain were all her ſubſe- 
quent vows of ſorrow and repentance—in vain 


had ſhe from that moment indulged hopes of his 


cooling and conciliating—his temper til] this 
fatal period, no leſs yielding than fiery, now 
aſſumed a cold and philoſophic ſternneſs; in 
fine, that the grief and diſappointment to which 
Lady Eſſex reſigned herſelf would ſeverely pu- 
niſh her unjuſt ſuſpicions, and ere long releaſe 
her Lord from the ill-judged bondage he had 
hitherto groaned ſo impatiently under.“ 8 

r | The 
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The fair Elizabeth thus ended her recital, 
which was ſo clear, conciſe, and affecting, that 
J could net avoid taxing her with being the 
emiſſary of her couſin; her bluſhes acquitted 
her, and beſpoke a ſecret, time ſoon explained. 
She was fecretly beloved by the gallant South- 
ampton, that heroic friend who was only leſs 
attached to Eflex than myſelf, and from him 
had learnt the various particulars public report 
could not appriſe her of.—I held myſelf infi- 
nitely indebted to her friendſhip, and through 
her means ſent that farewell to Lady Pembroke 
I was not allowed to pronounce. / | Is 
It had been but too obvious through her 
whole recital, that I' was totally the victim of 
calumny, nor could any human power now 
juſtify me.—I had been found in the arms of 
Efe he fact was indubitable, the true cauſe 
of that fatal impulſe not likely to be credited, 
even when repeated. My youth, my wound, 
and my: paſt conduct, blended the raſh judgment 
of the many with compaſſion, but the moſt 
liberal- minded ventured not to acquit me. 
Thoſe impaſſioned vindications the conſcious 
ſoul of Eſſex offered, were always conſidered as 
a mere point of honor in him, and no leſs neceſ- 
ſary to his own juſtification than mine, and 
thus only ſerved to ſtamp guilt on both. — Oh, 
misjudging world, how ſeverely on the moſt 
ſuperficial obſervation doſt thou venture to de- 
cide I lèt the barbed arrow of misfortune reſt in 
the boſom it has wounded, nor by inhuman] 
tearing it out to diſcover whence it came, wok 
the heart already broken. | | 

Defamed, dejected, and forgotten by all but 
the generous liſters of the Sydney family, I fol- 

333 lowed, 
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lowed, once more, my fate in Lord Arlington; 
and reached again that Abbey deſtined alike to 
entomb me in playful childhood, and in blaſted 
youth the ſame imperious will which had de- 
ſtroyed me, had deprived that venerable manſion 
of its ſweet, its folitary charms— the hallowed 
pot where once the ivied trophies of time bound 
up the defaced ones of religion, preſented no- 
thing now but a bare and barren level; and the 
lofty woods which fo long protected alike the 
living: and the dead, had wholly given place to 
infant plantations, through the thinneſs of which 
the weary eye every where pierced : I turned 
with diſguſt from the deſolated ſcene; and lock- 
ing myſelf up in the remoteſt, and moſt gloomy 
chamber of the Abbey, ſpent my life in medi- 
tating on my every loſs. 5 
Lord Arlington now valuing me only as the 
appendage of his pride, conſoled himſelf for my 
undiflembled averſton, and cared not what em- 
ployed me, provided I was yet his legal prifoner. 
— Alas, I had no longer reſolution to reſt my 
hopes on any object to form any ſubordinate 
deſign, or to reap any ſubordinate pleaſure. 
The poor children til] ſupported by my bounty, 
no more touched the lute in my preſence—that 
over which my own fingers once wandered with 
the wild elegance of untried youth, now uſeleſs 
and unſtrung, hung up, an emblem of the dif- 
_ cordant foul of its owner. Taſte, genius, and 
ſcience, thoſe rich columns with which enthu- 
ſiaſtic fancy erects in peaceful minds a thouſand 
light aerial ſtructures, deep ſunk, and broken in 
my heart, preſented to the mental eye a ruin 
more terrible than the nobleft ſpeculation ever 
pauſed over. Miſanthropy, black-vifaged miſ- 
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anthropy, reigned there like a ſolitary ſavage, 
unconſcious of the value of thoſe treaſures his 
rude hand every day more and more'defacedz 1 
I was rouſed one night with the information 
that a favorite ſervant of. Lord Arlington's, 
who had long languiſhed in a conſumption, now! 
found himſelf at the point of death, and impor- 
cunately demanded to ſpeak with me—butall= 
diſpoſed at this ſeaſon even to the gentle offices 
of humanity, and convinced he could have no- 
thing to impart I ſhould think of conſequence, 
I rejected the requeſt; but finding his Lord was 
inebriated beyond the power of comprehending 
him, on being again ſollicited, I roſe,” and ac- 
companied by a maid who loved me, entered the 
| fick man's chamber.,—1 caſt a hurſn and cold 
glance round, and hardly heard the thanks he 
gave me—having diſmiſſed all the ſervants ex- 
cept the maid I mentioned, I prepared to liſten 
to him, imagining ſome matter relative to his 
office- of chief bailiff and ſurveyor, 'alone, could 
thus diſturb his laſt hours.“ Lady, ſaid he, 
in the hollow broken voice of approaching diſ- 
ſolution, I could not have departed in peace had 
you not beſtowed this indulgence—pardon me, 1 
Fasern pon; for propoſing to my Lord the deſ- 
truction of thoſe ruins I have ſince ſeen too 
plainly your heart was ever wrapt in—alas, that 
propoſal coſts me my life. —Condeſcend” too to 
liſten to a ſecret which continually drags'back 
my ſoul when ſtriving to quit her dangedn- 
crime perhaps brings with it a ſufficient puniſſi- 
ment. In removing the rubbiſh of the artifi- 
cial hermit's cell, in compliance with the direc» 
tions of my Lord, I one day ſaw a common lar 
borer turn up ſomething Which tried his whole 
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ſtrength, when caſting a quick and fearful glance 
araund, he covered it with earth. I diſpatched 
the men in hearing to another part, and ſeizing 
the arm of him I had watched, I inſiſted on ſee- 
ing what he had endeavoured to conceal—it 
proved to be a ſmall iron cheſt {trongly faſtened 
I agreed with him to convey it away till the 
evening, when; he might rejoin. me, and we 
would open it-and divide the contents together. 
He yielded rather to neceſſity than choice, and 
I'took the caſket with a purpoſe God has ſevere- 
ly. .puniſhed—the many keys intruſted to my 
care ſupplied one which immediately opened it; 
under a number of papers and trifles of no value, 
I found a large ſum in gold, and a few jewels—as 
I knew: my partner in the diſcovery had remark - 
ed that the cheſt was heavy; in the room of the 
gold and jewels, I ſubſtituted an iron crucifix, 
and many ruſty keys; then locking the caſket, 
waited anxiouſly for the evening. The poor 
laborer ſeeing me return, wiſtfully examined m 

features, but not daring to ee the doubt vi- 
ſible in his own, expected in ſilence the deciding 
hour. I ſuffered him to take infinite pains to 
break open a cheſt I was conſcious would not 
repay the labor—great was the poor wretch's 
diſapppintment when he emptied it affected 
the: ſame chagrin; but turning over the papers, 
I offered to give him twenty nobles; a ſure 
proof had he reflected a ſingle moment, that [ 
muſt have wronged him: he readily accepted 
this propoſal, and at my deſire, promiſed never 
to mention the incident; then with much appa- 
rent gratitude departed. Eagerly I replaced my 
guilty gains, and ſecretly reſolved to take an 
early opportunity of quitting my Lord to com- 
„5 ws | mence 
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mence builder in London; but fear did not ſuf- 1 
fer me for a time to venture this meaſure; alas, 4 g 
I have wanted health ſince to do any thing wo 
from this moment, peace, appetite, and reſt, 1 


have fled me —if worn out with watching, I 1 
dropt into a ſlumber, the idea that my treaſure 
was ſtolen, has made me often ſtart up, and re- 
gardleſs of the cold ſweat the mere apprehenſion 
has produced, I have flown in the dead of night 
to convince myſelf it was ſafe—imaginary whiſ- 
pers have ever been near my bed, and uncertain 
forms have glided through my chamber—the 
dawn of day never gave me relief, every eye 
feemed to dive into my ſecret, and every hand'to 
be intent on impoveriſhing me—in a word, Lady, 
to this ſad moment it has prematurely brought 
me; for many months doubtful whether I ſhould 
ſurvive, I have been conſidering how to beſtow 
that wealth I could no longer hope to enjoy— 
the poor man I fo baſely defrauded of it, ithed 
a ſhort time after by the fall of a pillar, and 
reſtitution to him can never be made. It came 
into my head this evening, that you were ſaid to 
have been brought up in theſe ruins; certainly 
I had often ſeen you walk and weep on the very 
ſpot where this cheſt was found; perhaps in 
giving it to you I only reſtore it to the right 
owner; accept it, Madam, and ſwear you will 
never diſcover the gift to my Lord.” —— This 
requeſt appeared a needleſs injunction, if the 
treaſure had not been obtained by defrauding 
Lord Arlington; and though perhaps I ſhould 
have been ſtent through choice, I thought it 
beneath me to engage to be ſo—finding me pauſe, 
he continued, fear not any ill deſign in this 
requeſt, Madam, you will one day be glad you 
ED Z complied 
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complied with it, and for your own ſake alone 
is it propoſed ;, the hand of my Lord is grudg- 
ing—yours bounteous as that of heaven.—Do 

not rob yourſelf of the means to be liberal 
which now are offered to you - yet on no other 
condition than the vow of ſilence will I give 
it up.“ A ſtrange deſire to examine the papers, 
more than any I felt for the money, made me at 
laſt acquieſce. My maid by his direction, drew 
the iron cheſt from an - obſcure corner, and 
emptied it of both gold, jewels, and papers, 
which ſhe and I divided, and with ſome diffi- 
eulty concealed till we reached my apartment 
he ſeemed only to have lived to make this diſ- 
covery, and a few hours after expiated his ſin 
with his life. 2124; 44 Trees ths $al\is | 
. While he ſtrove to impreſs my mind with the 

neceſſity of concealing the adventure, I pon- 
dered deeply over it; not eaſily diſcerning how 
I ſhould interpret this ſtrange ordination of pro- 
vidence; it at laſt occurred to me the treaſure - 
might be put into my hands for the aſſiſtance 
and comfort of my ſiſter how did I know whe- 
ther ſhe; was not even then haſtening towards 
me, perhaps impoveriſhed, certainly diſtreſſed? 
— Oh, how conſolatory {ſhould I find” it to 
miniſter to her external wants, though thoſe of 
her: heart ſhould be beyond my power of com- 
forting ! The contempt I felt for Lord Arling- 
ton was rooted too deep to admit of my thus 
applying bis fortune, had I been. the unlimited 
miſtreſs of it; I therefore ſaw a degree of wiſ- 
dom and propriety, in receiving and ſecreting a 
gift heaven ſeemed ſo ſtrangely to put into my 
bands, as if it were to forerun ſome yet un- 
The 
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The papers conſiſted chiefly of the correſ- 
pondence between Mrs. Marlow and Father 
Anthony, while yet they were lovers, and after 
the cruel diſcovery which annulled the nominal 
union! peruſed theſe invaluable epiſtles with 
pulſations of tenderneſs I lately thought myſelf 
incapable of; they recalled me to life and ſen- 
ſibility, and I gathered fortitude from thoſe who 
now were duſt; I raiſed. my eyes to. heaven in 
fearch of their pure tranſlated ſouls, and wan- 
dering from planet to planet, fancied there muſt 
be one peculiarly allotted to lovers now no lon- 
ger unhappy—A thouſand -trifles whoſe: value 
muſt ever be ideal and local, were preſerved 
with. theſe letters; cyphers, hair, ſonnets, dear 
perpetuatery of thoſe bright hours of youth, we 
look back on-with plea ure to the lateſt moment 
of decaying life, I kiſſed the innocentTreliques 
of ſuch an unhappy attachment with devout 
regard, and held them not the leaſt part of my 
legacy. | | 1358 1 IH 
1 diſſipated the flattering illuſion which 
led me to expect my ſiſter my mind ſunk into 
its uſual inertitude, and the acquiſition remain- 
ed, if not forgotten, at leaſt neglecte. 
From this profound ſtupor I Was at laſt rouſed 


as by an earthquake — Lord Arlington in hunt - 


ing fell from his horſe, and breaking ſome 


blood-veſſel, was brought home to appearance 


lifeleſs conſeience and humanity called on me 
to forget my injuries; I made every effort to 
ſave him, and for à time he appeared to mend; 


but the ineurable habit of inebriety he even at 


this period indulged, defeated both care and 
medicine; and after enduring a ſexies of ſuſſer- 


ings 


Wig NG s 


ee Eo REIRNS 
r 4 
ab. 


g 1 — 1 AR 
0 ———— ä I's 
* Cao wo E — * . 2 


PTT 


q y 
8 
1 
þ i 
; 8 i 
11 
4 1% 
1 „ 
1 82 
5 1 
3 LS 2 9 
2 * 
111 
, '# I 34 
1 
1 P 
4 $8) 
I 5 
4 
N 
„ | 
7 


68 FPHE REGES S, &. 
ings which annihilated my ſenſe of wrong, he 
expired in the prime of his days. 0 
\ Good heaven, what a tranſition did this event 
make in my life !—habituated to flavery—accuſ- 
tomed 'to ſuppoſe Lord Arlington deſtined to 
ſurvive me, I beheld this incredible revolution 
with mute ſurpriſe the horror of his ſufferings 
gave way, when they ceaſed, to the ſweet idea 
of liberty—liberty, ſighed out my weary heart, 
ah ! to what purpoſe is mine now reſtored ? I 
beheld myſelf in the ſituation of a' criminal, 
whoſe ſhackles are ſtruck off only to launch him 
into the immenſe ocean in a little boat, without 
rudder, oars, or ſuſtenance—where could I find 
a hope to reſt on? alone in the vaſt univerſe, 
I turned around in vain in ſearch of one gene- 
rous hand, whoſe aid I might receive without 
fear or ſhame. br ls 
The relation of Lord Arlington who ſuc- 
ceeded to his title and eſtate was an illiterate 
rude ſea officer, whom his illneſs alone had de- 
tained in England. He came on the news of 
his deceaſe; eſcorting the late Lord's two 
ſiſters, to whom the perſonals were all deviſed. 
I waited only the reading of the will to quit the 
melancholy manſion I. meant to abjure for- the 
future. Gracious heaven] how deep was my 
indignation and rage to find myſelf mentioned 
in it as an inſane wretch to whom he bequeath- 
ed a mere maintenance, and left to be confined 
under the charge of his ſiſters in St. Vincent's 
Abbey, which as a purchaſe of his own, de- 
ſcended to them ! Never, in all the'trials I had 
hitherto experienced, had I felt a tranſport like 
that this uſage excited—to extend his tyranny 
beyond the grave! — Mean, execrable wretch ! 
| even 
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even at the moment I was exhauſting the little 
conſtitution his cruelty had left me in unwea- 
ried attendance, deliberately to condemn me to 
an impriſonment ſo ſhocking, and render it 
perpetual I human nature could not reſiſt ſo 
pungent a pang—it made the miſery it puniſh« 
ed; and I ſunk into the dreary gulph once more 
from which I was lately emerging—my brain 
ſtill fires but to remember it. Oh, my ſiſter! 
whatever the inflictions of your myſterious fate, 
thoſe of mine may ſurely diſpute the woeful 
pre-eminence, 0 

The overjoyed Eſſex diſpatched an expreſs, 
as ſoon as the news of Lord Arlington's death 
reached the Court, conjuring me to quit the 
melancholy priſon I had ſo long inhabited, and 
retire to a ſeat of Lord Southampton, in Here- 
fordſhire ; whither that nobleman's bride would 
immediately repair to meet and comfort me. 

Lady Southampton was the fair couſin of Lord 
_Effex, I formerly mentioned, who by marrying 
privately had wholly loſt the favor of the Queen. 
The declining ſtate of Lady Eflex's health, he 
added, daily promiſed him that freedom, made 
doubly deſirable now I had recovered mine. It 
had always been the- intention of Lady South- 
ampton to follow her Lord to Ireland; and he 
beſought me to give him the ſweet ſatisfaction 
of knowing I was ſafe in the company and pro- 
tection of his couſin, ſolemnly promiſing not 
to obtrude himſelf on me ere the laws of ſociety 
authorized the avowal of thoſe ſentiments which 
had ſo long lived in his heart. N 
The relations of Lord Arlington, poſſe 
dy his will an abſolute power, intercepted, ar 
opened this letter far from pouring the balm 
1 =D it 
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it contained into my bleeding heart, they kept 
the dear teſtimony of an unequalled attachment; 
and ſent back the meſſenger with the melan- 
choly news of my inſanity and confinement; 
but Lord Eſſex had been already duped, and 
could not eaſily credit this information. He 
deputed Henry Tracey, a young officer, much 
in his confidence, to aſcertain my real ſituation ; 
commanding him not to be diſmiſſed by any 
other mode of conviction than being admitted 
into my preſence.— Alas! ere this was reſolved 
on, reſentment had again fired my bewildered 
brain, and Lord Arlington had little to appre- 
hend in allowing Tracey to enter my apartment. 
Buried in a profound itupor, I replied not to 
his queſtions, but drawing my mourning veil 
over my eyes, fat like a ſelf-devoted Perſian, 
the voluntary victim of deſpair. The faithful 
Tracey, ſtill fearful of being impoſed on, inſiſt- 
ed on haying my picture, and a lock of my hair, 
to prove to his Lord it was indeed myſelf he had 
beheld in this deplorable ſtate : he obtained this 

requeſt and departed. | . 
. Hah hos became of Eſſex when Tracey re- 
turned with this melancholy. confirmation ?— 
the teſtimonials his confidante had brought, 
added force to the eternal paſſion of his ſou} : 
a thouſand times he made Tracey deſcribe the 
apartment - my dreſs—my looks - and ſome- 
times fancying even that cautious friend had 
been deceived ; at others, that the wretches in 
whoſe power I was left, had, for the ſhort period 
Tracey was permitted to behold me, ſtupified 
my ſenſes; he created a thouſand deluſions to 
[counteract the fearful impreſſion of the truth. 
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D iſtracted with theſe ideas, Lord Eſſex ſet 
out for Ireland, inveſted with abſolute powers, 
and heading an army attached to him alike by 
gratitude and expectation he had not marehed 
far ere he formed the bold reſolution of com- 
mitting the conduct of the troops to Lord South- 
ampton, and turning off, he poſted to St. Vin- 
cent's Abbey, determined to judge from his own 
ſenſes of the ſtate of mine: he arrived there at 
midnight, and requiring the unwilling owners 


to produce me, in a tone which admitted neither 


denial or delay, they conducted him to my 
chamber—a dim lamp alone glimmered in it, 
and cloſing my eyes as the ſtronger lights ap- 
proached, I waved: my hand in ſtupid e 
have them removed. The tranſports of grief 
and ſurpriſe Which overcame the generous Fllen 
at this terrible conviction, threatened his own 
intellects - by ſome wonderful ordination of 
E my cold and apparently uninformed 
eart waked at that well known. voice day 
broke once more upon my ſoul, and my eyes 
once more opened to behold their darling object. 
This ſurprizing. effect of his preſence would 
have perſuaded him that reaſon had never deſert - 
ed me, had not my poor maids expreſled a joy at 
this unexpected revolution too unfeigned to be 
miſconſtrued; they intreated him to leave me 
time to ſtrengthen my faculties ere he again ab- 
forbed them, and he confined to ſtifled exclama- 
tions, and ſilent homage, all the paſſion and the 
projects with which his boſom ſwelled. . 
Alithea, who had for years been my favourite 
attendant, informed him (as ſoon as he could 
be perſuaded: to withdraw, and leave me to re- 
poſe) of the cruel afid unjuſt will, which, by 
0 | rendering 
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rendering me a priſoner for life, had occaſioned 
this dreadful relapſe. His haughty ſoul, neg- 
ligent at all times of prudence, and now per- 
haps of propriety, induced him to tell the Ar- 
lington family, that he would perifh ere I ſhould 
again be left in their power: having planted 
ſome of his moſt faithful domeſtics to guard my 
chamber door from every one but my own 
maids, he retired to the apartment allotted him, 
to meditate on the mode of proceeding leaſt 
likely to endanger my newly recovered intel- 
WAS 4 „„ 7 851 

Alithea very prudently had me bled; and I 
ſunk into a ſweet and ſound fleep, the comfort 
I had long moſt wanted. I waked late the next 
morning with intellects entirely clear, though 
weak; I remembered I had ſeen, or fancied 1 
had ſeen Eſſex; Alithea imparted to me the 
truth, and ſhed tears of joy to find I anſwered 
her rationally—I yielded to her intreaties in 
delaying till the afternoon a meeting ſo dear and 
affecting, and took the medicinal cordials. and 
other nouriſhment ſhe offered me; a few hours 
ſtrengthened me ſurprizingly, and I was at laſt 
allowed to receive the generous Jover my ſoul 
ſo much deſired. While he poured forth the 
moſt ardent vows of unremitting affection, and 
ſurveyed in tender ſorrow, the ravages grief and 
diſappointment: had thus early made in my wan 
countenance, and emaciated form, I beheld with 
ſurprize the advantages he had acquired in both 
inſtances ; his graceful flower of youth was ſet- 
tled into firmer manhood ; his fair and flarid 
complexion, ſunned over by his military ex- 
ploits, had gained ſtrength without loſing deli- 
cacy, and his eye, now no leſs accuſtomed to 

1111 | AE | com- 
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command than charm, ſeemed to employ its firſt 
power on all the reſt of the world, while its laſt 
was ſolely reſerved for me. Ah man, happy 
man | how ſuperior are you in the indulgence of 
nature | bleſt with ſcientific reſources, with 
boldneſs, and an activity unknown to more per- 
ſecuted woman; from your various diſappoint- 
ments in life ever ſpring. forth ' ſome vigorous 
and blooming hope, inſenſibly flaunching thoſe 
wounds in the heart through which the vital 
powers of the feebler ſex bleed helpleſsly away: 
and when relenting fortune grants your wiſhes, 
with unblighted powers of enjoyment you em- 
brace the dear bought happineſs ; ſcarce con- 
ſcious of the cold dew-drops your cheeks imbibe 
from thoſe of her, permitted too late to partici- 
pate your fate. FIR ky ORR. 
It was ſome days ere I dared truſt myſelf to 
converſe long with Eſſex, who employed that 
ſweet interval in amuſing my mind with lighter 
topics, while he arranged his future plans; but 
finding I till appeared calm, he ventured at laſt 
to unfold to me the mighty deſigns which floated 

in his imagination. Inexorably oppoſing 
choice to fate, my deareſt Ellinor, ſaid he, never 
from the moment I firſt beheld you, have I 
formed a project in which you were not a ſharer; 
this I am about to unfold has been for years the 
child of my dotage— collect yourſelf, liſten with- 
out wonder, and, if poffible, approve it: from 
the moment I knew the baſe arts that muſt 
have been made uſe of to ſeparate us, I clearly 
comprehended we ſhould never unite with the 
conſent of Elizabeth; but, however indebted to 
her partial diſtinction, it was a point in which 
even ſhe could not controul me; it is not the 
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poſts or advantages I derive. from her favor, on 


 dotage ; yet as that dotage, however unbecoming 
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which my ſoul values itſelf; elevated on a more 
ſolid foundation, it has taken eyery road to 
glory, and I may proudly ſay, given a grace to 


her years and her rank, has been uniform and 
generous, I have ſworn to yield Elizabeth, to 
the lateſt moment of her life, every homage but 
that of the heart ; and ſacrifice to my fealty all 
but my happineſs, —lrt is hard to reconcile duties 
and inclinations. ſo entirely oppoſite, yet I think 
ou will own 1 have done fo. _ toe this. 
. To a blind partiality for me, and her own 
egregious ſelf-Jove, the Queen ignobly ſacri- 
ficed your youth, your hopes, your - happineſs ;' 
but alas, ſhe forgot in ſo. doing, that ſhe' would 
only make them more perfectly mine—without 
any. conſideration for, the hufband ſhe had given 
vou, a wretch 1 could at any time look into 
inſignificance, I ſtudied. ſolely how to extricate 
you from a bondage not more inſupportable to 
you than myſelf.—— Among a thouſand other 
projects, I reſolved to apprize the King of Scots 
of your exiſtence and ſituation, ſoliciting, from 
his fraternal regard a ſafe aſylum, and that 
peace and protection my youth and  circum- 
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ſtances would not allow me to offer you, 1 


found means to. convey to his knowledge your 
whole melancholy ſtory—but how ſhall 1 de- 
glare to you his ungenerous conduct? Fool that 
41 was to think the man who could tamely fub- 
mit to the murder of his mother, would be in- 
tereſted. by any other tye | Far from exerting 
himſelf to reſcue the dear unbappy ſiſter I con- 
jured him to compaſſionate, he affected to dif- 
believe the ſtory of his mother's marriage 1 
26g | tne 
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the Duke of Norfolk; though the Counteſs of 
Sbrewſbury ſolemnly by ho me he had, through 
her hands, received from the Royal Mary the 
moſt authentic proofs of it, as ſoon as he 
eſcaped from the power of the Regent, and was 
allowed to act as an independent Sovereign. 
Anxious without doubt to center in 3 
every right of his mother, he voluntarily re- 
nounced all regard for either her aſhes or her 
offspring, ignominiouſly ſubmitting to kiſs the 
hand which had ſhortened her days. What 
after this is to be hoped from the 9 of Scots? 
and why ſhould you ſaerifice to a brother who 
diſowns you, thoſe bright proſpects which now 
dawn before you? Born of the firſt . Emgliſh 
IP and tae Princeſs. immediate in ſucceſſion 

to the Throne a native of this kingdom; there 
is only one thing wanting to eſtabliſh rights 
from whence you may juſtly form the higheſt 
hopes authentic teſtimonials of theſe fas : : 
and that ſuch ſtill exiſt, I have certain infor- 
mation it is true they are diſperſed among the 
Catholick relations and friends of Mary, yet do 
I not deſpair of obtaining them. The Eng- 
liſh ever diſpoſed to be jealous of their national 
rights, dread the remoteſt chance of their anni- 
hilation, and already turn their eyes toward the 
family of Suffolk in preference to receiving a 
foreign Monarch. — Fhat unhappy branch of 
the royal line, by tucns the martyrs of fear and 
policy, have bled through ſucceeding genera- 
tions, till reduced wholly to females; among 
whom there is not one endued with couragelor 
talents to venture a conteſt, had they even the 
priority of birth which reſts with you. Let us 
thew adopt the views! of Lord Leiceſter, who 


certainly 
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certainly meant by the moſt watchful policy, to 


pave the way for your ſiſter's ſucceſſion, when- 


ever Elizabeth ſhould expire. Your fate is 
bound up with that of a man much more capa- 
ble of effecting whatever views he ſhall adopt. 
Elizabeth daily totters on the verge of the 
grave diſpoſed to hate the Prince ſhe has irre- 
trievably injured in the perſon of his mother, 
ſhe ſtil] refuſes to acknowledge the King of 
Scots for her heir; and has fully inveſted me 
with every power that may enable me to profit 
by the popularity I have honorably acquired. 
My own birth, though it does not give me a 
lineal claim to the Crown of England, is yet 
noble in many generations, and princely in 
ſome. Circumſtances and merit thus entitle me 
to match with you—doubt not the ſucceſs of 
this project. Born as you are for empire, en- 
dued with beauty to adorn, and majeſty to dig- 
nify it—with inconteſtable evidence of your 
birth (which I will employ every art to pro- 
cure) I will boldly preſent to the people of 


England another blooming Queen—they will 
with joy adopt you; nor can the feeble at- 
tempts of the boyiſh Scotch pedant againſt an 


army won by my munificence, endeared to my 


command, and relying on my valor, affect a 
claim ſo ftrongly ſupported. How many in- 
ſtances does our on hiſtory ſupply: where cou- 
rage and popularity have dethroned monarchs 
in full poſſeſſion of every other advantage? 
"You now are informed of what has long been 
the ultimate object of my life; every action and 
view has had a ſecret reference to it, and far 
from idling away my youth in the various plea- 
_* Tures the gay Court of Elizabeth offered to her 


favo- 
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favorite, I have continually ranged the ſeas, 


watched in camps, diſciplined armies, and by 
every poſſible means ſtudied to increaſe my mili- 
tary fame, knowledge, and popularity, as what 
muſt one day decide more than my own fate. It 
is this that has made me eager to conduct the 
Iriſh war In that country I ſhall be at the head 
of an army, which will eaſily enable me to profit 
by the loſs of the Queen, without alarming her 
_ declining years with the appearance of cabal, 

myſtery, or rebellion. —Boldly reſolve then, my 
love, to accompany me thither, as the only 
place on earth where you can be entirely ſafe ; 1 


will lodge you in ſome impregnable fortreſs with 


Lady Southampton; I will remain in the camp, 
and never approach it but by your permiſſion—1 
demand this . inſtance of your confidence, of 
your love; and ſwear in return inviolable honor 
and obedience Oh! anſwer. me not raſhly 
ſweet Ellinor—rather recall the fatal moment of 
obſtinate prudence which once before brought on 


both ſo tedious, a period of ſuffering, and re- 


member you again have the et of deciding 
ny fate and your own. 

Eſſex roſe from my feet, and left me abſorbed 
in the deepeſt reflection; my mind however in- 
ſtantaneouſly adopted the aſpiring project he had 
preſented to it. Through the dark and heavy 


cloud which had long hung over my ſou], the 


ſun of love now pierced at once, and turned. it 


all to ambient gold. Jo mount a throne; to 


{hare it with the choice of my heart; to give to 
him that ſovereignty I owed to his valor—l was 
aſtoniſhed the idea had ſo long eſcaped me: yet 


ſuch a train of misfortunes had ſucceeded- my 


binn as might well bliterate my ſenſe of its 
110 rights. 
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rights. Baſe. and unworthy ſon ! ſighed I, 
ungenerous, cruel brother! why ſhould facri- 
fice. to thee my only chance on this ſide the 
grave?” The mean acquieſcence of James, un- 
der a blow which almoſt nerved my arm againſt 
the royal murderer, had already ſufficiently 
ſhocked my feelings, and ſhut him out of all my 
plans; alas, I could only excuſe his miſconduct 
by ſuppoſing he was yet ſubjected to his mother's 
enemies; though even then, a generous ſoul 
would reſolutely have proteſted againſt the evil 
it could not prevent; but to learn he ſacrificed 
an inviolable duty, and every ſocial feeling, at 
the ſhrine of that bloated idol, Jef, robbed him 
of all claim to the feelings, the duties, he re- 
nounced. The determined plan of the generous 
Eſſex had every thing in its favor, nor was my 
concurrence ſo neceſſary to his ſucceſs as happi- 
neſs— but wherefore ſhould I heſitate, when not 
to unite in it 17 to deliver myſelf up to an im- 
placable enemy? yet as avowedly to depart with 
Effex, or even after him, would awakeh dan- 
gerous ſuſpicions in the mind of Elizabeth, 
and confirm all the ſlanders of the world; J 
pondered much on a ſingular idea that role in 
my mind, by which both might be obviated; 
indeed the ſituation of my health would have 
ſufficiently oppoſed my going with him, had no 
other objection occurred. perceived an air of 
ſtifled anger in Eſſex when be returned, which! 
conjured him to expO und: It is a matter of 
nd conſequence, ſaid he, with his uſual frank- 
neſs; fortunately the few friends I have' brought 
with me ate tried and valiant, and we have the 
power in our own hands: the wretches, my 
ONE: who ſurround you, pretend an authority 
from 
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from the Queen, as well as from the late Lord 
Arlington, for your detention; this will oblige 
us to uſe a violence I had rather have avoided, 
but that is a trifle.” Oh! call not any thing a 
trifle which affects your ſafety, however remote- 
ly cried I; in yielding to the bold project you 
have ventured to form, beware I do not become 
its ruin—yes, look not on me with ſo marked a 
wonder ; my ſoul accords to, adopts at once all 
your views. I will at laſt indulge my heart, 
and thus affiance it to yours—born to purſue 
your fortune, I will joyfully conſent to partake 
it, ſo you, in return, ſwear the confidence will 
render you but more guarded ; in conſidering 
my own honor, I am only watching over yours; 
pledge then your word that you will not inter- 
fere with my plan, and I in return will vow, 
that all I henceforward form, ſhall have the ſame 
tendency with your own.” 

The generous Eſſex ſcarce credited his ſenſes, 
and gave with readineſs the aſſurance I defired, — 
Reſolved to guard my ſiſter's prior right, and 
unable to judge of the motives which mightbury 
her for a time in oblivion, I inſiſted on his ſup- 


porting her claim in preference to mine, if ever 


ſhe ſhould appear ; and he perhaps the more rea- 
dily acquieſced in this requeſt, from a convicti- 
on ſhe no longer exiſted, as all my opinions 
on that head appeared to him entirely viſio- 
nary. „3 

Retubng to conhde in this dear raſh Jover the 
means by which I meant to rejoin him, I obliged 
him to aſſume an air of grief and deſpair, which 
perſuaded the Arlington family I had relapſed 
into inſanity. In the interim a maid of mine 
had been ſeized with an epidemic fever of the 
Vor, II. * -. mot: 


_—__ 
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moſt dangerous kind; I impatiently haſtened 
the departure of Eſſex, leſt the cruel malady 
ſhould infet him, and conjured him to wait 
with Lady Southampton at the Port, from 
whence the troops had already embarked, till I 
ſhould rejoin him. The air of ſatisfaction he 
perceived in me, made him comply againſt his 
better judgment, and the Arlington race no leſs 
overjoyed at his departure than my ſuppoſed re- 
lapſe, and fearful of the epidemic fever, ſhut up 
thoſe who immediately attended on me, in the 
quarter of the Abbey I inhabited, avoiding it 
themſelves as though the plague were incloſed 
there. | 
In this ſolitude I executed a ſurprizing pro- 
ject I had long meditated : from the moment I 
was informed of the mock interment of Lord 
Leiceſter, my mind had dwelt on the idea; J 
ſaw it was only to methodize the moſt wild and 
romantic plan, and however unfeaſible it at firſt 
appeared, time might form and bring it to effect. 
— The treaſure of the ſurveyor now became a 
treaſure indeed; reflection convinced me the 
bequeſt originated in that wretch's having been 
the confidante as well as witneſs of his Lord's 
ungenerous will, and by thus neg of it, he 
enabled me to eſcape from the deſpicable bon- 
dage it entailed upon me, without betraying his 
truſt. —The maid, who alone witneſſed the myi- 
terious legacy, had, by her inviolable ſilence on 
ſo ſingular an event, ſufficiently proved that ſhe- 
could merit my whole confidence ; fortunately, 
ſhe was no leſs favoured by thoſe in whoſe power 
I was left, and became of courſe the propereſt, 
and only aſſiſtant I could fix on: by thus turn- 
ing the artifice of the Queen upon herſelf, I 
| | might 
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might at once eſcape from her power, and that 
of the guardians under whoſe care ſhe had placed 
me; and gratify the firſt wiſh of Eſſex without 
endangering his ſafety. OY: 
Alithea embraced the plan with joy, and en- 
gaged her parents, who were labourers in the 
neighbourhood, to aid the deluſion. —I affected 
40 15 ſeized with the ſame fatal fever as ſoon as 
the maid's ſymptoms became mortal, and when 
ſhe ſoon after died, reſigned my bed to her 
corple : her hair, height, complexion, and age, 
ſo far agreed with mine as to ſecure me from 
common obſervation, and dread of the contagion 
ſaved us from a very ſtrict ſcrutiny; as it was 
believed the maid expired at the ſame time with 
myſelf, by Alithea's judicious management her 
ſuppoſed body was to be delivered to the parents 
of that faithful domeſtic ; when placing myſelf 
and treaſure in the homely coffin, I was bold] 
conveyed like the Empreſs Maud through the 
midſt of my enemies, and lodged in their hum- 
ble cot till enough recovered to purſue the route 
of Eſſex. 
Alithea now publiſhed the news of my deat 
through the family, who heard of it with joy; 
the unguarded conduct of the generous 2 
had ſuggeſted to them, that to have ected under 
the authority of the Queen, might one day be a 
very inſufficient vindication: — this idea added 
fear to that hatred they always entertained for 
me, and with pleaſure they buried both thoſe 
paſſions in my grave. — Having furveyed my 
wardrobe, jewels, and papers, without finding 
the leaſt deficiency, they prepared for my inter- 
ment, and diſcharged my immediate attendants; 
among them the favored one who had aided my 
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ſcheme, and her return to her parents reſtored 
peace to my boſom. 

From the humble cot of that honeſt creature's 
parents do I cloſe this period of my memoirs 
here, as from an inviſible world, have I ſurvey- 
ed the gloomy pageant, with which the errone- 
ous judgments of thoſe from whom I eſcaped 
have dignified a low-born female, and by plac- 
ing her pompoully at the fide of Lord Arlington, 
they perhaps have blundered unconſciouſly on 
propriety.—As the ſable train wound by my 
window, my ſoul pauſed on the ſolemn vanity 
Oh! that in thy tomb, thou quiet ſleeper, 
ſighed I, may be interred with my name all the 
painful part of my exiſtence | that renovated to 
a new and happier being, I may emerge again 
into that world which ſtil] opens a flowery path 
before me, with corrected ſpirits, unfaltering 
reaſon, and a temper ſuperior to the ſhocks of 
misfortune |! „„ 


+ * % * „ * 


The ſoul, ever capricious and uncertain, 
fully enjoys wy the pleaſures it makes for it- 

ſelf. Often do I ſeem even in this ruſtic aſylum, 
concealed in the coarſe garments of the other 
ſex, and looking towards a diſtant kingdom as 
my home, to have hoards of hope and happineſs 
to build on, my youthful, healthful days were - 
never bleſt with. . 


«„ * * „ „ # 
My own fate has once more recalled to my 


mind that of Matilda— 1 have meditated much 
| | on 
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on a ſiſter ſo dear alas, toogertainly Eſſex is in 
the right, and there exiſts not a being I can call 
by that name. Long years have ſucceeded each 
other, and ſtill that incomprehenſible myſtery, 
that dreadful filence continues; there is no cir- 
cumſtance but death that could occaſion it.— 


Farewell then, oh name ever ſo pleaſant to my 


lips, ſink deep into my heart, and remain eter- 
nally engraved there farewell, thou pure ſpirit ! 
too etherial for a world ſo grofs, I will no more 
look for thee on its ſurface, I will no mere 1ma- 
gine thee beneath it—no, I will now raiſe my 
tedfaſt eye to that heaven ** where the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling,” and in ſome yet undiſco- 
vered ſtar fancy I behold thee! Ah deign, if ſo, 
to guide the uncertain ſteps of a wanderer, and 


if my cruel fate conduct them {till toward preci- 


pices, irradiate the ſcene, and deliver me from 


the danger !—My ſpirits are high wrought, and 


a ſolemnity too exquiſite for deſcription poſſeſſes 
3 faculty muſt ſteep them all in a lethargy 
ere J recover My equanimity. 


S W W # # #* 


Happineſs ! undefinable good, in what ſhall 

I comprize you ? no, I will not ſuppoſe it can 
be done in gold, and yet how pure was the tran- 
ſport a little of that vile metal called into the 
care-furrowed countenances of Alithea's vene- 
rable parents! To the earth which gave, I have 
reſtored the remainder ; it is buried eaſtward un- 
der the ſpreading cheſnut planted by Edward IV. 
—that popular tree, protected alike from the ca- 
price of its owner, and the ſpade of the laborer, 
will hide it ſafely; but, oh! if ever one noble heart 
5 ſighs 
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ſighs under its ſhade, opprefled with the ſting of 


penury, may ſome good angel whiſper, you 
reſt on that which can fully relieve you.” 


All is now prepared for my flight; I have re- 5 


fuſed the attendance of Alithea; it will be well 
ſupplied in the remembrance that ſhe is happy 
indulgent heaven has given to ber, parents who 
grow old in peace and virtue, a lover who 
knows not falſchood or ambition, and a ſoul 
juſtly grateful for. bleſſings beyond all valuation 
—the faithful creature delays the hzppineſs of 
him ſhe loves till he ſhall have conveyed this 
broken narrative into the hands of Lady Pem- 
broke; nor do I fear to truſt him with it.— 
Dear, noble friend, once more my ſoul fondly 


ſalutes you; beſtow on my flight thoſe pious 
prayers with which virtue conſecrates our pur- 


poſes, and believe mine riſe ever for you, If 
we meet again, remember it muſt be with plea- 
ſure, 


LADY PEMBROKE WRITES. 


Scarce had I recovered from the ſurprize and 
grief occaſioned by the publication of this ſweet 
creature's ſuppoſitious death, ere a ruſtic de- 
manded permiſſion to ſee me, and myſteriouſly 
delivered the wonderful packet—alas, how af- 
fecting did I find it ! far, however, from drying 
up my tears at learning ſhe yet lived, I looked 
with terror on the future, leſt every following 
day ſhould multiply, or terribly finiſh her miſe- 
ries. Ah, dear Matilda! I cannot agree with this 
fair viſionary, who ſo eaſily adopts the romance 
of her lover. — Something feems to aſſure me 
thou art ſtill alive, and ſuffering ; and for bo 

ake 
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ſake I will preſerve theſe melancholy memorials : 


alas! perhaps it were truer kindneſs to deſtroy 


LL LT TEL. 
Ts: Dated Drogheda, 
FROM the ſafe ſhores of another kingdom 


once more do I greet my friend. Alas! ill can 


vue judge for ourſelves, dear Lady Pembroke. 
Provided with a fleet horſe, I ſet out to follow 
Eſſex, but ſcarce had I travelled a ſingle day, 


ere my ſhattered conſtitution (no longer able to 


ſuſtain the leaſt toil) claimed two, to recover the 
fatigue of the firſt. During my {tay at the inn, 
my youth, the delicacy of my perſon and man- 
ners, with the air of reſerve 1 found it neceſſary 
to aſlume, excited a curioſity my liberality alone 
was able to bound: though even that gave riſe 
to ſuſpicions almoſt equally dangerous. I be- 
gan to fear my ſcheme would wholly fail in the 
execution ; I hired, however, two ruſtics well 
recommended, as a guide, and an eſcort; yet in 
travelling on the ſolitary mountains of Wales, 
often dared not turn my head over my ſhoulder, 
leſt in my guards I ſhould behold my murderers. 
My impaired health rendered the journey very 
tedious ; during its progreſs, I paſſcd for a poor 
youth following the ſteps of my father, and far 
gong in a conſumption.— After immenſe fatigue, 
1 arrived at length at the port; where I under- 


ſtood with inexpreflible chagrin that Eſſex had 


embarked for Ireland a week before.—Alas ! a 
moment's recollection enabled me to account for 
this, apparently, ſtrange deſertion :——in my 

eagerneſs 
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eagerneſs to conceal my favorite ſcheme, I had 
forgot to guard againſt the chance of my Lord's 
being informed of my ſuppoſed death ere I reach- 
ed him. Onenquiry, I plainly perceived he had 
left ſpies in the neighbourhood of St. Vincent's 
Abbey when he quitted it, who, miſled by re- 
port, had haſtened after him with news of the 
melancholy event. I learnt he had delayed croſ- 
ling from time to time without giving any reaſon 
for it, but on being rouſed by the arrival of two 
officers, he ordered the ſeamen to be called in the 
dead of night, and embarked the moment the 
tide favored his departure. 

Though this information left me only myſelf 
to reproach, it did not leſſen my chagrin. I 
wandered toward the ſhore to meditate at leiſure : 
it was ſtill littered with ſoldiers and their appen- 
dages; they were indulging with ungoverned 
licence, in drinking and riot. —Every thing - 
beheld, increaſed my fears of the voyage : 
was indeed a tremendous thought; to ark 
with a numerous body of licentious men for an 
unknown country, while wrapt in myſtery my- 
ſelf, and without a protector. —How, if actuated 
by curioſity, or a leſs excuſable motive, they 
ſhould gueſs at my ſex, and pry into my ſtory ? 
perhaps even the name of their general would 
want influence to guard me. I turned woman 
again, and trembled at the bare idea. While 
jrreſolute in what manner to diſpoſe of my un- 
fortunate ſelf, I obſerved a body of travellers 
approaching, and underſtood with joy it was 
Lady Southampton and her train, eſcorted by a 
choſen troop, for whom thoſe I had already ſeen 
waited—I bleſt indulgent heaven, which thus 


relieved me from the effects of my own indiſcre- 
tion, 


THE BECESS, ia © 
tion, and demanded to ſee her—to ſee her was 


enough, for with the penetration natural to her 
ſex, ſhe inſtantly knew me, and throwing her 


arms round my neck, reproached me with a ge- 
nerous freedom for having retarded her journey, 


by obliging her to wait in vain for my arrival; 


and finally, for ſhocking her with the fictitious 
ſtory of my death. —I explained to her my un- 

uarded conduct, and its motives.—She aſſured 
me ſhe dreaded the effect it might have on my 
lover, as her Lord had not time to write more 
than that Eſſex was in deſpair for my loſs, nor 
dared he venture to leave him; therefore con- 
jured her to confide herſelf to the care of the of- 
ficers he mentioned, and follow with all expe- 
dition, — This information doubled the regret 
which had already ſeized on me; but to guard 
againſt all ſuſpicion and enquiry, I reſolved to 
retain my maſculine habit, and paſs for one of 
Lady Southampton's pages, till ſafely lodged in 
Ireland. 1 | 

We arrived here laſt night, and found a letter 
from Lord Southampton, lamenting the impoſ- 
ſibility of waiting for his Lady, without aban- 
doning Eſſex to a grief which urged him to 
raſhneſs and deſpair ; he ended with conjuring 
her to remain in this town till he had confidered 
how to diſpoſe of her ſafely.—Oh, fortune, for- 
tune, how unfairly do we accuſe thee, when 
folly alone has led us into error I am more 
miſerable than it is poſſible to expreſs. Lady 
Southampton would fain perſuade me this over- 
ſight may eventually prove lucky, as it will pre- 
vent my again ſeeing Eſſex ere the death of his 
Lady.—Ah ? what alteration can her loſs make 
in my fate — “ I tel] 325 my watchful friend, 

| 5 


you 


e, e e e ee Rs” 
—W . =. 2 * * a © Kms —_— D 
F ä 


I 
q 
1 
N 
*Y 
Þ 
F 
1 
+\ 3-4 
& "a. 
= Þ 
aA wo 1 
Bs 15 0 
2 x 
84 
9 
7 
3 
1 1 
l 3 
* vs 
1 f 
9 S 
"no 2 
5 * 
1 
+ «IF 35 
, 
_ 
p {YA 
2. 
2 £8 
F< 281 
18 E 
* J vg 
4:48 
= v2.0 
TAI 
2 
if 7 
1 
1 
LY £ 
WM 
— 
ES 
= 
2% 
RS 
= 
4 
WE, 
oy” 
F 4 
1 
* 
PS. 
= 
> of 
4 
9 
x 
13 
13 
4 * 
3 
8 4 
> EY 
* 4s 
+7 20 
* 
: 
18 
; 
| 
1 
1 
* 1 
(i 
" 
1 
= 
7 
17 * 
ov 
4 
4 
0 


_—- 
y 
W U . x — ns 
S% 5 d nee . ee e ne Sore I A — ts 
. — * — 7 DOT n r 
_ W . — — N 2 75 8 
err 


ER 
m— 


* 2822 
3 


3 


* 2 2 
I — OPT REne - - --- = 
— WC 92 * . te . 2 2 


by > Po 2 — . — 
- p es 2 - "_ 3 r 
- * W 11 r "Fn = n 3 —— — 
4 * 8 
„ar - . 2 
_ — — 


2 
5 
F 
* 
7 
= 
* 
as 
1 
7 

15 I's 
*i 
TW. 
2 

3 

Tx 
4 
PI. 
a3 
* 

1 

1 
* 
a 
17 
* 
KY 
. 

* 

2 1; ? 
2% 
OR 
4 

33 47 

2 * 
* 

4.4 

= 
* 
$f 

RTE 

1 
$4 

1 

4 
5 
i= 
1 
* 


Y 
. 
LN is 
5 
* 
. 
7 
5 
Fj 
= 
„ 
* 
3 
& 
75 


1 «& 
— rn 


71 
2 
5 


ed 


© L 
S an * . * — n 
— 3 5 4 " 
„ 9 — * * n 
9 2 3 — nene en dn et ers ge — 
— 4 1 * 6a C G wrt 
% * — 


1 LIT a 
OT ESO. 
* 3 4 . 


— 
a Sas r whe 
— . 3 5 
LF - 3 — 8 45 


2 Tn ds 
os N Sr. Jar 2 


. 
„ F. 
on 


a, * b 


Wor +. 
PST AL 2 "1: 3 


2 2 
— 

= = ET 
. 


1 
it: 0 7 jo 
Wa ont 
c is 
bs 8 mY 1 FE 8 
* « 33 


rr RECESS, . 


you cannot love my honor more than I do his 


ſafety - between him and me there is another bar 
not leſs inſurmountable. Did not my ſiſter's 
marriage with a favorite of Elizabeth coſt him 
his life ? Alas, perhaps hers too was ſacrificed !” 
—over her myſterious fate a dark veil early fell, 
dipt perhaps in the blood of her beloved—rather 
may I ſee my own veins opened, than ſurvive 
ſuch a calamity ; nay, even at this moment it 
has perhaps fallen on me, and I may bedying in 
Eſſex while yet unconſcious of my fate—oh, 
what horrors take poſſeſſion of my ſoul at 
the bare idea Lady Southampton has 


ſealed her Engliſh diſpatches, and I can only ſay 
adieu. 


CV 


Dated Drogheda. 


BOUND to this ſpot, my generous friend, 
and dreading all which paſſes beyond it, hardly 
can my heart feel the congratulation you beſtow. 
Environed by enemies, and rendered raſh by de- 
ſpair, Eſſex now renounces the glorious viſions 
he poſſeſſed my imagination with, and reſigns 
himſelf wholly up to his command. —Oh, that 
the arrow which ſtabs me ſhould have been 
ſharpened by my own hand I— All here is alarm, 
uncertainty, and confuſion—we get and loſe in 
the courſe of every day a paſſage to our friends, 
nor dare we truſt to that channel aught of im- 
portance. Sir Coniers Clifford with a choſen 
body of troops was yeſterday ſurrounded, him- 
ſelf and half his men cut off immediatel 
among the officers was a relation of Lady South- 

ampton's ; 
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ampton's ; ſhe has been weeping the whole day 
for him. —-For my own part, conſcious I have 
not a tear to beſtow on common infliftions, I 
gather mine into my heart, which feels ready to 
pour forth a deluge the moment one of my, many 
fears ſhall be confirmed—you can form no con- 
ception of the wants, the woes, the horrible 
ſcenes we witneſs, Born and bred in the arms of 
luxury and proſperity, a diſtant war but faintly 
affects our minds; but oh, how tremendous 
does it appear when once we are driven into its 
tempeſtuous ſeat !—death, ghaſtly death, aſſumes 
a bloody variety of forms; while rapine, famine, 
ſickneſs, and poverty, fearfully forerun him. 

I have hitherto thought my ſiſter's fate more 


conſummately wretched than even my own, but 


how is every evil lightened by compariſon |— 
Beloved Matilda, born as you were to woe, you 


ſaw but one bounded proſpect of the infinitude 


the globe preſents to us; the horrors of this 
were unknown to you—uncomforting is the 


pillow of her who ſleeps within the ſound of a 


drum, and fancies its every ſtroke is fate.— Is 
this to live? Ah no! it is. to be continually 
dying. 1 „ 

This country ſo nearly allied to our own, yet 


offers to our view a kind of new world; divided 


into petty ſtates, inveterately hating each other, 
it knows not the benefit of ſociety, except when 
neceſſity combines the various parties againſt a 
common enemy; yet, though neceſſity unites, 
it cannot blend them; the leaſt ceſſation of ge- 
neral danger awakens all their narrow partialities 
and prejudices, which centinually break out 
with bloody violence. The advantages of com- 
merce, the charms of literature, all the graces 
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of civilization, which at once enrich the mind 
and form the manners, are almoſt unknown to 
this people ; with a ſavage pride they fancy their 
very wants virtue, and owe to their poverty and 
unregulated valor, which often enables them to 
contend with well-diſciplined troops, whom 
they ſometimes defeat by mere want of know- 
ledge ; at others, on the contrary, they obſti- 

nately purſue an unequal conteſt, while ſpecu- 
lating reaſon turns away from the bloody ſcene, 
vainly conſcious that their mangled bodies ftrew 
the earth, only becauſe no' benevolent being has 
yet deigned to attewpt the conqueſt of their 
minds. | 

How deeply muſt ſuch refletions operate on a 
heart bound up in the life of the accompliſhed 
leader ! endued but with the common powers of 
humanity, expoſed with the reſt, alike to the 
ſword and to the elements, he, even he, muſt 
one day periſh ; and while I weep the wretches 
every hour deprives of their beloved protectors, 
I know not but I may at the ſame moment be 
added to the number.—Ah, if deſpair ſhould 
impel Effex,—his natural heroiſm needs no ſuch 
incentive—ſhould he fall, unconſcious of my 
yet ſurviving, to that fatal though well defigned 
artifice I ſhould for ever impute his loſs, and 
die for having feigned to do ſo. 

A wild fancy has taken ſtrange poſſeſſion 
of my mind—Lady Southampton ſays it is mad- 
neſs ; perhaps it really is ſo, but I can think of 
nothing elſe; ſhe, however, is too timid to 
judge—ſhe will paſs her whole life here I really 
believe, = | 
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Were 
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Were I but for a moment to behold that 
expreſſive countenance,—were I by a kind of 
reſurrection again to appear before him I- 

Something irreſiſtible impels me—a choſen 
troop are now ſetting out—lI ſhall be ſafe finder 
their protection. — Ah, if this ungovernable im- 
pulſe ſhould be but a preſentiment of his danger 
—never, never ſhould I forgive myſelf were I to 
leave him wounded and dying, to the care of 
perſons comparatively indifferent. 

C Argue no longer, my dear importunate 
friend, I will go, but depend on my haſtening 
| back.” —Lady Southampton would have made 
a wretched love for Eſſex; ſhe is the moſt appre- 
henſive of women; but ſhe was not born to 
mate with that aſpiring hero. 
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A Silence ſo tedious will make you number 
me among the dead; recover yourſelf, my be- 
loved friend born to a perpetual conteſt with 
ill fortune, I ſink not even yet under the op- 
preſſion.— I have been collecting all my thoughts 
to purſue my ſtrange recital, more ſtrange in- 
deed every day. 
In our way toward Ulſter, we were inter- 
cepted by a 10 of the rebellious Iriſh, and a 
deſperate ſkirmiſh enſued—how ſhall J own it, 
and call myſelf the love of Eſſex; yet ſo it 
Was 


THE REC ESS, &.' os 


was—I, who had been ſo valiant in imagina- 
tion,, and remote from the field of action —I, 
who had in fancy lifted a ſword with the 
ſtrength of Goliah, and interpoſed a ſhield be- 
fore Eſſex, heavier perhaps than myſelf, ſhrunk 
into annihilation at the bare ſight of the conflict; 
and the faintings which laid me among the 
ſlain, perhaps alone ſaved me from being added 
to their number. I revived in the hands of 


ſome ferocious women, who in ſtripping the 
dead, had diſcovered at one moment that I yet 


lived, and was of their own ſex. Induced either 
by a ſentiment of humanity, or the hope of a 


reward, they liſtened to my eager ſupplications 


for life, and conveyed me to a neighbouring 
cabin; whither they ſoon ſummoned a prieſt, 
who opened a vein in my arm. On feebly re- 
viving once more, I caſt my eyes round in 
ſpeechleſs aſtoniſhment, ſcarce knowing whe- 
ther I ſhould think my eſcape a blefling. I 
was environed by a ſet of beings who in com- 
plexion alone bore any reſemblance to myſelf, 
their language, manners, and lives, ſeeming no 


more analogous, than thoſe of the inhabitants 
of the Torrid Zone. I laboured in vain to 
comprehend them, or to make myſelf under- 


ſtood, and was, in deſpair giving up the at- 
_ tempt, when the prieſt already mentioned came 
to my relief. Through his means I informed 


them that the Lord Deputy would redeem me 


at any ranſom, provided they ſecured me from 
danger and inſult. I ſhould, I believe, have 
enſured my own ſafety, had not the victorious 


party learnt, by ſome ſtraggler, that an Engliſh 
woman of diſtinguiſhed rank had been diſco- 


vered among the ſlain. They eagerly turned 
| | back 
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back to demand me, and the hope of reward alike 
influencing my preſervers to keep me in their 
hands, a diſpute no leſs fierce, though not ſo 
bloody, as that I had before witneſſed, follow- 
ed; it was too violent to be compromiſed, and 
at length, as the my way to prevent murder, . 
both parties agreed I ſhould be put into the 
hands of their General Tiroen; or, as ſome 
called him, O*fNeal. Intreaties or reſiſtance 
would have been equally vain, and I was obliged 
to rejoice they thought me of conſequence 
enough to act ſo honorably by me. 
During this interval, one of the ſervants de- 
puted by Lady Southampton immediately . to 
attend on me, having lingered a few minutes 
behind the Engliſh troop, followed to rejoin 
them at the moment of the onſet ; the ſound of 
the firing reached him ere he fell in with the 
ſcouts, and clapping ſpurs to his horſe, he flew 
back to the village we all had lately quitted, 
there to wait in ſafety the event of the conteſt : 
at this place he was informed, a band of rebels 
had iſſued out from an ambuſcade formed in the 
neighbouring mountain; and while he was wa- 
vering what ſtep to take, the news of my ſex 
and capture ſuddenly reached him; truck with 
the idea of ſome important myſtery, as well 
from my diſguiſe as the cautions of his Lady, 
he haſtened back to her with the ſtrange intel- 
ligence. The generous but timid Lady South- 
ampton, impreſſed ſolely with the idea of my 
danger, wrote inſtantaneouſly to Eſſex, briefly 
reciting all he did not know of my ſtory, and 
ſtrongly conjuring him to exert his utmoſt in- 

fluence to preſerve me from inſult, 5 
| | | But 
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But who ſhall paint the feelings of Eſſex, 


when the ſurprizing intelligence firſt reached 


him! intelligence which, in one moment, open- 
ed all thoſe ſources of tenderneſs. in his ſoul, 
grief and deſpair had well nigh congealed. To 
think I till lived would have been conſummate 
happineſs, had I not been thus unaccountably 
ſnatched away, even at the very moment of my 
miraculous renovation : fo ſingular a complica- 
tion of events almoſt deprived him of his ſenſes, 
and wrought impulſe up to agony. Perhaps 
the laſt untoward incident of my life was neceſ- 
ſary to ſave his brain from partaking the diſtrac- 
tion of his mind—ſick at the heart of an incu- 
rable forrow—fatigued with the cares of govern- 
ment, and the ſlavery of command, the news of 
my exiſtence and capture made him find in diſ- 
tinctions hitherto ſo oppreſſive, the ſole proſpect. 
of recovering a treaſure, which alone could give 
value to his future life.  _ | 

From. the knowledge acquired in his military 
command, Eſſex was enabled to decide on the 
character of Tiroen—he juſtly believed it un- 
principled and ungovernable; how muſt he 
tremble then to recollect my fate was in his 
hands! In a conjuncture ſo dangerous, he re- 
ſigned himſelf entirely up to the guidance of an 
impaſſioned heart, and diſpatched an officer of 
rank, charging the arch-rebel by the blood of 
thouſands yet unſpilt, not to exaſperate the Eng- 
liſh, and himſelf in particular, by maltreating 


the lady fortune had thrown into his power; 


for whoſe ranſom any ſum was rendered her 

captors ſhould demand. | 1 
This raſh and impetuous addreſs had conſe- 

quences only leſs dangerous than thoſe it guard- 
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ed againſt, Tiroen unfortunately diſcovered at 
once that he had the happineſs of the Lord De- 
puty in his keeping, and though he flattered 
him from time to time with promiſes of noble 
treatment, he ſecretly determined no doubt, 
that if he ever parted with me, it ſhould be upon 
his own terms. 

It was not till ſeveral of theſe meſſages had 
paſſed, that Tiron's curioſity led him to viſit 
me : the attention excited by my maſculine habit 
had led me immediately to requeſt one more 
ſuited to my ſex; and the delicate ſituation I 
ſtood in, obliging me to conduct myſelf with 
the utmoſt caution, I had thought it peculiarly 
fortunate to eſcape the notice of the General. 

The continual repetition of his tedious viſits, 
when once he had ſeen me; the laviſh ſupply of 
ſuch accommodations as that ravaged country 
then afforded—an obſtinate ſilence on the ſtate 
of my affairs, and the moſt weariſome diſcuſ- 
ſions of his own, all too ſoon convinced me, 


that neither his pride, his ambition, or his fe- 


rocity, had been able to guard the heart of 
Tiroen from that powerful paſſion which invi- 
gorated the being of his diſtinguiſhed rival—I 
trembled at the recollection that I was wholly 
in his power —already misjudged as the volun- 


tary miſtreſs of Eſſex, unwilling to announce 


myſelf, and unable, had I done ſo, to prove my 
right to any name or diſtinction, mine was in- 
deed a fearful ſituation. I was not allowed to 
hold any correſpondence with the Engliſh, and 
only knew by the watch kept over me, that a 
human being was anxious for my releaſe. 

W hatever conſequences might follow my ap- 


On 
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on me by T iroen, I felt every day more ſenſibly 


that I had no other means of avoiding the licen- 


tious inſolence of his officers; who fancied their 
ſervices ſo important to the cauſe they had 
eſpouſed, as to ſecure their conduct from too 
ſtrict a ſcrutiny. 

Tiroen ſought occaſions to break off, renew, 
and prolong, the ſecret intercourſe in which he 
had now engaged with Eſſex; but a lingering 
treaty agreed not with the fiery impatience of 
that unfortunate hero. His divided ſoul no 
longer could attend to the duties of his com- 
mand—the buſineſs of the war was at an end— 
Eſſex was no longer a cool and prudent Gene- 
ra], watchful to ſeize every advantage, and har- 
raſs the enemy—alas, he was now only a mad 
and extravagant lover, ready to ſacrifice every 
thing to the recovery of one adored individual. 
Delivered up to paſſion, to terror, to agony, to 
every torturing exceſs of overſtrained ſenſibility, 
at this fatal period the generous Eſſex was gra- 
dually ſacrificing the whole renown of a life 
hitherto ſo glorious. The news of Tiroen's 
love crowned his misfortunes; and that exe» 


crable traitor, determined to bring the Lord. 


Deputy to his terms, by various emiſſaries had 
him informed of plots he never laid againſt me, 
and repulſes he never ſuſtained ; ſpeciouſly diſ- 
owning ſuch deſigns in terms calculated only 
to redouble the ſufpicions of his rival. 

By artifices like theſe the warlike talents and 
dignified mind of Eſſex were kept in abſolute 
ſubjection; he no longer dared to exert the 
valour which burned proudly at his heart, but 
ſtifling every emotion love did not- excite, he 
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eagerly engaged in a ſecret and dangerous treaty. 


— The raſh propoſal of Eſſex to confer with 5 


Tiroen from the oppoſite banks of a rivulet, I 
imputed to the paſſionate deſire. a lover ever has 
to judge of the perſon and talents of the man 
who dares to rival him—this interview could not 
be kept a ſecret—alas, perhaps it decided the 
fortune of the Lord Deputy !—Misjudged from 
that moment by a buſy world which ſees only 
the ſurface of things, to timidity, to avarice, to 
indolence, to ambition, by turns, has been 
aſcribed an incident, of which love had all the 
merit or the ſhame.—Ah! had the erroneous 
multitude conſidered but a moment, ſurely they 
had diſcerned a myſtery in his conduct. — What 
could ambition, glory, pride, require, he did 
nat poſleſs already ? If to hold the moſt abſolute 
ſway over the moſt abſolute of Sovereigns could 
4 0 thoſe wiſhes, they were gratified. 
Rather, ye buſy Many, learn to pity than con- 
demn the generous frenzy of a bleeding heart 
which boldly ſacrificed every thing to an over- 
ruling, an irreſiſtible paſſion—a paſſion mine 
muſt break to anſwer—and it will break, — Oh! 
my ſhook brain, how wild it wanders! 


E * » SS 


Gay viſions of a higher, happier ſphere, 
where are ye? ah! deign to gild awhile this 
gloomy world |—how inexprethbly ſweet are at 
intervals the trances of my mind care, ſor- 
row, ſuffering, mortality itſelf is forgotten ; 
abſorbed in a bright obſcure, every high-wrought 
faculty hovers proudly on the verge of a long 

eternity 
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eternity—fye on this earthy covering, how it 
drags down my foul, my ſoaring ſoul. 


K ‚˖·̃n SS 


I wake from theſe day dreams, and return to 
my ſubject—in fruitleſs and tedious negocia- 
tions were thus conſuming thoſe days we would 
in vain recall, thoſe important days fraught with 
the very fate of the nobleſt of mankind. 

The long delays, the eternal diſappointments, 
exhauſted my patience; agitated by a thouſand 
apprehenſions, which no leſs concerned my lover 
than myſelf, miſery once more ſtruck her iron 
fangs through my quivering heart. Compelled 
to ſtruggle with a ſoul juſtly conſcious of purity ; 
to ſupport an apparent tranquillity; to adopt 
an artificial character; to ſuffer Tiroen to de- 
lude himſelf into a perſuaſion the tye between 
me and Eſſex was diſhonorable, leſt an uncer- 
tain one ſhould want power to reſtrain him, how 
many implicated indignities did I patient] 
endure !—Perſecuted with his baſe ſolicitations ; 
overwhelmed with bribes as ſplendid as they 
were contemptible, I could ward off his expec- 
tations only by a feint my nature diſdained. In 
anſwer to his unbounded offers, and tender 
proteſtations, I one day bad him remember that 
in thoſe inſtances he could not ſurpaſs the gene- 
rous lover he ſought to rival; for that it was in 
the power of Eſſex to give me every thing but 
his z:tle.—Tiroen -pauſed indignantly for a mo- 
ment, and *my heart exulting in its artifice, 


fondly hoped the ſpectres of his whole line of 


royal anceſtors would ſweep before him, pre- 
cluding every idea of a union ſo diſhonorable, 
| : Y His 
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His whole eſtimation, and the ſucceſs of the war 
_ depended, I well knew, on his retaining the 
affections of the people, and how could he hope 
for thoſe if he diſgraced the blood of the 
O Neal's? He ſcarce credited the boldneſs of 
idea which appeared in this hint of mine, and 
ſtruck with a perſuaſion I muſt be of ſome ſupe- 
rior rank to dare thus to elevate-my eyes to him, 
he once more attempted to dive into a myſtery 
ſo carefully and obſtinately concealed. 1 was 
however on my guard, and ſunk again into my 
original obſcurity. Still eager to poſſeſs a wo- 
man he could not eſteem, he at laſt aſſured me 
(after having obſerved that an engagement to a 
lady of his own family alone held his part 
together) that he could bind himſelf in ſecret 
by every tye I ſhould dictate. I unwarily re- 
plied, the conduct and love of Eſſex had been ſo 
unqueſtionably noble, that nothing but a ſupe- 
rior and public marriage could vindicate me 
.even to myſelf, in breaking with him. —Tiroen's 
look and anſwer made me ſenſible of the danger 
of this ſpeech, and that in leaving him without 
hope, I had left myſelf without ſafety. I felt 
from this moment like a wretch entirely de- 
voted; and under the name of indiſpoſition (of 
which indeed I had ſufficient reaſon to com- 
plain) I procured from a ſurgeon who bled me, 
a quantity of liquid laudanum, ſome portion of 
which I pretended to take every night, but in 
reality reſerved the whole of it for that fata 
one which ſhould confirm my fears. 
Such were the ſufferings of Eſſex and myſelf, 
while the two camps were in fight of each other, 
and nothing but the moſt guarded vigilance 
could prevent the incenſed Engliſh from coming 
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to action, —T was one evening alone in the tent 
allotted to me (for Tiroen would never truſt me 
in any neighbouring fort or town) which, from 
the aſcent it was pitched on, commanded the 
whole valley, and looking with tearful eyes 


towards the increaſing fires in the Engliſh camp, 


when -Tiroen approached me unawares—his 
complexion was fluſhed with wine, and his eyes 
and air ſhewed a determination at which my 
nature ſhuddered—no longer regarding deco- 
rum or reſpect, his manners made me in a mo- 
ment ſenſible I had deferred taking my laudanum 
too long.—An idea, at which I have never 
ceaſed to wonder, ſuggeſted itſelf to my mind ; 
and while fluctuating between the poſſible and 
impoſſible, I a little ſoothed the boiſterous 
wretch, at whole profligate vows I trembled— 
intoxication deprived him of the guard he had 
ſo long kept over his lips—imagining himſelf 
already poſſeſſed of the beloved of Eſex, he 
could not forbear vaunting of -the addreſs which 
ſecured her to him. I learnt with equal horror 
and amazement, that the long delay my capture 
and the ſubſequent treaties had occaſioned in 
the war, were all concerted ſtrokes of diabolical 
policy to ruin the fair fame of the Lord Deputy. 
— That during theſe fatal treaties, Tiroen-him- 
ſelf had ſent the moſt indubitable proofs to 
Elizabeth of the miſconduct of her General, and 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe he would imme- 
diately be recalled, and ignominiouſly puniſhed : 
nor could ſhe ever ſelect another equally dear 
to the army, on which every thing in war de- 
pended, I turned with ineffable diſdain to- 
ward the monſter. —Oh, that an eye-beam could 
have killed him !—Engrofſed, however, by his 
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various views, inflated with ſelf-love and ap- 
plauſe, and confuſed with wine, he ſaw not a 
glance which would inſtantaneouſly have un- 
folded my whole heart, to the execrable, the 
ungenerous traitor; unworthy the race he ſprung 
from, and the ſword he drew. He continued 
to expatiate on his hopes of wholly expelling 
the Engliſh, and aſcending the throne of Ire- 
land; but what after this unwary and black 
diſcovery could his views be to me? A thouſand 
dangers were preſſing upon my ſoul, and a thou- 
ſand projects floating in my brain : I had hardly 
temper or recollection to methodize any—while 
he continued to charm himſelf with the diſclo- 
ſure of all his vanity and ambition, hatred and 
Horror nerved my heart with courage to execute 
a ſtrange deſign, the deſperation of ſuch a mo- 
ment alone could have ſuggeſted. Convinced, 
by the tenor of his diſcourſe and conduct, IL 
that could eſcape his licentious purpoſes only 
by feigning an intention of yielding to them, 
I ſmoothed my agonized features into a ſmile 
which almoſt ſtiffened to a convulſion, and com 
plained of thirſt—a glaſs of water ſtood by, of 
which I drank—inclination no leſs than gal- 
lantry, made him inſiſt on pledging me; but 
refuſing to give him the water without wine, 
I mixed it with an officiouſneſs perhaps too ob- 
vious, adding the whole quantity of laudanum 
provided for myſelf. The haſte and tremor 
attending ſo dangerous a tranſaction, might well 
have excited diſtruſt in him at any time, much 
more at ſuch a crifis; but not in a condition to 
obſerve very ſtrictly, and delighted with a con- 
deſcenſion on my part alike new and unexpected, 


in a tranſport of gallantry he dropt on his knees, 
| 5 and 
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and uniting my name with his own, cemented 
both with that of happineſs : the latter ſeemed 
to tremble back into my heart as he eagerly 
ſwallowed the beverage. Sleep had before ho- 
vered over his eyelids ; it was now forerun by 
ſtupefaction. The hour of reſt arrived; but 
the women who uſually ſlept in the outer tent 
came not near it—I could not doubt but that 
their abſence was owing to the previous orders 
iven by their General], and falling on my knees, 
intreated him who armed the Aſſyrian with 
courage voluntary to dare the fituation into 
which I was brought unconſenting, to bear me- 
boldly and ſafely through it. A fortitude equal 
to the danger, ſeemed to ſpring from the addreſs 
and the occaſion. —T he regimental cloak Tiroen 
had thrown off on entering, ſerved to cover my 
maſculine habit, which I reſumed with expedi- 
tion: it was a cloak ſo remarkable, and familiar 
to every eye in the camp, as almoſt to enſure 
my ſafety. I overweighed my throbbing tem- 
ples with his warlike plume, and finally, draw- 
ing from his finger a ſignet to produce if neceſ- 
fary, I boldly graſped his dagger to decide my 
fate ſhould I be diſcovered, and iſſued forth a 
ſecond Judith. 8! PE Wy CTR 
I had warily marked the progrefs of the night; 
the laſt watch had now gone by, and the time 
was paſt when it was probable any officer ſhould 
be ſtirring of note enough to addreſs the Gene- 
ral. I had heard Tiroen ſay it was his common 
practice to walk the camp at night, and in that 
confidence ventured to paſs for him. Scarce 
had I gone a hundred paces when the homage 
of the centinels aſſured me the counterfeit was 
undiſcovered, | ER 
V or. II. F With 
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With an, agitated heart I paſſed from one to 
another, guided only by the diſtant lights (for 
Tiroen always. pitched his camp on a kill) till 
near the advanced guard, I then retired behind 
a large tent, and diſrobing myſelf of their Ge- 
neral's accoutrements, put on a common hat I 
had carried for that purpoſe—what were my 
terrors when having reached the confines of the 
camp, now doubly watched, I preſented the 
ſignet as a proof I was ſent on earneſt buſineſs. — 
The guard heſitated, but after tediouſly de- 
bating, while I. went through tortures, they 
Judged it prudent to admit a token which alone 
could have enabled me to reach-them, and I was 

ſuffered to pals. | | 
I ſhot like an arrow from a bow when once 
theſe dreaded limits were overleaped, - ſcarce 
daring to addreſs. my very ſoul to heaven, leſt 
one loſt moment ſhould undo me. rs 
Whether my eyes had deceived: me in the 
imagined nearneſs of the Engliſh camp, or my 
trembling and unguided feet had wandered wide 
of it, I know not; but ſorely were they bliſtered 
ere I approached its limits—piercing through 
thickets which tore alike my garments and my 
fleſh, with ſpirits fainting even to death, I ſud- 
denly heard a ſcout give the watch-word in 
Engliſh, Overjoyed to think myſelf; ſafe, I 
unhappily wanted preſence of mind to pronounce 
a ſingle ſyllable, and the officious ſoidier miſ- 
taking me for a ſpy, levelled his piece, and in- 
ſtantly pierced my, fide. My. ſpirits were no 
longer equal to contending with danger or with 
death, and the fear of diſcovery being the pre- 
vailing ſentiment of my ſex, V feebl conjured 
the man, if he hoped for pardon, to bear me to 
| 1 ee 
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the tent of the Lord Deputy. The delicacy of 


my complexion and cloaths had already ſur- 
prized the inadvertent ſoldier—he quickly called 


together ſome of his companions, who aſſiſted 


in laying me on a hurdle, and bearing me toward 
the tent of Eſſex. The morning was now 
broke—I ſaw the early beams of the ſun em- 
blazon the golden ornaments of the General's 
tent ſome officers came out of it as I approach. 


ed, My heart, from which life ſeemed every 


moment ready to iſſue, made a courageous effort 


to collect into itſelf the ſcattered principles of 


a being I appeared on the very point of reſign- 
ing. I fancied ere he yet ſpoke, I heard the 
voice ſo dear to mel fancied ! ah, I indeed 
ſaw him 'ruſh forward on the firſt hint; but, 
root-bound as it were, he ſtopped before he 
came to me, and ſent his very ſoul forth in a 

roan.— Yes, Eſſex, cried I, extending my 
feeble hand, the wretch heaven did not allow 


to live in thy arms, receives its next indulgence 


in being permitted to die there.” — But how thall 
I deſcribe the tearful tranſports, the touching 
agonies of his recovered intellects] I funk under 
the keen ecſtaſy of the moment, and long faint- 
ings ſucceeded, occaſioned by my loſs of blood, 
which once more brought me to the very verge 
of the grave. l 


. 


The amiable Lady Southampton came at the 


inſtance of her couſin, and gave by her preſence, 
a decorum to my ſituation it had long wanted; 


Every effort of art was exerted to ſoothe my 
broken ſpirits, and ſtrengthen my exhauſted 


frame. He, who alone could give efficacy to 


medicine, hovered ever near, and when ſpeech 
was interdicted, by affectionate looks ſuſtained 
| 2 me, 
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me.—Ah, how pleaſant were even theſe ſuffer- 
ings : how ſweet was it to collect back into my 
heart thoſe gentle impulſes war and terror had 
driven from their home To affiance my foul 
in ſilence to its only Lord, and to fancy whate- 
ver fate heaven ſhould hereafter ordain him, mine 
could no longer be divided from it. | 

As ſoon as my amended health allowed, I en- 
tered into a detail of all that had paſſed ſince 
Lord Eſſex left me at St. Vincent's Abbey. He 
in return informed me, that the lethargy into 
which Tiroen was plunged by the laudanum J 
had ſo haſtily adminiſtered, was very near being 
fatal to him, as the utmoſt effort of care and 
medicine could only preſerve him the faculty of 
breathing; ſince to diſturb his deep and un- 
wholeſome ſlumbers always threw him into a 
dangerous delirium. The courageous effort b 
which I had recovered my liberty, he added, had 
formed the whole converſation of both camps 
while my fate was yet uncertain. I bleſſed the 
awful power who ſaved me the guilt of murder- 
ing even a villain, and did not immediately re- 
mark that Eſſex gave me no farther informa- 
tion. | 

I ſoon learnt from Lady Southampton the 
painful truths my Lord _ to hide from me 
—that Elizabeth had inceſſantly urged him to 
proſecute a war which his fears for me had hi- 
therto ſuſpended ; but finding at length that both 
intreaties and commands were loft upon him, 
ſhe grew cold and diſguſted. His friends in 
England had given him but too much reaſon to 
believe that his enemies were gradually acquir- 
ing the aſcendency in her heart, he as gradually 
loſt; ſince all her favours were now laviſhed on 

BF Sir 
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Sir Walter Raleigh, the houſe of Cecil, and the 
Earl of Nottingham, a party who had long me- 
ditated the downfall of Eflex and Southampton, 
of which they now ſpoke as a certainty ; and 
that even the common people beheld with diſ- 
content the ſlaw progreſs of the war in Ireland, 
nor could Eſſex any longer depend upon popu- 
larity. 
he unguarded friend who made me this reci- 
tal, engroſſed by her own ſhare in it, forgot 
how it intereſted me. I called to mind the in- 
formation ſent by Tiroen to Elizabeth, which 
but too well accounted for the Queen's anger 
and diſguſt, and conceived at once all its proba- 
ble conſequences. Eflex, unlike all other favo- 
rites, could never be brought to know any 
claim to ſuperiority but merit incapable of 
thoſe little arts by which meaner minds attach 
the infidious train of ſycophants a Court always 
abounds with ; he had ever ſcorned a partial mo- 
nopoly, and politic diſtribution, of poſts and 
places.——The mercenary wretches who had 
bowed to him 1n vain, paid their court to his 
enemies with more ſucceſs, and inſtructed by 
them in every weakneſs of the favorite, were 
ever ready to ſtrengthen any prejudice the Queen 
might conceive againſt him. A thouſand fears 
incident to age and decaying power, were thus 
cheriſhed in her, which magnified by paſſions 
time itſelf could never allay, might perhaps 
ſtamp the baſe intelligence of Tiroen. with the 
fatal authority of unbiaſſed truth, and give to 
the inactivity of Eſſex, the appearance of trea- 
ſon. Such a train of circumſtances could hardl 
fail to ſtagger a mind in full poſſeſſion of the 
nobleſt and moſt impartial judgment; what then 
| | might 
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might we not fear from a Sovereign always in- 
fluenced by prejudices each paſſing day ſtrength- 
ened, as it inſenſibly impaired her reaſon ? For- 
tunately, by an extravagance of dotage which 
almoſt puniſhed the errors of her youth, thoſe 
prejudices had hitherto united in his favor :—yet 
while I perceived but a ſingle chance againſt 
him, my ſoul ſhrunk from the idea of entruſting 
his life with her, g 
To enen vx Eſſex the opportunity of vindi- 
cating himſelf to Elizabeth, I reſolved to ac- 
count for her conduct; and divulged to him the 
inadvertant acknowledgment made by Tiroen, 
during our laſt — interview, of his own 
erfidy and diflimulation, A generous ſcarlet 
urnt on the cheek of Eſſex while he execrated 
the traitor; but ſtruck immediately with a full 
conviction of the conſequences that might reſult 
from this baſe intelligence, he formed the ex- 
_ traordinary_ reſolution of returning to England 
to 5 75 y his honor. 
hie determination no lefs ſhocked than ſur- 
priacd me; far from imagining my information 
would lead to ſo wild a project, I rather ſup» 
paſed it would ſuggeſt to him the impoſſibility 
of ever reviſiting 3 unleſs the reduction 
of Ulſter was fully accompliſhed.—In truth, I 
dared not confeſs my fears that even then to re- 
main with the army alone could enſure his 
ſafety. —Every reaſon I durit urge, or Southamp- 
ton enforce, were in his judgment feebler than 
his own—his honor was piqued, and nothing 
could hinder him from vindicating it. —Perſuad- 


ed a ſtep as bold as this, alone would convince 


Elizabeth: of his innocence, and accuſtomed to 


regain, whenever he appeared, that influence 
8 over 
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over her, his enemies had often encroached on 


in his abſence, he perſuaded himſelf he need 


only be ſeen to triumph, and concluded a truce, 


as the preliminary to his departure, - 
The pride of ſex, ſenſibility, and honor, 


contended with the leading paſſion of my nature, 


and taught me to diſdain over-ruling him I could 


not convince : nevertheleſs, I almoſt funk un- 
der the confiit.— The frightful ſituation in 
which I had been placed ſince my arrival in Ire- 
land, made me obſtinately refuſe to continue 


LAS * 


there, whenever Eſſex ſhould leave it; and the 


curioſity I had excited alike by my bold eſcape, 
and wound, made it hazardous to commit me ro 


the charge of any officer left behind. Surround 


ed with friends, relations, and dependants, Eſ- 


ſex (ſuch is the painful uncertainty ever attend- 


ing on elevated rank) knew not one to whom he 
could ſafely intruſt ſo delicate a care. The ge- 
nerous Southampton, determined to ſhare the 
fate of his friend by accompanying him, pro- 
poſed to unite that of his Lady with mine, by 
ſhipping us off ere they embarked, with ſervants 
they ſhould mutually ſcle& ; apparently bound 


for France, but in fact for the coaſt of Cum 


berland. In the moſt romantic and ſolitary part 
of that remote county, the Wriotheſleys lon 
owned a Caſtle, where malice itſelf would hard] 
ſeek, and certainly never find us; there he of. 
ſured Eſſex we might repoſe in peace, till the 
ſhould return again to Ireland; I felt all the 
merit of this project, by which the amiable 


Southampton robbed himſelf of the dear ſociety 


of his wife, merely to do honor to the beloved 
of his friend ; and adopted it with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs, from the hope that if the buſy tranſ- 
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mitters of Lord Eſſex's actions had ever menti- 
oned me, this total ſeparation would extinguiſh 
all jealouſy in the mind of Elizabeth; who I. 
knew would much ſooner overlook the loſs of an 
army than his heart. . | ST 

Although Eflex knew not how to place me 
happily in Ireland, it was with pain he conſent- 
ed to my quitting it; but finding me obſtinately 
partial to Lord Southampton's e he confent- - 
ed to my reſuming my maſculine diſguiſe, and 
ſelected a veſſel whoſe captain was devoted to 
him, having ordered a lighter one to be prepar- 

ed for himſelf. | . 

So ſad a preſentiment ſhivered my ſoul on the 
morn appointed for our embarkation, that it was 
the utmoſt effort of my principles to ſuffer Eſ— 
ſex to act in conformity to his. I had previ- 
ouſly inſiſted he ſhould fail at the fame moment 
with * to end my fears of that formidable 
ſav iroen; and when he entered my cham- 
| ber to conduct me to the ſhip, my heart qui ver- 


ed on lips which had no longer the power to ut- 


ter a ſyllable.—He beſought, he conjured me, 
to ſupport my finking ſpirits; the higheſt. 
hopes, he added, with an air of ſincerity, ele- 
vated his own ; that it had always been his pride, 
his pleaſure, to deſerve the diſtinctions laviſhed 
on him by the Queen; and whatever views he 
had formed when heaven ſhould call her hence, 
he could not reſolve even by ingratitude, much 
leſs treaſon, to ſhorten her days who had crown- 
ed his with glory. Doubt not, concluded he, 
my love, but I ſhall recover all my influence, 
and remember when next we meet it is to part 
no more.” 


III- 
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Ul- omened ſeemed that ſentence to me— 1 
fancied too his voice ſounded hollow—T] fancied!" 


— alas, every dire chimera ſenſibility preſents to 
an impaſſioned heart, took full poſſeſſion of 
mine; yet, as to exert the leaſt influence at ſo 
trying a moment was to render myſelf accounta- 
ble for his future fate, I oppoſed every ennobling 


ſentiment to an ungovernable paſſion, and he- | 


roically reſigned him up to his duty, _ 

"We quitted the port at the ſame inſtant ; he 
ſteering for that neareſt the Iriſh coaſt, I for the 
North of England. —Both by conſent remained 
on the deck with ſouls fixed on each other, till 
the beloved individual vaniſhed, and the veſſel 
ſeemed an object only leſs dear ; that at length 
diminiſhed to a cloud, the cloud ſhrunk to a 
ſpeck, and the ſpeck became inviſible. I threw 
myſelf on my bed, and giving way to the tears 
I had hitherto ſtifled, I beſought the Almighty 
to guard him he had fo eminently diſtinguiſn- 
ed. 

Compaſſion had induced Eſſex to conſent to 
our conveying over an old officer who had been 
deſperately wounded. The intenſe ficknefs pro- 
duced by the element, cauſed his wounds to 
open, which obliged us to put back and land 
him, or ſacrifice his life to our convenience; 


and this unforeſeen delay, expoſed us to a cala- 


mity as laſting as it was grievous. 

Launched a ſecond time on thoſe reſtleſs ſur- 
ges to which alone I could compare my own per- 

turbed ſoul, the next day brought the compari- 
| ſon ſtill nearer—A dreadful tempeſt aroſe, nor 
were we within reach of any port. The en- 
raged and howling winds drove the veffel at 
pleaſure a thouſand times ſidelong into the deep, 
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and the impetuous and foaming waves threw it 
up again with equal violence. We re- 
mained ſtupified with terror; ſhut down with 
our women in the cabin, the rapid motions and 
cries of the ſeamen, the tremendous cracks and 
groans of. the veſſel, united with the warring 
elements to make that fate indifferent every mo- 
ment brought nearer. _ To prepare my mind for 
the impending event, I, however, recollected, 
with. due gratitude to heaven. that the light veſ- 
ſel in which. Eſſex ſailed, had doubtleſs made a 
near port, ere the ftorm began, and landed him 
in ſafety. 

I pondered once more on that wonderful cha-, 
rater I had ſo often conſidered. I ſaw, howe- 
ver ſtrong the predominant foible of Lord Eſſex, 
it ſtill gave way to rectitude; and fearful the 
paſſion which led him towards me, might one 
day affect his ſafety, I bent to the awful God 
who thus in thunder called away its weak and 
helpleſs object :—not without admiring the ſin- 
gularity of that deſtiny, which by interriag me 
in the ocean, ſecured the forged. death and fu- 
neral I had publiſhed for mylelf, from ever be- 
ae 

trengthened, if not conſoled by theſe Thor [ 
fought to chear my no leſs ſuffering friend; 
who, rejecting alike food and comfort, ed. 
herſelf wholly up to ſickneſs, faintings, and ſor- 
row, Ah, who ſhall ſay we ſuffer in vain |! the 
feelings, of the ſou}, like the organs of ſight, 
gain ſtrength by uſe, till we dare to analyze that 
fate we once could not have ventured to conſider; 
While the refined and exquiſite ſenſe of mental 
anguiſh which renders us ſuperior to common 
vin, often gives an apparent ſublimity to efforts 


which 
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which are little in our own eſtimation.— Lady 
Southampton, yet diſtinguiſhed by nature, for- 
tune, love, clung to thoſe rich poſſeſſions, and 
ſhrunk from the awful immortality which threat- 
ened every moment to take plyce of them. — She 
liſtened to me with wonder, this inſtance of 
fortitude impreſſed her mind with a reverence for 
my character, time could never obliterate,' 
The ſudden abatement of the ſtorm contri- 
buted little to our ſafety; as the ſhip, ill calcu- 
lated for ſuch a conflict, had bulged upon a rock, 
and now filled ſo faſt with water, that the utmoſt 
diligence of the crew could hardly fave us from 
ſinking.— The ſight of land ere the evening 
cloſed, had ſcarce power to chear for a moment, 
wretches who no more hoped to behold the dawn- 
ing of the morn.— To the uproar and turbu- 
lence of the ſtorm, a ſilent horror and deſolation 
had now ſucceeded ſcarce leſs ſnocking Midnight 
was hardly turned ere a diſmal univerſal cry in- 
formed us the veſſel was ſinking.— Lady South- 
ampton threw her arms helpleſsly round me, and 
the unprincipled part of the crew burſting into 
our cabin, increaſed the horrors of the moment 
by opening our coffers, and gathering together 
their moſt valuable contents: an officer follow- 
ed, who taking our hands in ſilence, led us to- 
ward the deck :—two boats were now preparing 
E the laſt melancholy hope we had of ſurviving. 
The captain, who happily owed every thing to 
Eſſex, informed us, that as the larger boat had 
the better chance, he had fixed on placing us in 
that, ere the ſcattered crew could collect, and by 
preſſing too numerouſly upon us, rob us of a laſt 
hope. — We were conveyed into the boat while 
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he was yet ſpeaking, and the ſailors fo impetu- 12 
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ouſly followed, regardleſs of the captain's re- 
monſtrances and commands, that our danger 
ſeemed hardly diminiſhed by the removal. —A 
hope nevertheleſs aroſe, which encouraged each 
individual to an exertion from whence the gene- 
ral ſafety was aſcKined. Entirely enveloped 
in the only watch-coat which had been taken 
from the wreck, Lady Southampton and my- 
ſelf (who were the only women ſaved) knew but 
by the voices of our companions whether life or 
death was to be expected the ſea ran high, and 
the grey dawn preſented to our eager eyes a 
coalt, which we were informed was that of 
Scotland, at no great diſtance ; an old caſtle ap- 
peared, on a ſharp projection of the land, whoſe 
ſolid. battlements ſeemed proof againſt every at- 
tack of art and nature; but the ſhoals, rocks, 
and ſurf which intervened, threatened to make 
us ever behold it at a hopeleſs diſtance, unleſs 
we could intereſt the compaſſion of its owners. 
Every ſignal of diſtreſs was made for hours 
apparently in vain, till the turn of the tide; 
when two fiſning boats appeared, ſlowly work- 
ing their way toward us. A diſcordant ſhout 
of joy on the part of our companions ſplit the 
ears of my ſick friend and ſelf, who inly wor- 
ſhipped the power that preſerved us. The 
benevolent ſtrangers approached, and their garb 
no leſs than unknown language proclaimed them 
natiyes of the Scotch coaſt. To the men around 
us they offered biſcuits and whiſky in abundance, 
and beſtowed on me and Lady Southampton a 
draught of cold water, which ſeemed as much 
more refreſhing as it was innocent. 25 
Revived by this unexpected revolution in our 
fate, we by joint conſent ſhook off the wank 
6? | watch- 
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watch - coat which had a little ſaved us from the 
inceſſant ſpray of the enraged ſea, and when the 
boat was at length drawn towards the flight of 
rude ſteps leading to the caſtle, we both quitted it 
with no leſs celerity than thankfulneſs.— Our 
_ progreſs was for a moment impeded by ſurprize 
Vat the gate of the caſtle ſtood two beings who 
ſeemed of ſome ſuperior order ; ſo ſingular were 
their dreſs, beauty, and benevolence.——A 
youth and his ſiſter waved us toward them with 
gracefu] courteſy—the Jatter wore a light veſt 
and coat of Scots plaid, with a belt of green 
ſattin claſped with gold; the rude wind had 
carried off the covering of her hair, and cauſed 
her long auburn locks to ſtream on the-boſom of 
the morning, expoſing to view her ſlight ancles 
half booted, and tinging her cheeks. with that 
pure cold colour, youth, health, innocence, 
and heaven, alone can give.— The youth, who 
in features ſtrongly reſembled his ſiſter, was ha- 
bited as a hunter, with a ſpear in his hand, and 
a dagger hanging in his belt. Both with ſmiles 
of hoſpitality ran forward to receive us; and 
while the young lady took the arm of my friend, 
the youth with an impaſſioned pleaſure ſhook my 

hand, caſting a look of mingled wonder and 
diſdain at the ſoiled, though rich habiliments 1 
had on; which indeed originally rather agreed 
with my own ſex than that I intruded upon. 
The antique hall into which they conducted us, 
was hung with tattered banners, mouldy coats 
of arms, and every proud remnant of war and 
ancientry. Refreſhments ſuitable to our paſt 
diſtreſs were buſily ſet before us, nor, with that 
intuitive politeneſs ſuperior minds always poſ- 
ſeſs, did either venture to expreſs a curioſity till 
N 1 1 they 
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they had frankly ſatisfied ours. From them we 
learnt that the ſpot fortune had thrown us on, 
was an iſland on the coaſt of Scotland, and the 
place which ſheltered us, Dornock Caſtle, held 
by the Laird of that name; that they were bro- 
ther and ſiſter to that Laird, who was now ab- 
ſent on a family concern of no ſmall moment; 
in ſhort, that their elder ſiſter Mabel, famed 
through the country for her beauty, having un- 
happily ſhewn-it at Court, the King would not 
ſuffer her to return; and their brother, fearful 
he ſhould yield to his licentious wiſhes, had 
haſtened thither to claim her. The young peo- 
ple who made this artleſs recital, were formed to 
grace it—when the fair Phœbe ſpoke of the 
charms of her ſiſter, her own were heightened 
by a ſofter, fuller bloom; and when ſhe menti- 
oned their dangerous effect, the proud bluſh of 
a generous ſhame gave manlineſs to the boyiſh 
features of her brother Hugh.—Accuſtomed as 
my friend and ſeif had long been to every 
worldly charm and advantage, we ſaw in this. 
remote ſpot, and theſe untutored children of na- 
ture, a ſimple and noble grace art only refines 
away. beth Ein ro fon ag 
When it came to my turn to narrate, I uſed 
every artifice to guard againſt the poſſibility of 
danger.—Adopting the name Lady Southamp- 
ton had lately quitted, I called myſelf Vernon; 
a youth employed till lately as a page an the train 
of the Earl of Eſſex, and now his ſecretdary— 
the lady with me, I ſaid, allied to the Earl of 
Southampton, was lately wedded to me; and 
both were following theſe noblemen when over- 
taken by the tempeſt which had thrown us upon 
their ſhore, and rendered us debtors to their 
a + humanity. 
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humanity. Finding we came from the ſeat of 
war, and were converſant with the Court of 
England, they both aſked a thouſand various 
queſtions ſuitable to their ſex, age, and ſimpli- 
city, reſpecting the one and the other; and 
our deſcriptions, to their unformed conceptions, 
comprized every charm of magnificence, glory, 
and gaiety. . . ate Pet 

Ihe happy device of a pretended marriage 
enabling me to ſhare the chamber of Lady 
Southampton, we choſe the hour of retirement 
to conſider our preſent ſituation, and the mode 
moſt likely to reſtore us once more to the coun- 
try and connections from which the ſtorm had 
ſeparated us. My friend juſtly remarked, that 
the ſailors wrecked with us, and its natives, 
were all the people likely to viſit this remote 
and ſolitary iſle, and that if we failed to take 
advantage of the departure of the firſt, we 
ſhould throw ourſelves wholly upon the genero- 


ſity of the Laird of Dornock, of whoſe cha- 


racter we could not venture to decide from thoſe 
of the amiable young people, who had. ſo 
warmly embraced our cauſe.—After the appli- 
cation of Eſſex to my brother in my favour had 
been rejected, I had every thing to fear if any 
circumſtance ſhould betray me into his power, 
and the ſtricteſt ſecreſy on our names and con- 
dition alone could give us a hope of liberty ;— 
how under ſuch reſtrictions we could clearl 

explain our preſent ſituation to the two noble- 
men whom alone it concerned, neither of us 
could diſcover z nevertheleſs, neceflity obliged 
us to come to ſome reſolution ; and perſuaded 
the writing of each would be known to him to 


a. 


whom the letter was addrefled, weary as we both 


were, 


— 
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were, a part of the night was ſpent in prepar- 


ing two epiſtles for the ſailors to convey.— The 
morning came, and with it the mortifying in- 
formation that we were a few hours too N 
the men ſaved with us having hired a fiſhing 
ſmack in which they ſailed away at the turn of 
the tide : nor did the owners know their deſti- 


nation till the veſſel returned. I was not with- 


out an idea that our youthful protectors had 
voluntarily concealed ſo material an event, in 
the hope of detaining us ; but certainly had 
that really been the caſe, it was.not half ſo in- 
excuſable as our own imprudence and neglect, 
—We hired a boat to purſue them with the 


letters, but after ſeveral days ſpent in painful 


expectation, the packets were returned to us 


with the mortifying information that all en- 


quiry had proved fruitleſs. We had now no 
reſource but in the generoſity of the Laird of 
Dornock, and endeavoured to fortify ourſelves 
with patience to wait his return. | 
The youthful brother and ſiſter expreſſed a 
generous concern for our ſituation ; but wholly 
without power, they could do no more. —Pri- 
ſoners at large, as we were, effectually bounded 
by the roaring ocean, and depending ſolely on 
contingencies for freedom, the days to us crept 
heavily away.—I ſometimes remembered with a 
ſigh that I was in Scotland—that kingdom where 
by inheritance I might claim a rank that would 
enable me to decide my own fate, had not a 


. "SY 4 p Fe 
combination of events, forerunning even my 


birth, made every advantage of fortune and na- 
ture alike uſeleſs to me. e e to diſ- 
cover the real character of their King, but 
even from the report of his friends, to 2 able 
to term it good, I was obliged to think it weak 5 
an 
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and in that caſe knew he would inevitably be 
ſurrounded with artful politicians ready to profit 
by his foible; in ſhort, I found however near 
he and I were allied in blood, we were born to 
be diſtin& beings in creation, and to meet would 
endanger the ſafety of the weaker. When 1 
turned my anxious ſoul toward England, it 
brought me no relief. —As far from the reach of 
intelligence as if in the wilds of Arabia, I in 
vain ſought to diſcover the reception Eſſex had 
met with at court. — That name which in the 
vanity of my heart I had often thought the 

reſounded with, I found, with checked 
pride, was ſcarcely known in an adjacent coun- 


by 6 lips ſo often repeated it; and even 


anxious to oblige me, thoſe of 


others only echoed the ſound fo dear, fo be- 
loved! I had but too much reaſon to fear 
doubts of my ſafety would make him careleſs of 
his own, and often would have refigned every 
brilliant proſpect fancy ever ſpread before me, 
to aſcertain the life of the Earl. Too late I 
regretted the pride of heart which had made me 

the defire I felt to detain him in Ireland; 
and could not but acknowledge it was rather 
that than principle which reconciled me to his 
departure; yet, in a ſituation fo delicate as ours, 
to wiſh was ta command; and the facrifice his 


own ſoul did not diftate, mine diſdained to 


receive. | | 
My. mind now daily paſſed through ſuch a 
chaos of ideas and emotions, as would have 
prevented the time from appearing tedious, had 
_ his prolongation been the origin of moſt of 
em. | | 
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Often ſitting on the rude battlements of the 
caſtle while the ſurges beat againſt their baſe, 
have I tuned the Jute of Phoebe, and while ſhe 
warbled a few wild airs of inconceivable melody 
in a language unknown to me, my full foul has 
wept over the myſterious fate of my ſiſter.— Ah, 
how eaſy is it to be unknown to be entombed 
alive !—If I even in a civilized adjacent king- 
dom, in effe& the country of all my anceſtors, 


can be thus helpleſs, what may the poor Ma- 


tilda have been Turn buſy imagination from 
the fatal ſuppoſition. Ei | 

The oveiſtght we had committed in ſuffering 
the ſailors to leave us, became every day more 
and more regretted. Lady Southampton ſoon 
found herſelf in a ſituation that required the 
tendereſt indulgence, and would forbid removal, 
even if our aſylum ſhould be traced by anxious 
love, We ſpent our lives in fretting, and had 
we not poſſeſſed an unlimited intimacy, I know 
not how we ſhould have endured the inceſſant 
chagrin—deprived even of the uſual reſources 
a ſcanty library, a lute, ſome ruſtic airs, and a 
pedigree as old as the creation, bounded the 
poſſeſſions, and knowledge of our young friends, 
and could not add any thing to our own. 

The Laird of Dornock, however, returned 
at laſt.— Ah, how unlike his gentle kindred ! 
—phlematic, ſelf-willed, creſted, and imperi- 
ous, his aſpect preſented a correſpondent harſh-_ 
neſs; and we inſtantly felt it vain to reſt a hope 
on his friendſhip; he no doubt reproved his 
brother and fiſter for having lived on ſuch fa- 
miliar terms with ſtrangers, avowedly ſubordi- 
nate; and though he often made us ſenſible our 
company was a burthen, he took not a ſingle 


ſtep 
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ſtep to relieve himſelf from it. Phoebe had begun 
to improve herſelf in muſick ere his arrival; it 
was his pleaſure ſhe ſhould continue to do ſo; 
but his preſence threw a coldneſs and conſtraint 
over the whole party, which made what 1 had 
once thought a relief, an inconceivable toil. 
The ingenuous noble girl ſaw her brother's 
inſolence with a grief which prevented her from 
profiting by the leſſons ſo much defired—her 
guſhing tears would often relax the ſtrings of 
her lute, while low-warbling tales of hopeleſs 
love, and her ſad eyes fix themſelves on mine 


with an expreſſion too ſtrong to be miſunder- 
flood, I perceived while unconſcious of the 
danger, becauſe poſſeſſed with the remembrance 


of my own diſguiſe, I had won the gentle heart 
I only ſought to form.—Circumſtanced as I 
was, this could not but be a dangerous acqui- 
ſition z and by a fatality yet more alarming, 
her elder brother ſoon after became enameured 
of Lady Southampton; nor did he conceal that 
inelination—he had from his arrival regarded 
me with an eye which indicated doubt on the 


ſubject of our marriage; but the increaſing ſize 
of my friend, and our habit of living together, 
appeared to controvert a ſuſpicion which never- © 


theleſs remained in his mind, | 
Anxious to profit by the only hour in the day 
which could favour his views, he was obliged to 
give the advantage he ſought ; and permit me to 
teach his ſiſter with no other guard than his 
younger brother Hugh, while he paſſed the in- 
terval with Lady Southampton.—AIll equally 
rejoiced an an incident all had equally defired ; 


as to myſelf, determined from the moment 1 


had been convinced of the paſſion of the fair 
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Phoebe, to ſeize the firſt opportunity of in- 
truſting her with my diſguiſe, ere ſhame for the 
miſtake ſhould diſguſt her with the objeR, I 
was not ſorry to confide it to her brother: as if 
it did not more attach him to my intereſt, it 
would at leaſt obviate every fear he might enter- 
tain on his ſiſter's account, whom he could then 
ſafely leave at any time. 'This juſt candor pro- 
duced more conſequences than one. The ſweet 
Phoebe ftarted, bluſhed, and firſt lifting her 
ſwimming eyes toward heaven, then covered 
them with her hands—when J ceaſed to ſpeak 
ſhe timorouſly raiſed them to my 
why had you not been thus ſincere at firſt? 
cried the generous girl, the power was then in 
our hands ſhook her head, and in 
that emphatic geſture ſtrongly finiſhed her im- 
perfect ſpeech. Alarmed and anxious, I con- 
jured her to confide to me thoſe reaſons which 
made pur ſituations in her opinion ſo hopeleſs. 
She could not reſiſt my entreaties; and at 
length acknowledged, that from the moment 
her elder brother returned, Hugh no leſs than 
myſelf had obſerved a haughtineſs and ſeverity 
in his air and language more forbidding than 
uſual ; at laſt they had diſcovered that their 
ſiſter Mable, far from liſtening to virtue and 
the Laird of Dornock, had yielded to the King ; 
and to protect herſelf from her family, had 
been compelled to publiſh her ſhame, by claim- 
ing her lover's protection. To reconcile the 
Laird of Dornock to ſo cutting a diſgrace, a 
title had been offered him, with any poſt about 
the Court he ſhould fix on: and that at length 
the fair Mable conſoled herſelf for the forfeiture 
of every rational diſtinction, by the he a + 
onour 
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honour of going in the heart of her King, and 
being called a Counteſs.” I enquired with 
ſurprize, how an event ſhould affect us in 
which we apparently had no concern? Hugh 
anſwered, << his brother, far from accepting the 
ſplendid coverings offered for infamy, had retired 
from Court in great indignation ; that at firſt 
they had both been compelled to ſcorn and re- 
turn every letter and preſent ſent by their ſiſter : 
yet of late ſome view, inexplicable to them, 
had made a ſingular alteration in the Laird of 
Dornock's ſentiments.—Several couriers had 
been difpatched by him to the favourite Coun- 
teſs, but neither their commiſſions, nor the an- 
ſwers, ever tranſpired ; yet many circumſtances 
had given them reaſon to believe that our pac- 
quets had never been forwarded ſas we were 
taught to believe.— I changed colour at the idea 
of this deliberate treachery, thanking heaven I 
alone had been informed of it; as Lady South- 
ampton, often unable to govern her feelings, b 
ſome imprudent ſpeech would infallibly have 
betrayed her knowledge of it. The young 
Hugh, obſerving my uneaſineſs, aſſured me 
though hopeleſs of finding a faithful meſſenger, 
he held himſelf anſwerable for the releaſe of 
thoſe he had contributed to enthrall, and that I 
might depend upon his own ſervices if I would 
deign to confide in him, nor ſhould we be ſuſ- 
| pected as the cauſes of his diſappearance, ſince 
the Laird of Dornock well knew his fiſter 
Mable's particular fondneſs for him, and would 
naturally imagine he was determined to profit by 
the high favour ſhe held at Court.” —Is there a 
charm on earth ſo touching as generoſity ? The 
noble youth pauſed with an air that indicated 
; his 
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his ardent deſire of having his offer accepted, 
leſt it ſnould be miſtaken for a vaunt. I took a 
hand of each young friend, and returning ac- 
knowledgments ſuitable to the occaſion, de- 
clined embroiling them with their ſullen bro- 
ther; who could not want power to render our 
ſituation much more intolerable, if once he 
ſuſpected us of alienating his family from their 
duty.—I perſuaded them, as well as myſelf, 
that.our own friends would with unwearied dili- 
gence ſearch us out the moment they diſcovered 
any part of the crew ſurvived the wreck ; of 
which the Captain would certainly inform them, 
unleſs he ſunk with the ſhip. | 
Yet day after day proved this hope vain and 
fallacious.—A dreary winter paſſed away in this 
remote Caſtle, through every aperture of which 
the keen and howling wind poured unreſtrained ; 
and the wild ocean ſwelled with frequent ſtorms, 
while our affrighted ſenſes often miſtook the roar 
of the tempeſt for the groans of the dying. 
I had almoſt ceaſed to hope, when one day 
while our hoſt was hunting, I wandered. to the 
battlements as uſual, and deſcried from thence 
a ſmall: veſſe! approaching, better built, and 
more clean, than thoſe I was accuſtomed to ſee; . 
as it drew. nearer the land, I perceived Engliſh 
drefles.—My heart took the alarm, I leant im- 
patiently forward, ſtraining the keen ſenſe whoſe 
imperfection I complained of. The boat drew 
near. —I diſcerned. the regimental of Eſſex; 1 
ave a groan of exquiſite delight, and reeling 
forward, ſhould have plunged into the ocean, 
had not the young Hugh who ſtood behind held 
me faſt.— The officer looked up, and I inſtantly 
perceived him to be Henry Tracey, the * , 
aid- 
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aid- de- camp of Lord Eſſex, once before de- 
puted in ſearch of me—Diſappointment mingled 


with the various and intereſting emotions of the 


moment.— I pointed to the ſrangsr, ſighed, 
and fainted away. 


They bore me to Lady Southampton, who. 
thunderſtruck at ſeeing me lifeleſs, and unable 


to gueſs the cauſe, ſcemed little better herſelf. 
Hugh, who clearly comprehended from my im- 
paſhonate geſture, how intereſting the arrival of 
the ſtranger was to me, haſtened to bring him 
to our apartment, while yet his brother was 
abſent; when inſtantly retiring, he left us full 
liberty. Tracey,” cried both of us at once, 
« Eſſex d'r 40 Southampton?“ echoed each heart, 
„ ſum up all in a word.“ They live, re- 
| turned he, and need only behold you to be 
happy.“ —Ah, gracious heaven | cried I, lift- 
ing my eyes thither, while I preſented my heart 


with my hand to the faithful meſſenger, receive 


my tranſport z we now can breathe freely; give 
us the relief of knowing the events which fol- 


lowed the dangerous voyage of Eſſex and South- 
ampton.“ I ſhould hardly dare to do ſo, had 


I not firſt aſſured you of their ſafety, reſumed 
Tracey, for ſorrow I ſee has been preying al- 
ready on your buſom ; it would not perhaps 
have been more ſpared "had you paſſed this try- 
ing interval in London.” 
_  Apprehenhive ary moment of an interrup- 
tion from the Laird of Dornock, I beſought 
the worthy Tracey to diſpenſe with all FF. 
and haſten his recital, | 
With terror and anxiety, e he, 1 
followed my Lord into the veſſel ſelected to con- 
vey him home, nor were theſe emotions dimi- 
| niſhed 
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niſhed when I perceived the Lord Deputy full 
of fits of doubt and reflection, which at times 
were obvious even to himſelf; often would he 
affect to drown them in gay ſociety and wine, 
and for the firſt time in his liſe, he aſſumed a 
falſe bravery.—At the hours of retirement, far 
from indulging that intimacy ſo long eſtabliſhed 
between him and Lord Southampton, of which 
J had often been a grateful and humble partaker, 
he ſunk into an abſence of mind, and total 
filence, no leſs alarming to his beloved friend 
than myſelf; in effect, that Nobleman ſaw he 
had © /et his fortune on a caſt, and he would ſtand 
the hazard of the die, as I conjectured by his 
turning to me one day, and by an expreſſive 
motion of his head, leading mine towards the 
ſide of the veſſel, where my Lord leant ; his 
thoughtful countenance apparently fixed on 
thoſe rolling waves which yet perhaps he ſaw 
not.—“ All is not well in the heart of thy Lord, 
Tracey,“ ſaid his noble friend, then pauſing 
a moment, he added, in a lower tone, Ah 
Eſſex, aut Ceſar, aut nullus !”* the Lord Deputy 
happily advanced, and ſaved me the neceſſity of 
corroborating ſentiments it gave me pain to 
adopt. MES f 

It was not with the cuſtomary greetings we 
beheld the pleaſant ſhores of our native country 
doubt and anxiety threw a gloom over thoſe 
lively and ſpontaneous emotions which often 
ſuſpend even the ſenſe of ſuffering. Lord Eſſex 
loſt not a moment, but poſted toward the 
Court, with ſuch expedition, that he outwent 
all information, and was his own harbinger.— 
We arrived one morning ere yet the Queen left 
her chamber, but alas, it was no longer the 


Court 
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Court we had left every face around appeared 
{trange to us; and we ſaw two plainly that the 
invidious Cecils reigned there triumphant.— 
Lord Grey, a favouriteof theirs, whom we had 
met on the road, had preſumed to paſs the Earl 


of Eſſex without notice that Nobleman gave 


him only an eye-beam, and haſtened on to de- 
cide his fate. Form was annihilated by circum- 
ſtances, and he ruſhed into the preſence of 
Elizabeth the moment his arrival was announced 
—aecuſtomed to behold him with complacency," 


to receive him with kindneſs, ſhe yielded thro” 


ſurprize to the habits of ſo many years, and 
granted the private audience he requeſted. —She 
liſtened to a vague and weak vindication of his 
conduct in Ireland, and the dotage of her foul 


was tranſiently gratified with the idea that he 


had preferred the recovery of her affection to 
that of his reputation in arms. After a lon 


conference, the Earl rejoined his friends; pride 


and pleaſure had fluſhed his cheek, and the idea 
of reaſſuming his accuſtomed influence, diffuſed 
through his mien that benignity and graciouſ- 
neſs which are at once its nature and its charm. 
Reſentment and rage never conſtituted any part 
of his character but at the moment he ſuffered 
by thoſe paſſions: ſuch galling ſenſations were 


already forgotten, —Overwhelmed with the con- 


gratulations of his friends; encireled even by 
his overawed enemies, the heroic Eſſex role 
above the triumph he could not but defire— 
every face was inſtantaneouſly changed, and 
thoſe who knew not an hour before whether 
they ſhould recollect him, now with ſervile 
adulation hallowed his very footſteps.— This 
fatal interval of ſhort-lived power was, however, 
Vol. II. G 242, or 
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* 


the laſt heaven allowed him. The crafty Cecils 


and their faction ſeized the moment he injudici- 
ouſly quitted the Queen, to perſuade her this 
indulged favourite had not only acted contrary to 
his commiſſion, in venturing himſelf to return, 
but that he had brought home with him all his 
choſen adherents, as well as every aſpiring ſpirit 
likely to ſtrengthen his ſway, and circumſcribe. 
hers.— They touched the ſoul of Elizabeth 
Where it was moſt vulnerable, and having thus 
oppoſed to each other the two leading weak-. 
neſſes of her nature, by throwing the weight of 
party into the one ſcale, it ſoon preponderated. 
She was unhappily in that declining age which 
renders every human being in ſome degree capri- 
cious and timid. —Already tinctured with fear, 


a the ſoon yielded to the various informations 


ofſi ciouſly brought her by factious confederates. 


' —dghe was told on all hands that Lord Eſſex 
was holding a Court even in her Palace, and 


inſolent and daring as this conduct could not 


dut appear, it was of leſs conſequence than the 


unbounded influence he ever maintained over 


the people —an influence he would more than 


recover the moment he was ſeen in London. 


For themſelves they heeded not willing mar- 


tyrs to their integrity and fealty; but for their 
Queen, they all trembled at the proſpect.“—It 
was too hazardous to be riſqued by Elizabeth; 
fear and reſentment conquered the tender pre- 
poſſeſſion which ſtill ſtruggled faimtly at her 
heart, and ſhe determined to aſcertain her own 
ſafety, as well as that of her kingdom, by im- 


priſoning her favourite: nor is this reſolution to 
de wondered at, ſince even her love conduced to 
it, when irritated by the imaginary ſting of in- 
gratitude. 


She had ſet the Earl up in early 
youth 


vouth as an idol for her on heart to worfhip 
but he was not bern to be ſatisfied with unme- 
rited admiration the more he acquired the more 
he ſought to deſerve; till having eſtabliſhed his 


fauour on innate nobleneſs, he roſe above partial 


diſtinction, leaving her to lament at leiſure the 
very elevation ſhe had given. From this period 
ſhe: had been weak and irreſolute in every in- 
ſtance where he was concerned; at intervals 
laviſhing honours. to which he had no title; at 
others, withholding advantages he had fairly 
won. The motive of this inconſiſteney he could 
not fail to diſcern,” but perſuaded an attachment 
which thus powerfully coped with her judg- 
ment, was unconquerable ; he forgot that the 

was ſinking faſt into the vale of years, when 


the nobleſt paſſions inſenſibly condenſe into 


ſelf-love. Coda: 

You who ſo well know the heart of my Lord, 
Madam, cried Tracey, turning to me, will 
better imagine than I can deſeribe, his deep 
ſenſe of an N public, and appa- 
rently premeditated. So unexpected a ma- 
nœuvre maſtered his judgment, and giving way 
to the moſt paſſionate extremes, he drew his 
ſword; and would have returned it by her meſ- 
ſenger, beſeeching her to reward his ſervices 
by adding a more deciſive blow to that ſhe once 
before beſtowed on him, fince both ſeemed to 
him, leſs ſhocking and ignominious than ſuch 
open and unmerited contumely.” -In vain his 
friend ſought to moderate his wrath ; in vain 
his enemies drew near, eager to catch and trea- 
ſure the raſh expreſſions he ſhould unwarily 
utter, and convert them to his ruin.<Touched 
on the tendereſt point, his honour, the world 
combined would have wanted power to ſilence 
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130 THE RECESS, &c. 
him—he gave full ſcope to -his indignant and 
wounded feelings, and with a ſeverity of truth 


more galling and dangerous than the greateſt 
exaggerations declared aloud, the Queen had 


_ outlived all her nobler faculties;: and that her 


ſoul was grown as crooked-as her body.” This 
cutting ſarcaſm was too faithfully conveyed to 
Elizabeth, who regardleſs of his pride while 
her own was thus wounded, committed him to 
the charge of the Lord Keeper, Whole Houſs 
was in effect his priſon. Bio 
; Oh. heavens ! what als jk bag whe hve 
tranſ ports of paſſion took poſſeſſion of my Lord, 
at recollecting the imprudent readineſs with 
which he had delivered himſelf helpleſs and un- 
guarded into the hands of his enemies ! ſtrug- 
gling like à lion in the toils, every vein wou 4 
ſometimes ſwell almoſt to madneſs, nor dared L 
leave! him a moment alone. 1 
I had no other hope of aſſuaging his zmianted 
paſſions, than by recalling to his mind the be- 
loved image of the fair voyager, to whom the 
news of this event, and the fear of what might 
xa tf 855 hat wg be little Joſs, than: ons” & 


FS * 7 


; ly. trembled on the. burning SO of anger, and 
a grief it ſplit my heart to behold, took poſſeſſion 
ok his. Spare me the killing remembrance, 
he would cry—diſgraced=defamed—impriſon- 
ed; how ſhall I ever lift my eyes to that fair, 
that nobler ſufferer? I tell thee Tracey, rather 
would I have. died than known this ſhameful 
yt Impreſſed by. the unwearied attach- 
e. ad ever ſhewn him, and overweighed 
by: | the we of K his an. Aigen, my Lord at 
| 1105 length 


HE REeE SSN H. mugs 
length condeſcended to lighten his own heart 
by unfolding to me its deareſt views; well he 
knew they would never paſs beyond mine — no, 


every vein of it ſhould crack ere I would wrong 


ſo generous a confidence, which I acknowledge 
but to prove my fate wholly dependent on the 
Nobleman I ſerve :. I would have it ſo, and hea- 
ven could aflict me only by ſeparating them. 
The. faithful Lord Southampton was his daily 
viſitant: though not; himſelf a priſoner, the 
conſciouſneſs that every action of his life was 
watched and reported, bound that Nobleman to 
a moſt cautious obſervance. The Cecils had 
now no wiſh ungratified, for the imprudent bit- 
terneſs of Lord Eſſex had ſupplied the only fuel 
to the Queen's reſentment which could lon 
keep it alive; nor did time, in cooling the — 


ſions of my Lord, incline him to ſubmiſſion— 
convinced in his own mind he was the injured 
perſon, reflection only ſettled rage into diſguſt 


and contempt; nevertheleſs, his conſtitution 
ſuffered ſeverely by this variety. of paſſions; 


when one ſeized upon it which annihilated all 
the reſt, and completely debilitated his health 


—2 grief more touching than glory or ambition. 


could occaſion, ſuddenly overcame him. — The 


time was now elapſed which ought to have 


brought to him and Lord Southampton the wel- 
come aſſurance that the partners of their ſouls 
were ſafe in Cumberland - the time was come I 
ſay !—alas, it was gone ! — Afraid to communi- 
cate to each other a terror which preyed alike on 


both, Lord Southampton diſpatched expreſs 
upon expreſs in vain.— The days that lingered 
ſo tediouſly away, however, matured doubt into 

certainty. Lord Eſſex no longer contended with 
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the nervous fever which obliged him to take to 
his bed; where reaching out a languid hand to 
his over- powered friend, he broke, at laſt, the 
fearful, heavy ſilence. They are gone, for 
ever gone, my dear Southampton, cried he, in 
the low accent of incurable deſpair; heaven has 
ſpared to ſouls ſo gentle and ſuſceptible thoſe 
trials our ſtouter minds can perhaps better con- 
tend with. Oh, thou dear one | yet do I regret 
that this boſom did not receive thy laſt ſighs ! 
that entombed with thee even in the ocean, 
death had not conſummated a union fortune ever 
frowned on but I haſten impatiently to rejoin 
thee, oh Ellinor ! my firſt, my only love!“ 
The killing remembrance which diſtracted his 
mind, ſoon rendered a malady flight at firſt, 
deſperate; he was even given over; the Queen 
for a long time withſtood the accounts given by 
his friends of his ſituation, ſo deeply had his 
enemies impreſſed her with the idea that this 
was only a refined artifice to tempt her to humi- 
liate herſelf. Nevertheleſs, by one of | thoſe 
paſſionate emotions with which nature ſometimes 
over- reaches the moſt elaborate fineſſes of art, 
ſhe ſuddenly determined to aſcertain his real fitu- 
ation, by ſending; her own phyſician to viſit 
him. — The report of that gentleman: convinced: 
her of its danger —he was ordered to watch over. 
the Earl with the moſt anxious care, and even 
to hint to him that every diſtinction would be 
_ reſtored with his health. —But, alas!  fympathy 
itſelf had no longer any charms for him, and 
the preſence of Lord Southampton ſeemed the 
only relief his fate admitted. That amiable: 
Nobleman, no leſs ſenſible of the mutual cala- 
mity than his friend, had not the ſame e 
i ? : — | ury 
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bury his affliction in ſilence. —Repeated meſ- 
ſengers were ſent alike to Cumberland, and the 
embarked from, ladies: thoſe who re- 

turned from the latter, only confirmed the fears 
which had hitherto fluctuated - they informed 
the lover and the huſband, that the wife of the 
Captain mourned for him as dead, nor was it 
doubted but that the crew and paſfengers were 
alike victims to a ſtorm ſo ſudden and tremen- 
dous. The active and enlivened ſoul frequently 
exhauſts its moſt acute ſenſations by anticipation. 
—-Certainty could not add to the griei oecaſion- 
ed;by ſurmiſe ; and the extinguiſhed hopes of the 
friends gave them alike up to that cold and ſullen 
deſpair which is the worſt of all ſtates, becauſe 
frequently incurable. Thoſe late hopes the 
Queen was willing to revive her dying favorite 
with, made not the leaſt impreſſion on him; and 
the Cecils learnt with aftoniſhment, that, nei- 
ther their views, their conduct, nor even his 
own diſgraceful impriſonment, any longer 
couched Lord Effex ; nay, that not even his re- 
covery was able to revive thoſe habits the world 
were taught to think hitherto uncontroufable. 
| His friends, on the contrary, bleſt rhe {kilful 
phyſician who prolonged a life ſo valuable, and 
ſaw with the happieſt hopes, that thoſe roman- 
tic flights in his character his enemies had al- 
moſt wrought up to his ruin, were at once ex- 
tinguiſhed ; leaving it without any other diſ- 
tinction than a melancholy ſweetneſs which ra- 
„ther turned his thoughts toward philoſophy 
than war. The people, ever naturally diſpoſed 
to ſide with the unfortunate, cried/out, that he 
was the innocent victim of the Cecil party; 
who by ſome odious ſtrokes of policy, added po- 
1 e pularity 
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pularity to their depreſſed rival in diminiſhing 
their own. Elizabeth herſelf could no longer 
ſupport the idea that the man ſhe ſtill loved was 
obſcurely breaking his heart while yet in the 
flower of youth, in an unmerited and diſgrace- 
ful priſon.— She yielded to the information of 


the phyſician that his amending health required 


air, and ſent him her permiſſion to retire to any 


of his ſeats in the country; but forbad him to 


attempt appearing in her preſence: a reſtriction 
perhaps more agreeable to him, than herſelf, 
could ſhe have ſeen the deſolate ſituation of 
mind in which he departed. «hor ad e 

From the country he addreſſed a letter of 


thanks to the Queen, which diſplayed at once his 


eloquence, gratitude, and languor: in truth, the 
latter gained ground daily in his character. Lord 
Eſſex was born capable of uniting in his perſon 
every various and generous purſuit had fortune 
allowed it, but not even he was equal to living 
without one. I frequently trembled at behold- 
ing his gloom and inanity. Wholly removed 
from the ſphere in which he had hither moved, 
and the pleaſures he had once enjoyed, the rude 


| ſociety of his neighbours, and the boiſterous 


amuſements the country afforded, rather offended 
than filled an enlightened and ſuſceptible heart. 
He wandered all day in the woods alone, and re- 
turned every evening ſpent and unrefreſhed, only 
to recover animal ſtrength enough to enable him 
to paſs the morrow in the ſame melancholy 
manner. | ” | | 

In this ſituation I fancied a falfe hope could 
not add to his danger, and might perhaps rouſe 
thoſe active faculties every hour ſeemed more and 
more to abſorb. I one day ventured to repeat to 
him an imaginary dream, tending to prove 2 

| | Fa . 


2 


- THE RECESS, '&: 138 


ſtill exiſted. Not even the firmeſt mind can re- 
ſiſt the ſubtle attacks of ſuperſtition when la- 
douring under depreſſion.— His foul fo eagerly 
adopted the fiction of my brain, that I was a 
thouſand times tempted to acknowledge it to be 
ſuch; but dared not venture to ſhew him I had 
played upon his wounded feelings. Revived with 
the moſt vague and diſtant hope, he impatiently 
drove me away on a ſearch my own ſoul. forebod- 
ed to be fruitleſs. : I even debated after I ſet out, 
whether I ſhould not loiter the time away in 
England till I could decently return from my 
imaginary peregrination, when a dream, more 
pointed and ſingular than that I had feigned, 
awakened in myſelf thoſe hopes: I had commu- 
nicated to my Lord: but I will not call it a 
dream, ſince, ſurely the event proves it a viſita- 
tion. — Oh, gracious God ! what joy will my 


return pour into the hearts that now ach for ei- | 
ther! How pure will be the ſatisfaction derived 


from their acknowledgments ! ? 


During this long recital, my tumultuous 
feelings purſued my love through every deſpe- 


rate ſituation.— My woe- ſtruck heart hard] 
dared to breathe, till finding him at laſt free and 
well, it gave a deep ſigh, and reſpired without 
pain. Eſſex inſulted, endangered, imprifoned ; 
l caſt my eyes round thoſe gloomy walls, I 
ſo late thought my priſon, and raiſing them to 


heaven, adored the power who there: confined 


me, unconſcious of the conflicts L could not 


have ſupported. Ah, Eſſex ] what were the 
warring elements, the midnight wreck, the long, 
long ſolitude, the dire uncertainty. L had ſo bit- 
terly bewailed, to the ſingle idea of ſeeing thee 
one moment at the mercy of Elizabeth, one 
a G x; moment 
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moment in the power of thy enemies! and yet, 
for me thy generous ſoul. loſt all ſenſe of even 
theſe inflictions ; pride, vanity, and: grandeur, 
in vain aſſailed thee : a true and noble paſſion 
beat unalterably at thy heart, condenſing in one 
favourite ſorrow, thoſe mighty powers which 
once fulfilled every various and active duty of 
humanity. gun teh bun engen ot 5: 
But this was not a moment for impaſſioned re- 
veries. Lady Southampton recalled my atten- 
tion to the preſent moment; and we employed it 
in informing Tracey of the name, character, and 
ſituation, we had thought it prudent to aſſume, 
as well as of thoſe of our hoſt. Scarce was he 
maſter of theſe important particulars, ere the 
Laird of Dornock returned, and broke in upon 
us with an abruptneſs and anger he took no 
pains to diſguiſe. The ſight of an Engliſh of- 
ficer a little abated his wrath, Tracey, accord- 
ing to the plan we had agreed on, called Lady 
Southampton his ſiſter, and with every teſtimo- 
ny of gratitude for the hoſpitable ſhelter our 
hoſt had ſo long given us, offered a recompence 
ſtill more agreeable ; with whieh happily he had 
had the forecaſt to provide himſelf. While the 
Scot ſtood irre ſolute reſpecting his anſwer, the 
wary Tracey turned to us, and in an authorita- 
tive voice, ſaid, he muſt anſwer to the Queen 
for his abſence, did it exceed the appointed 
time; and: therefore, we muſt quickly take 
leave of our friends, and haſten our departure 
for England. This deciſive ſpeech increaſed the 
perturbation and diſappointment already obvious 
in the features of our hoſt; nevertheleſs, our 
going was to him ſo unforeſeen an event, that 
R e 3 not 
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not being able to find a ſufficient reaſon for de- 
taining us, he tacitly conſented to it 
My heart bounded at the unhoped for libera- 
tion, and I would have ſailed that moment, 
deſpite of wind and tide; but as the ſailors de- 
clared this impoſſible, our departure was delay- 
ed till the next morning. Whether the various 
incidents of the day accelerated the hour ap- 
pointed by nature, or, that Lady Southampton, 
contrary to her own idea, had reached it, I 
know not; ſhe was ſeized at midnight, however, 
with the pains of labor, and ſuffered ſo ſeverely, 
that her life was deſpaired of. In the courſe of 
the enſuing day ſhe was delivered of a dead child, 
and I was obliged to conſole myſelf for the long 
delay this event muſt neceſſarily occaſion,” in the 
pleaſing idea that the partner of my fate was not 
prematurely divided from it in truth, her vex- 
ation was ſo great, that I was reduced to ſtifle 


my own, left I ſhould contribute to her ill- 


neſs, 


The fate which hope yet gilds, though but 


from the verge of the horizon, is never quite 


inſupportable. We found, in the protection of 
Tracey, and the idea of rejoining the world to. 
which he ſeemed our immediate link, the means 
of beguiling — a tedious hour; nor was this 


conſolation ſuperfluous ; for the Laird of Dor- 


nock became, from the moment of Tracey's ar- 
rival, more ſullen and impenetrable than ever. 
—Self, was, in him, the prevailing principle. 


Early inveſted with that bounded, but abſolute, 
authority, which oftner produces and ſhelters 


tyranny, than a more extenſive field of action, 
he had hitherto known no oppoſition, —How of- 
ten has a blind paſſion warped the nobleſt 

natures ? 
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natures ? nor was it perhaps unnatural that he 
ſhould ſtretch his prerogative to retain in his 
hands a lovely and beloved woman, over whom 
he could claim no right. Long inured to fear, 
ſuſpicion, and anguiſh, they readily returned to 
their throbbing habitation, my heart. I often 
fancied I red murder written in dark, but legi- 
ble lines on the knit brow of our hoſt; and 
though Tracey flept only in an outer chamber 
cloſe by us, ſcarce could I perſuade. myſelf he 
was ſuffered to reſt peaceably there, or yet lived 
for our protection: nevertheleſs, I ſtrove at 
times to reject thoſe black chimeras a lively ima- 
gination perhaps too readily adopted; The Laird 
of Dornock no longer interfered with us, or our 
fate; neither did he withhold from us the com- 
pany of his ſiſter.— That ſweet girl, new to ſo- 
ciety, with a romantic happineſs peculiar to 
youth, gifted every object with her own graces 
and virtues; impreſſed at once with the merit of 
Tracey, ſhe transferred to a heart which could 
return it the paſſion I had unwarily inſpired, nor 
was: her ſecond choice unpropitious. Tracey, 
whole ſoul had expanded in a camp, was yet to 
learn the inconceivable charm of love; it took 
full poſſeſſion of him. With a ſweet, though 
{ſad pleaſure, I witneſſed pure and innocent 
vows, which continually reminded me of thoſe 
days, when like Phcebe, I looked enraptured on 
the varied landſcape of life, yet glowing with 
the early beams of hope; unconſcious of the 
ſhewers which often would fall, the heavy 
nights which muſt wholly obſcure it. Tracey, 
no Jeſs delighted. than his miſtreſs, no longer 
haſtened his departure to England, and looked 
| aſtoniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed that we did not find every charm of 
exiſtence in this diſmal exile. ae, AG 
I, however, anxiouſly waited with Lady 
Southampton, the day when her recovered health 
ſhould enable us to depart.—It came at length, 
and we were eagerly. preparing for the voyage, 
when the Laird of Dornock ſent us an order to 
read, by which the King of Scots impowered 
him to detain us. I know not any ſhock of all 
fate had impoſed on me, I ever felt more ſenſi- 
bly : nevertheleſs, I had preſence of mind 
enough to obſerve, by the date of this order, 
that it had been obtained during the confine- 
ment of my friend. The diſappointment and 
deſpair this incident occaſioned,. was only alle- 
viated by the recollection that in abuſing the 
authority of the King, to indulge an unworthy 
inclination, the Laird of Dornock had made 
himſelf reſponſible to the laws of his country for 
our ſafety, by admitting that ſuch perſons were 
in his cuſtody; Tracey gave him notice of this 
immediately ; and though he moderated: his rage 
in conſideration: of the fair Phoebe,” he warned 
the Laird of Dornock to treat us nobly, as he 
would anſwer it to his own King, and the 
Queen of England, in whoſe name we ſhould 
ſoon be demanded. To this indignant vaunt, 
for in truth it was no. better, the haughty Scot 
coldly replied, © that he ſhould take his chance 
of incurring an old woman's anger, who perhaps 
had already reſigned all her rights to his maſter.” 
Tracey could no longer controul the feelings of 
his generous ſoul, and replied with acrimony. 
The Laird of. Dornock bad him profit by the 
occaſion, and be gone immediately, if he did 
not mean to be included among the priſoners. 
| : | There 
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There wanted only this ſtroke to conſummate 
our wretchedneſs, and however reluctantly we 
loſt our only friend and protector, Lady South- 
ampton joined me in urging him to go; and 
over-ruling all his objections, we haſtened him 
alone into a bark, which an hour before we 
ſeemed to ſee ourſelves in. He comforted us 
with the aſſurance of ſoon returning, being fully 
perſuaded the King of Scots would never autho- 
rize ſo unjuſt and illegal a procedure, when once 
the whole circumſtance was impartially ſtated to 
him. I ſighed, at remembering I knew him 
better; but as an explanation at that moment 
was vain, I urged not the unbounded influence 
of the fair Mabel, through whoſe illicit connec- 
tion with the King, this order had doubtleſs 
been obtained. How ſhould that Monarch be 
convinced of a remote act of injuſtice, who even 
at the moment of committing it, was wronging 
7 moral and religious duty? The man who 
once voluntarily errs, muſt either be weak or 
vicious; in the firſt inſtance, he reſigns himſelf 
up to the paſſions of others, in the latter to his 
own ;. and in either caſe ſcarce ever recovers the 
narrow but even boundary of virtue. „ 
It was not by ſuch means I hoped for free- 
dom—ah, no | my views all pointed to the lover 
to whom my heart like the needle ever vibrated, 
though far divided. Let Eſſex be once in- 
formed, ſighed I—let him once know where to. 
find me, and he would croſs the globe to enſure. 
my ſafety. When the chagrin of this trying 
moment abated, I called to mind the infinite 
relief the viſit of Tracey had given our ſpirits, 

and the change it had made in our fituation, by 
acquitting us of thoſe petty obligations which 
915 4, | | always 
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always humiliate a noble mind, unleſs it finds a 
congenial one in the beſtower, l 
I ſoon obſerved that the Laird of Dornock 
had not courage to profit by the baſe injuſtice 
he had committed. The ſubſervient ſituation 
Tracey placed bimſelf in when we were preſent, 
and the profound deference with which he obey- 
ed our every wiſh, neither agreeing with the 
rank we avowed, nor the regimental he wore, 
a vague idea of myſtery had taken poſſeſſion of 
our hoſt's mind, which wanted vigor and acti- 
vity to attempt developing it. Conſcious too 
late, that he had in releaſing Tracey, ſet a ſpy 
on his own conduct, he vainly regretted the 
timidity which prevented his detaining him. 
He nevertheleſs, at intervals, ſtill talked of love 
to Lady Southampton, offering to buy a retum 
by imaginary worlds of wealth: for to us, 
accuſtomed to elegance and luxury, all his poſ- 
ſeſſions appeared but a gaudy poverty. As theſe 
oſtentatious and abſurd offers were one day made 
in my preſence, I could not but take ſome 
notice of them; he ſilenced me, however, by 
replyings I muſt be cautious how I exerted a 
ſpirit ſo likely to make him transfer his attach- 
ment, and be ſatisfhed with protecting one of the 
two; ſince I could neither think ſo ill of his 
diſcernment, or my own beauty, as to believe 
him the dupe of my diſguiſe. As it was the firſt 
moment a doubt on the ſubject had ever tran- 
ſpired, my confuſion gave him inſtant convic- 
tion: I could not recover myſelf ſufficiently to 
reply for ſome moments: at length I told him 
he had gueſſed the only part of our ſecret which 
did not lie too deep for his knowledge; never- 
theleſs, all he had diſcovered was but the leaſt 
. part 
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part of the myſtery, and finally, that the day 
which informed him of our names and rank, 
would call him to a ſevere account, if his con- 
duct were in the leaſt unworthy either us or 
himſelf.—I boldly affirmed, that the only thing 

wanting to our 3 was, to have the Court 

of England informed of our aſylum, and now 
that was by Tracey's means aſcertained, we were 
not without noble friends to claim us. The 
grandeur of air natural to me when inſult rouſed 
my pride, aſtoniſhed and awed him—his mind 
laboured with vague and indiſtin& apprehen- 
ſions; and as all attempts at diving into a ſecret 
locked up ſolely in the hearts intereſted in re- 
taining it, muſt be vain, he half repented having 
exerted an unjuſtifiable influence, he could no 
longer hope to profit by. 195750 1 = 
Lady Southampton acknowledged her obliga- 
tions to my firmer ſpirit; and both having no 
farther reaſon to affect ſubordination, reſumed 
the habits of rank and diſtinction; hiring do- 
meſtics of our own till the moment of enfran- 
chiſement ſhould arrive. 
Heartily weary of us both, I often thought 
the Laird of Dornock meditated | propoſing to 
releaſe us; and while I was one day inſenibly 

uiding him to that wiſhed-for point, an order 

from Court was delivered into his hand. Con- 
vinced it would liberate us, I caſt an eye of tri- 
umph on him, while he opened it; and ſaw his 
countenance confeſs the ſame idea; but a mo- 
ment cauſed a viſible change in it. He read the 
order aloud, and we found with inexpreſſible 
aſtoniſhment that it contained the ſtricteſt charge 
to guard his Engliſh priſoners, as he would 
anſwer it to his king : yet with. all due defe- 
Tence. 
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rence.— I eagerly caught at this article without 
ſeeming to notice the firſt, which nevertheleſs 
ſunk deep into my heart; nor was his inſenſible 
to the latter. —The wearineſs and diſguſt he had 
begun to indulge, increaſed ; and his pride re- 
volting at the idea that his caſtle was become a 
ſtate priſon, and himſelf only a jailer, he felt 
every way irritated, humiliated, and offended. 
No human being ſubmits to power with fo ill a 

grace as him who has unjuſtifiably exerted it, 
and when its reſtrictions fall heavily on ſuch, 
mere retribution” becomes in effect a ſevere 
revenge. | in en fg: EN 
A tedious interval had again elapſed without 
any news. from England. The tender, timid, 
Phoebe, often perſuaded herſelf her lover had 
never reached it; and the ſingularity of finding 
ourſelves apparently forgotten, ſometimes in- 
clined my friend and ſelf to unite with her in 
that opinion—yet, how many other cauſes might 
we reaſonably aſſign for it! cauſes, fo much 
more afflicting, that we recalled our thoughts 
to the iſle for conſolation. Eh 
Whether the infinite variety, the eternal tran- 
fitions my own life had already afforded, in- 
clined me to hope on; or, whether the inceſſant 
prayers J addreſſed to him who alone could re- 
lieve me, endued my mind with fortitude, I 
knew not; but, I certainly found in it reſources 
hitherto unknown. Every paſſing day ſeemed 
to refine and ſettle its powers and perceptions, 
till thoſe turbulent paſſions which of late ruſhed. 
like a cataract through my frame; now, with a 
gentle, healthful, current, gave motion to my 
pulſes. | ID 
$65 We 
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We learnt from Phoebe, that many letters 
came from Mabel to her elder brother, the con- 
tents. of which he ſo cautiouſly concealed, as 
made it obvious we were their ſubject. This 
news only confirmed us in the belief that Tracey 
had reached England ſafely ; and afforded us at 
the ſame time the flattering idea, that our friends 
were anxiouſly labouring to recover us; how- 
ever their progreſs might be impeded by obſta- 
cles, we could neither gueſs at, nor decide 
upon: nor were theſe ſuppoſitions vain. An 
order at length arrived, that we ſhould be deli- 
vered to the officer who ſhould preſent its coun- 
ter- part. Oh, what joy, what gratitude, what 
anxiety, did this proſpect of a deliverance afford 
us! From the dawn of the morning, till night 
blackened the ocean, did one or the other watch 
with eager expectation the promiſed veſſel.— 
We beheld it at laſt, and hardly could Eſſex 
himſelf have been more welcome to my eyes. 

Tracey once more landed, and glad was the 
greeting on all ſides. —He preſented each of us 
letters —dear and precious characters] my ſoul 
poured through my eyes when I again beheld 
them! With laviſh tenderneſs Eſſex hailed my 
ſecond reſurrection, and vowed to ſhew his ſenſe 
of the bleſſing by an implicit ſubmiſſion to my 
will.—““ You ſhall no more complain of the 
terrors of a camp, my love, continued he, I turn 
for ever from the bloody ſcene. A court no 
longer has any charms for me: inſpired with 
juſter ſentiments, alive to purer pleaſures, in 
your he art and my own will I henceforth look 
for the wayward ſtraggler, happineſs. I am no 
longer, my ſweet Ellinor, the Efſex you have 
known e. become an abſolute ruſtic, 118 

| philo- 


philoſopher. With r I will abjure the world, 
and in ſome ee ot, devote myſelf to love 
and the ſciences,” Oh!] ſhut your heart, like 
me, my love, to the — and look only towards 
the future. I wait with impatience the news 
of your fafe arrival in Cumberland, and date 
from it our happineſs.” 

Theſe words were to my ſoul, what the dalmy 
breath of ſpring is to the frozen earth: the 
winds at once ceaſe to blow, the ſnow ſinks into 
her boſom, the buds put forth their een 
and nature forgets ſhe has ſuffered. 

Tracey came fraught with gifts rather ſuited 
to the pirit of - the donor, than that of the 
accepter, yet, they opened the heart of the Laird 
of Dornock, who liſtened to the avowal of 
Tracey's love without tepugnance; and at length 
promiſed bim his ſiſter, if, at the expiration of 
two years, his rank in the army entitled him to 
claim her. — The tears of the young lovers for 
ever cemented thoſe vows his will thus autho- 
rized. Joy having diſpoſed my heart to receive 
the ſoft impreſſions of every gentle paſſion, ex- 
tinguiſhing-all that were not ſo, I remembered, 
with aſtoniſhment, the moment when I readily 
adopted the ambitious projets of Efſex.——Rank, 
riches, glory, what are ye ?—Gay ornaments 
which lend plendor indeed to felicity, but which 
only incumber and weigh down the ſoul when 
ſtruggling with the waves of misfortune : gladly 
we lighten ourſelves of ſuch adventitious goods, 
and graſp intranquillity and love, the unenvied, 
but rich eſſence, of all our fortune. ben 

In life, as in a proſpect, we can long enjoy 

only a bounded view; and all which preſents 
either to the mind or eye, a multiplicity of ob- 
jects, 
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jects, however great or beautiful, overſtrains the 
faculties, and deſtroys the repoſe. Rejecting at 
once every gaud vanity, delights. in, from the 
diſtant throne, and the mighty multitude, ready 
perhaps in turn to conduct me to it, my ſoul 
called forth the beloved individual, and feating 
him at my fide in a ſafe and humble ſolitude, 
ed what we ſhould loſe by the change ?—loſe !. 
Ah! rather what might we not gain? —How 
ſweet was it then to . Lord Eſſex himſelf at 
length cheriſhed ideas wholly ſimilar; that weary 
of war, ambition, envy, and all the turbulence _ 
of life, in renouncing the court of Elizabeth, 
he left, with the power, the wiſh of poſſeſſing 
it 1—T hat time, ſolitude, reflection, diſappoint- 
ment itſelf, had rather changed than extinguiſh- 
ed his taſte, which thus regained its true bias; 
ſeeking in the powers of the mind, and the im- 
pulſes of the heart, a happineſs not to be found 
on earth, when thoſe ſources fail to ſupply it. 
n leaving for ever the dreary ſcene of my 
exile, I be. be ſenſible of only one regret: but 
flattering myſelf, Tracey would ere long reſtore 
the ſweet Phoebe to my friendſhip, I ſoon dried 
up the tears due to the floods that charming 
girl beſtowed upon our parting. - The rapid 
motion of the veſſel bore. no proportion to my 
impatience ; whenever I looked, that deteſted 
iſle was ſtill in view; I thought we ſhould never 
loſe ſight of it. Soros 5 14 
Oh] how I anticipated the {wett repoſe which 
awaited us in the green ſolitudes of Cumber- 
land ! I flattered myſelf Eſſex. would already be 
there; though Tracey aſſured me, ſpies ſtill 
followed his ſteps, from which only a long con- 
| firmation 
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firmation of his peaceful intentions could re- 
 lieve bi ðͤ 51 £5 | 1 | 


At length the pleaſant ſhore of England was 


deſcried z welcome to my. heart was the ſhout 
which .proclaimed it ! Our very ſouls ſhot 
through our eyes once more, to hail our native 
country. We found at the port, ſervants, and 
every accommodation that might render our 
journey eaſy. Ah]! how beautiful was that 
journey l [thouſand various objects of ſimple 
majeſty united to form one perfect whole, and 
a new delight ſtole on every ſenſe, as we wound 


through varying vallies embowered by hanging 


woods, reflected in many an expanſe of clear 
water, dim ſhadowed at intervals by mountains, 
whoſe arid: heights defied the ſun they ſeemed to 
Far in theſe green labyrinths we came at once 


upon the Caſtle from whence I now write.—It 


is in fact only an elegant ruin, and might rather 
be termed the reſidence of the anchorite, Soli- 
tude. In tearful gladneſs the fair owner threw 
her arms round my neck, and bleſt the power 
which permitted us at laſt to reſt here. 


From this antique manſion do I date my nar- 


rative; and in arranging it, ſeek only to fill up 
thoſe hours yet unbleſt with the preſence of 


him born to fill every future one. Dear Lady 
Pembroke, I cannot expreſs the divine repoſe 
which huſhes at laſt my overworn faculties.—-I 


look back with wonder on all the paſt griefs, 
the mortal conflicts, my ſhattered: frame has 
contended with. So pure, ſo perfect, is now 
my grateful tranquillity, that it ſeems proof 
even againſt misfortune itſelf.— No more ſhall 

1. my 
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beating heart—my burning brain but w 
ſhould I An. to ſuch —— 3 25 
Emboſomed in the maternal arms of nature Y 
fafe in the obſcure and ſolitary ſituation of this 
ivied afylum, here my affrighted ' ſoul, like a 
ſcared bird, faintly. folds up its weary wings; 
delights to be alone, and joys in mere ſafety. 
I think I can never be happy, be 1 
anch while my heart exhauſts itſelf in 
I ſtill call on it for ebullitions to Which —— age: 
qual. Pride, paſſion, vanity, all the groſſer par- 
ticles of my nature are at once exhaled, and 
every pure, every ſocial virtue, unfolds and bloſ- 
ſoms to the vernal ſun, forerunning even the 
* 

Oh! that radiant, glorious luminary:! how 
new to me ſeems its influence — Dark have 
been the films through which I have hitherto 
viewed it. Pardon, my darling friend, theſe 
flights of fancy: how playful does che mind 
grow when at peace with itſelf ? 

Haſten, generous Tracey, haften to my love, 
and inform 'him of our arrival. But is not 
Tracey already gone? Oh haſten then, m). 
Eſſex; quit that buſy ſcene, where virtue inceſ- 
ſantiy hovers on the verge of a precipice a thou- 
ſand ready hands would plunge her over, - par- 
take with me the deep repoſe of this ſolitude 
no longer heed Elizabeth herſelf, not even her 
power can reach us here. Nature's gigantick 
phalanx, impaſſable mountains preſent their for- 
midable ſummits in long array, overawing every 
inferior guard; while in their vivid hollows, 
happineſs repoſes on the boſom of her mother, 
Nature. — Oh! 2 and in 
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« 4 life exempt from public haunt, 
60 Find tongues in trees, books in the running Aae 
«© Sermons in flones, and good in every thing.” 


„ 1 4's © 


A thunder-bolt falls on my brain ! avenging 
heaven, why does it not wholly 5 it? Tried 
ſentenced condemned - while I, entombed in 
a now deteſted ſolitude, gaily dreamt of endleſs 
happineſs. —Oh ! let me once more ruſh;madly 
into the world, overwhelm my agonized ſenſes 
with the ſhouts. of armies—the groans of the 
dying g—fountains of blood—rivers of tears—find 


poſſible a horror in nature may counteract that 


now raging in my ſoul. —Fhe wreck of the 
univerſe alone can equal it. But let me give 
the ruin ſcope—wherefore, wherefore, ſhould 1 
wiſh it leſſened Oh Lady Pembroke! N 


LADY PEMBROKE WRITES 


The trembling hand of the 99 laſt invok- 
ed, takes up the pen to. finiſh the woes of a fair 
unfortunate, who; will never more be her own 


biſtorian.— Alas, they had now reached their 
climax. 


The eccentric turn of mind which made the 
ſweet Ellinor form a plan ſo extraordinary as 


her ſuppoſed death and burial, excited an aſto- 


niſhment in me, its artful execution alone could 
increaſe.. Nevertheleſs, the regular purſuit of a 
ſingle idea was far from perſuading her friends, 
8 intellects had recovered: their _ or equa» 
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When this heart-breaking narrative came to 
my hands, I could not but obſerve that the 
ſweet miſtreſs of Eſſex had a very partial know- 
ledge of his character, or information of his 
aCctions.—Bleſt with the moſt equitable and 

enerous heart that ever aCtuated a human bo- 
1 his virtues often took a falſe colour from 
the ſelfiſh views of thoſe who once found the 
way. to it. Credulity was ſo much his fault, 
that even his enemies profited by it, whom he 
always ceaſed to conſider as ſuch, the moment 
they deigned to deceive him with: a falſe pro- 
teſtation of regard. In fact, the lenity of his 
nature continually counteracted that ambition, 
which was its only vice; and irradiated his 
character with the milder glories of humanity : 
a luſtre, more ſoft, pure, and laſting, than mere 
conqueſt can beſtow. Nevertheleſs, the early 
habits of power and diſtinction had ſeized on his 
affections, and even his love co-operating with 
that indulged foible, they increaſed together. 
Fhe daring project he had formed, was no way 
unfeaſible, had he managed it with addreſs ; for 
he poſſeſſed the hearts of the whole kingdom, 
a few envious individuals excepted. But art 
was unknown to Eſſex; and thoſe his ſuperio- 
rity offended, were proficients in that ſcience : 
unhappily too, they were ſo immediately around 
the Queen, that they could convert the ſuſpi- 
cions ſhe ſometimes entertained of his conduct, 
into certainty. Yet ſo rooted was her love for 
this unfortunate favorite, that it long contended 
with that ſhe bore herſelf; and tears of ill- 
judged ' fondneſs often abſorbed the bitterneſs 
his enemies would have wrought to his ruin. 
Such a weakneſs alone could induce a —_—_ 
EF wiſe 
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wiſe and ex petleneed like Elizabeth, to delegate 
4 power ſcarce inferior tb her een, inte the 
hands of a Nobleman, valiant, popular, and aſ- 
piring.” In ronfenting to Eſſex's command in 
Ireland, the Queen made an abſolute ſacrifiee 
of her o inclination (which was only gratified 
when he was near her) to his; or, perhaps, in 
effect both unconſeiouſſy yielded to the ſecret 


policy which'invariably fought to ſeparkte them. 
— Convinced the had bound him to her by every 


tie of gratitade, honor, and confidence, how 
muſt ſo high-a-fpirit as that of Elizabeth be 
ſhocked, Wwounded, and irritated, to ſee him 
loiter away His days inactively in Ireland, re- 
gardleſs alike- of Her admonitions, and the een- 
ſures of the people? Inſenfibly ſhe imbibed the 
prejudices of the Cecil family, thé inflexible 
enemies of the Earbg td whotm ſhe ſubmitted the 
government of the ſtate, leſs from any eſteem 
for thefrthlents, than the latent defire of piquing 


the negligent favorite, to whom they were 


equally” objfioxious e FTime confirmed td the 
Cecil faction, the influence they at Hirſt owed 
ſolely to reſentment. Phe weariſomè ſupineneſs 
of the Lord Deputy was at once ſueceeded by a 
ſaſpicious, and myſterious conduct. His ſecret 


treaties with the arch rebel, Tiroen, the anony- 


mous captive who ſeduced him into theſe—all 
was reported with aggravation to Elizabeth. 
The reſentment oceaſioned by the error of his 
conduct, was doubled when ſhe knew that of 


his heart: jealouſy took full poſſeſſion of bers, 


and ſhe determined to make him ſeverely ſen- 
fible of her power: but ſhe was told it was not 
ſafe, at that period, to recall him. Obliged for 
the firſt time in her life to controul herſelf, and 
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meditate chow! to get him again into her power, 
her tem per - DECAINEC abſolutely intolerable, -Her 
Ladies perferved a melancholy-filence, fave the 
artful few inſtructed to foment, and profit by, 
her irritated paſſions. , The fate of Eſſex ſeem- 
ed wholly to depend on the event of a war, hie 
therto ens hen tothe aſtoniſhment 
alike of friends and enemies, without performing 
any conſiderable exploit which might} ſecure 


him a welcome, the Earl poſted, ſuddenly home, 


and preſented, himſelf before Elisabeth, with 
the dauntleſs air of unblemiſhed innocense. 
Whether the ſurprize of the moment really 
revived, that powerful paſſionſof iwhich he had 
ſo long been the object, or Whether fear for her 
life made her diſſemble the bitterneſs and rage 
ſwelling at her heart, is a circumſtance which 
never, reached my knowledge. It is certain the 
Queen received him graciouſly, and liſtened to 
a very imperfect and incoherent. defence of his 
conduct. They parted friends; and Eſſex in- 
ſtantly giving way te that credulity, which ſo 
often made every talent art and nature could 
unite in his per ſon, abortive, conſider ed himſelf 
as effectually re-eſtabliſhed , in ber heart, and 
indulged all the exultation ſuch a triumph over 
his enemies could not fail to occaſion. 
What a thunder-ftroke then was his imm 
diate diſgrace ! a diſgrace he could not but im- 
pute to his on ͤimprudenee; ſince in returning 
without advice, he had delivered himſelf volun- 
tarily into the hands of his enemiss. Lo the 
mortification of 4 long and humiliating impri- 
ſonment, was ſhortly after fſuperadded a killing 
rief, in the ſuppoſed loſs of the beauteous 


Elllinor. Reſigning himſelf to a ſullen and ſilent 
M1697 0 14 


deſpair, he no longer condeſcended to offer 
Elizabeth any further vindication of his con- 
duct, nor could be perſuaded to make the leaſt 
ſubmiſſion. This concuſſion of feelings, how- 
ever, ſhivered his animal, no leſs than his men- 
tal, ſyſtem. A fever followed, which ſoon roſe 
to a dangerous height. Obſtinately rejecti 

all medical advice, he declared a thouſand 
times he wiſhed only to die; nor had that wiſh 
been vain, but that the Queen, unable wholly 
to ſubdue the ſentiments of tenderneſs which 
had ſo long reigned in her heart, ſent her own 
phyſician to attend- him, with offers of peace 
and pardon. The deſperate ſtate in which he 
found the Earl, was faithfully reported to Eli- 
zabeth; who, touched to the heart, heſitated 
whether ſhe ſhould not revive him by an imme- 
diate viſit; ſo hard will it always be to coun- 
teract by political manceuvres the genuine im- 
preſſions of nature. The Cecil party ſuddenly 


found themſelves on the ' brink of ruin; and 


every argument, fear, pride, or prudence, could 


ſuggeſt, was enforced to delay this interview. 


Elizabeth yielded to the powerful combination 
of reaſons in that inſtance, but could not den 

herſelf the pleaſure of correſponding with Lord 
Eſſex as he grew better; and ſoon ſuffered 
him to vindicate his conduct: nay, even con- 
deſcended to reproach him with the unknown 
lady who had ſo fatally influenced it. To this 
perplexing hint, he replied, his grief alone 


muſt anſwer; and the melancholy / tenour of 


| his life ſo exactly agreed with this declara- 


tion, that Elizabeth preſſed no farther into a 


ſecret it was plain the grave now veiled : rather 


8 
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ſeeking by kindneſs to invigorate a mind il 
fortune had borne too hard upon. 

It was now the ſhining time in the life of 
Efex. The purple torrent of ſucceſsful war 
had hitherto {wept away, or ſunk. thoſe ſweet 
Humanities, thoſe, ſocial virtues,” time at length 
caſt up in the vale of adverſity.—Endued with 
eloquence, taſte, ſeience, ſenſe, and ſenſibility, 
he now reſigned himſelf to the charms of philo- 
ſophy, poeſy, and the mathematicks. Inno- 


cent and tranquil reſources, to which the mind 


muß e ever turn when 3 . Wie with 


© & >. 


— only a meeting en. her, and the 
much altered Earl, to re-eſtabliſh him in her 
Favour : but that meeting his enemies entered 
into a league to prevent; and began, by win- 
ning Elizabeth's phyſician to order the Earl of 


Eſſex into the country.—Amn artifice ſo. refined 
-as his liberation was not immediately diſcovered 


to be policy by any party; and the Queen, 
lulled into a, belief that ſhe could honorably re- 
ceive him when he ſhould return, ſuffered bim 
to depart without an audience, 
Wearied of wars, camps, and political jea- 
lauſies, and diſcuſſions, the melancholy, Eſſex 


-defired in freedom only the ſolitude he found; 
When Tracey returned with the aſtoniſhing 


news that the miſtreſs he ſtill adored yet exiſted. 


Fatal news to his future repoſe !—The im- 


poſſibility of openly claiming Ellinor, revived, 


with his paſſion, all his dangerous and preca- 
rious projects. — Every other effort to obtain her 
Was 
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was made without ſucceſs, ere he ſecretly ap- 
plied to the King of Scots; who always knew 
his/own'intereſt too well to grant any favour 
without having ſecured an adequate return. 
James ardently , deſited to be nominated as the 
ſucceſſor of Elizabeth by herſelf, and had not 
ſpared bribes, promiſes, or flattegy, to intereſt 
thoſe around her whom: he thought likely to in- 
fluence her choice. The unhoped ſolicitation 
of the man whoſe courage and ambition James 
moſt feared, was a circumſtance of importance. 
Uninformed of the real name or characters of 
the priſoners Lord Eſſex ſo eagerly deſired to 
recover, the King of Scots ſent the Baird of 
Dornock notice to guard them more ſtrictly. 
The vehement temper of Eſſex made him al- 
ways reſign to the prevailing object, every other 
intereſt: but a treaty like this could not be car- 
ried on ſo ſecretly as to eſcape the ſuſpicious” 
eyes of the miniſters. With what maglignant 
joy did they filently watch its progreſs, till che 
moment when its publication would inflame the 
Queen to their wines en 

Eſſex now once more thought it his intereſt” 
to be buſy, admired, and popular: he relapſed: 
into all his old habits, and having gained the 
Queen's permiſſion, returned to London. Far, 
however, from profiting by this indulgence, to 
obtain her pardon, he remained at home; thro-w- 
ing open his doors to all impoveriſhed officers;! 
and clergy, among whom a number of ſpirited 
adventurers appeared, whoſe laviſh praiſes ſeem 
ed to render his popularity greater than ever. 

Elizabeth, with diſguſt, beheld him aſſume 
the favor ſhe perhaps intended once more to 
beſtow; and kept in ſilence a ſtrict watch upon 
8 5 5 his 
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his conduct. By a refinement known only in 
politicks, his enemies ſcattered among his par- 
tizans many creatures of their own, inſtructed 
to dive into all his intentions, and ſpread abroad 
ſeditious and treaſonable projects, as though in- 


truſted by himſelf with ſuch. This malice was 


but too ſucceſsful.— Inflated with the adulation 
of misjudging friends, the extravagant admira- 


tion of the multitude, and the inſidious attacks 


of his enemies, the ſelf-deluded Eſſex ſprung 
the mine himſelf which deſtroyed him. bis 
The miſchief commenced by a broil between 
the Lords Southampton and Grey; the. laſt 
aſſaulting the former in the ſtreet; and though 
the offender was; ceremoniouſly puniſhed, the 
ſpirit of party broke out in a thouſand little 
daily quarrels. The Queen already perſuaded 
that Eſſex, ever haughty and impetuous, ſcorn- 
ed her power, deſpiſed her perſon, and only 
waited a favorable moment openly to inſult both, 
was irritated beyond all bearing by the artful 
diſcovery (at this cruel criſis) of his ſecret 
treaty with the King of Scots. —Its real cauſe 
was unknown to her, and the offence, though 
trifling in itſelf, of a nature moſt likely to ex- 
aſperate a Sovereign whoſe eyes were ever turn- 
ed from a ſucceſſor ſhe refu fed to acknowledge. 
The diſcovery proved decifive—Elizabeth in 
ſtantly reſolved to deliver. the ungrateful favo- 
rite up to the laws of his country, and autho- 
rized a judicial enquiry into his conduct. The 


Cecil party defired no more; for well they 


knew, Eſſex would rather die than brook the 


deliberate. indignity. The commiſſioned Lords 


aſſembled at his houſe on a Sunday, as the time 
when they ſhould be moſt ſafe from the * | 
| oF: 
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of the partial populace.— They found the Earl 
ſufficiently inflamed ; who ſwearing he neue! 
more would bei voluntary priſoners thut\up 
the Lord Keeper, and the reſt, in his oon 
bouſe, ruſhing forth armed, and followed only 
by a few friends and domeſtics, to dlaim the 
protection of the peoplſſſeeee .. 
By à fatality not peculiar to bimſelf, the 
bubble, popularity, which had ſo long ſwelled 
and glittered before his miſtaken eyes, burſt at 
once, and left: to him a vacuum in nature. 
The ſacred: day was but too judiciouſſy choſen 
by his enemies. Without preparation - almoſt 
without a friend, the unhappy Eſſex ruſhed 
through the ſtreets of London, crouded only 
with peaceful and humble mechanics, who 
emerged from every cloſe lane environed by their 
wives and children to enjoy the weekly holiday. 

To people of this ſtamp the gallant Eſſex was 

almoſt unknown - certainly indifferent: with 
ſtupid and curious eyes, they turned to gaze on 
thoſe warlike ſteps none ventured to follow 
ſteps which bore the noble Eſſex ſo faſt toward 
ruin. Diſtreſs, . however, only increaſed his 
deſperation, and the citizens being ſpirited into 
making an ineffectual effort to prevent his re- 
turn, a ſkirmiſh enſued. The amiable Tracey 
had the fate he deſired, and fell at the ſide of 

his Lord; who even in this cruel moment, 

dropt a tear on à youth ſo beloved. Fame, 
honor, happineſs, nay, even life, were fleeting 
faſt from Eſſex; and however careleſs of theſe 
goods, friendſhip ſtill aſſerted her rights over 
his feelings. In compaſſion to the fe generous 
adherents who muſt have fallen in his m_ 
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had he longer reſiſted, the Earl at length ſur- 
rendlared i his ſwW ore. nige 
© All: was now over with ; this:iadmired, and 
erring favarite.—Impriſoned in the. Tower, he 
had ample leiſure to re · conſider the events which 
brought him there. The deſertion uf the peo. 
ple had opened his eyes to the realities of life. 
—He too ſenſibly found, while he miniſtered to 
their neceſſities, their pride, or their pleaſures, 
the multitude could rend the air with accla- 
matiuns; but the moment a claim was in turn 
muũde o their feelings, they always become 
told, torpid, and inanimate . He perceived 
with; vain regret that he had beem duped into 
this qutrage on che laws ef ſociety, by the 
mancœuvres of. b 15, enemies, no leſs than the 
credulity of his heart.! But he Was not formed 
to profit hy theſe humiliatingidiſcatemes; they 
impreſſed a 3 tupright, only with the 
deepeſt diſguſt. He Was, hawever;; conſoled 

with-remembering felf+preſervatignuwas:the ſole 
motive for his daringattack, and that no action 
of his! life had yet violated the duty he had 
ſworn the Queen. Het reſolutely prepared him- 
ſelf to meet the judgment of his peers, and only 
lamented the friendihip Which involved the 
generous Southampton in his fate; who ſhared 
without regret the pri ſon of à friend ſo dear. 
The Queen; meanuihile, experienced every 
emotion ſuch a painful œontrariety of paſſions 
muſt neceſſarily occaſion. Hie impriſonment 
of her favorite, as uſual, ſeemed to cancel his 
offence: but he was now beyond her juriſdiction, 
and the victim of the laws. She had unhappily 
ſurrendered him up to them, and robbed; her- 
ſelf of every prerogative but that of pardon- 
ing; a prerogative ſhe feared ſo high a ſpirit 
would 
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would never ſollicit her to exert. She regretted, 
too late, having driven him to ſo dangerous an 
extreme, and while his fate was yet uncertain, 
ſuffered more, perhaps, than he did in its com- 
pletion. FI r it 
The friends of the Earl, perſuaded no kind 
of influence would be ſpared to bring him to 
the block, were unanimous in intreating him to 
win over the Queen by an early repentance, and 
ſubmiſſion : but they knew not the grandeur of 
the heart they would have humbled. - Born to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf moſt eminently when out- 
ward diſtinctions were withdrawn, it was then 
only Eſſex ſeemed to uſe his better judgment. 
85 Qua any one call himſelf my friend, would 
he indignantly exclaim, and yet wiſh me poorly 
to petition for an obſcure, an ignominious life? 
What! to pine away the flower of manhood in 
infamy and ſolitude ! ſhunned by all, yet un- 
ſtigmatized by public juſtice, and ſhunning, in 
turn, the exalted characters I dare no longer 
emulate.— Shut up with thoſe tormenting com- 
panions, my own thoughts, till led, perhaps, 
by deſperation, to inflict that fate upon myſelf, 
T have meanly evaded receiving from the law. 
No, my friends, I am enthralled here as a trai- 
tor if proved one, it is fit Lexpiate my crime; 
and if acquitted, I know the value of a life ven- 
tured hitherto: only for my country.” Neither 
arguments, or intreaties, could ſhake his reſo- 
lution ;.. and he heard with unequalled firmneſs, 
that public ſentence, from which, he:ſtill-per- 
ſiſted, there was no appeal. In vain. every dear 
and affecting image was pourtrayed in the ſtrong- 
eſt colours before his active imagination. From 
that of the woe-ſtruck Ellinor, liberated too 
ys "RE 0 late, 
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late, and weaving in a diſtant ſolitude a thou- 
ſand fairy bowers for love and happineſs to dwell 
in from her alone his nature ſhrunk. *©* You 
may wound my heart, would he ſighing ſay, 
through every vein; but my reaſon is ſtill in- 
flexible, nor is even that ſweet creature an ar- 
gument for my ſubmitting to diſgrace.— No 
when I raiſed my eyes to thee, . Ellinor, 
my conſcions ſou] beheld in itſelf all that could 
intitle me to mate with thee. —I cannot reſolve 
to look up even to the woman I adore.—Better 
ſhe ſhould weep me dead, than ſecretly deſpiſe 
me while yet exiſting. —Pure and precious will 
be the tears that fall upon my grave, but never 
could I behold one which would not ſecretly 
reproach me.—Leave me, my friends, to my 
fate; honor has hitherto been the invariable 
rule of my conduct, nor can I now adopt an- 
o „ e 

From the moment the condemnation of Eſſex 
reached the Queen, peace and reſt were ſtran- 
gers to her.— The choſen of her heart was now 
the victim of the laws, and that heart muſt bleed 
through his, unleſs he could be induced to 
throw himſelf on her mercy. A thouſand emiſ- 
ſaries aſſured him of a ready pardon—a word, a 
wiſh, would have obtained it.— To theſe he 
ever replied with the ſame collected air, that 
had the Queen earlier ſhewn him this indul- 
gence, his life had never come within the cen- 
ſure of the law; but as even her utmoſt bounty 
now could only prolong to him the liberty of 
breathing, he was willing, as well for her ſafety, 
as in ſubmiſſion to his ſentence, to reſign a pri- 
vilege, which became a burthen the moment it 
was his only one.“ An anſwer thus calculated 
| to 
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to:thwck; the moſſ indifferent heart, Fabbed that 
of Elizabeth: yet, as unaſked, to grant him a 
pardon, would ſtamp her declining life with 
inexcuſable weakneſs, ſhe ndrowent every hour 
the molt trying r- 

Ah! — do I he wink pings alas, 
chad was a fair, and forlorn one, buried in 


Cumberland, e more than died when thie 


cruel intelligence reached her. As the ſentence 
of Eſſex included his friend Southampton, the 
relations of the latter diſpatched an expreſs to 
his wife, hoping ſhe would arrive in London 
time enough to fſolicit his pardon of the Qpeen. 
The meſſenger found the unfortunate Ladies 
buoyed up with ſafety, ſolitude, and many a 
gentle hope. When the approach of horſes 
echoed through the remote valley, no other 
emotion was excited in either, than the fond 


and latent flutter: ariſing from the idea that it 


might be one or both of the condemned Earls. 
— How terrible was then the tranſition in their 
minds, when fully informed of their deſperate: 
fituation ;;.and: bereft of every reſource expected 
miſery-ſupplies? | The unhappy wife of South- 
ampton, engroſſed by her own: ſhare: in the af- 
fliction, obſerved not its deadly effect, on the 
intellects of her equally ſuffering friend z till. 
the ſtupe faction of Ellinor became intenſe, and 
obvious, and the evil irremediable. 

The human mind, even when moſt elevated, 
is not equal to the influence of two oppoſing 
paſſions -a ſacrifice muſt be made, and friend- 


hip yields to love. Lady Southampton poſted 


away with unremitting diligence; intruſting 
her friend to the care of faithful ſervants, who- 
were 1 * her forward more leiſ — 7. 
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Ahe deep gloom of the ſweet Ellinor's mind; 


in the courſe of the journey, gave way to a 


vague and irregular gaiety; but as this had 
ſometimes” forerun her recòvery, ſo might it 
then, had ſhe been ſurrounded with ſuch perſons 
as knew her diſpoſition. Thoſe who had her in 
charge, uninformed of her name, ſituation, 
and wounded ſpirit, could not reaſonably be 
expected to guard againſti events they could not 
poſſibly foreſee. It happened; one day, while 
they were reſting, Ellinor caſt her eyes upon an 
extenſive building, full in ſight, and her wan- 
dering imagination called it Kenilworth.— An 
officious attendant informed her it was Fother- 

ingay Caſtle.— She wildly ſhrieked, ſtretched 
forth her arms expreſſively towards the fatal 
manſion, then tearing thoſe lovely treſſes once 
before devoted to her calamity, and ſcarce 
grown to their uſual luxuriance, threw herſelf 
on the ground, and relapſed-into total inſanity. 
But when Lady Southampton entered the 
priſon of her Lord, upon whoſe aching boſom 
ſhe poured forth all her grief and paſſion, his 
diſturbed friend found every fibre of his heart 
wrung; and turning a fearful, eager eye toward 
the door, felt a horror, not to be expreſſed, at 
finding no one followed her. The afflicted 
wife wanted preſence of mind to conceal a truth 
which conſummated the fate of Eſſex -a truth 
ſo terrible, that fain would he have believed it 
invented by his friends to reconcile him to his 
ſentence.Convinced at length now indeed 
do I feel the weight vf my bonds now indeed 
am I a priſoner, would he exclaim. Oh, Elli- 
nor, matchleſs Ellinor, that I could fly to 
thee l recall once more that unequalled ſoul, 
— 1 which 
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which always, like a frightened bird, forſakes 
its home when miſery hovers over it.— Thou, 
thou; haſt broken a ſpirit equal to every other 
affliction thou haſt made a coward of me to 
ſave thee, my love, I could almoſt reſolve, 
poorly” to condition for a diſgraceful life, and 
wiſh to ſurvive my honour.” Perſuaded his 
prefence/would have the ſame effect, it once be- 
fore took at St. Vincent's . he paſſionately 
ſolicited to ſet her. — This ſingle idea ſeized 
upon his mind—it even became his ſolemn re- 
queſt—his dying wiſh. In the hopeleſs ſtate of 
her diſorder, the effect of their meeting was 
dreaded only on this account: but as all in- 
treaty and argument proved vain, his friends at 
length reſolved to yield to his/ paſhonate; his 
only ſolicitation. The day was now appointed 
for the execution of Eſſex, and the pardon of 
Southampton granted, which alone he deſired: 
as all his friends were freely admitted tô his pri- 
ſon, there was no difficulty in leading thither 
the darling of his heart, in the habit of a youth, 
accompanied by Lady Southampton, —W orlds 
could net have bribed me to witneſs ſuch an in- 
terview,—Ah, deareſt Ellinor! were thoſe 
ſenſes: they ſo eagerly deſired to reſtore to thee, 
in reality a loſs? How, had they been perfect, 
wouldſt thou have ſupported the trying ſcene, 
expiring love, and officious friendſhip, drag 
thee to witneſs?— How wouldeſt thou have 
fixed thine eyes on the gloomy tower, or thoſe 
guarded gates through which: thy lover muſt ſo 
ſoon be borne, but never more ſhould paſs ?— 
How muſt thy foul have bled to behold thoſe 
mme features; à few hours were to ſeparate from 
the heart which then gave them ſuch ago- 
1 5 nized 
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nized: expreſſion ? But that ſuperlative miſery 
was not ordained -thee.— Retired. beyond the 
reach of love itſelf, were all the various powers 
of that ſuſceptible ſoul !— Thy yague eyes con- 
feſſed not their everlaſting objet—thy ear 
caught not his voice—nor did thy boſom. an- 
ſwer with a ſingle ſigh, the-burſt of grief which 
ſtruggled at that of thy lover, ſtill exquiſitely 
alive to every human affliction! To thee, his 
parting ſoul. yet clung ; and when his eyes be- 
held thee no longer, they williagly ſhut out 
ereation. He ſaw not, from the moment of 
Ellinor's departure, friend, or relation; but 
turning all his contemplations towards the 
awful futurity in which he was ſo ſoon to 
launch, died to this world even before his exe- 
On the night which preceded that event, this 
billet, equally addreſſed to my ſiſter (with: 
whom the dear unfortunate reſided) and myſelf, 
Was delivered. 1 ib on aly Ei 
„Dear, generous guardians of the loſt angel, 
my ſoul yet bleeds: over, receive in this my 
parting bleſſing; and pardon, oh, pardon, an 
ineredulity but too ſeverely puniſhed by convic- 
tion | a conviction ſo terrible as reconciles me 
to the death to-morrow, will beſtow. Yes, theſe 
eyes have been blaſted with beholding the pale 
ſtatue of my love, dead while yet breathing 
Fpeechleſs—inſenſate. —To the gathered multi- 
tude the fatal ſcaffold the axe which ſepa- 
rates foul and , I turn for relief when this 
remembrance preſſes upon nue. 
Adieu, ye faithful ſiſters of the gallant 
Sydney— Ohl if intelligence too late ſhould 
uiſit the fair form bequeathed to your aa” | 
| Witn. 
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with ſympathy ſoothe every aching ſenſe.— Vet 
wake no more to woe my worſhipped. Ellinor! 
Still may thy pure ſpirit ſlumber in its breathing 
tomb, till that appointed hour which at length 
unites thee to thy ed - 15564" pq 
| 8 ESS E X.“ 


Tower. 1 


It ſeemed as if in this epiſtle were encloſed 
every lingering weakneſs of mortality: for the 
remaining hours of his life were devoted ſolely 
to the duties of religion. — In the flower of 
manhood, at the age of three and thirty, this- 
envied favorite reſigned every earthly diſtinction, 
and aſcended the ſcaffold with a compoſure in- 
nocence and Heaven alone can beſtow. The 


melting multitude too late bewailed to ſee his 


glorious youth ſet thus in blood. His ear caught 
the general murmur of ſorrow and applauſe; he 
caſt a look of corrected knowledge on the ſpec- 
totors ; then lifting his eyes to Heaven, ſerenely 
ſubmitted to the executioner ; ' who ſevered -a 
head, and heart, which, had they acted in uni- 
fon, might have awed the world. 

Of her ſo much beloved, ſo generouſly, ſo 
fatally faithful, little more remains to be ſaid. 
— Neither time, care, or medicine, ever availed 
toward the reſtoration of thoſe intellects which 
might only have proved an additional misfor- 
tune. Vet even in this ſtate of inſanity, Hea- 
ven permitted her to become the inſtrument of a 
ſingular and exemplary vengeance. 


A year or more had elapſed, during which 


her calamity took all thoſe variable and dreadful 


forms peculiar to itſelf.— The defire of having 


every medical aſſiſtance, made me bring her with 
| 1 
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me to London; where one evening, with a de- 
gree of reflection and art often blended with 
inſanity, ſhe eluded the care of her attendants; 
and well knowing every avenue of the palace, 
paſſed them all with wonderful facility. : 
The Queen wholly ſunk in the chilling me- 
lancholy of incurable deſpair, and hopeleſs age, 
| — 21 herſelf up to the influence of thoſe evils. 
Her ladies were often employed in reading to 
her, which was the only amuſement her chagrin 
admitted. One memorable night it was my 
turn — Elizabeth diſmiſſed every other atten- 
dant, in the vain hope of finding a repoſe of 
which ſhe had for ever deprived herſelf. I pur- 
ſued my taſk a long while, when the time con- 
ſpired with the orders of the Queen to produce 
a ſilence ſo profound, that had not her ſtarts 
now and then recalled my ſenſes, hardly could 
my half- cloſed eyes have diſcerned the pages 
over which they wandered. —The door flew 
ſuddenly open—a form ſo fair—ſo fragile—ſo 
calamitous appeared there, that hardly durſt my 
beating heart call it Ellinor. The Queen ftart- 
ed up with a feeble: quickneſs, but had onl 
power to falter out a convulſive ejaculation. 1 
inſtantly remembered Elisabeth believed her 
dead, and imagined this her ſpectre. Phe beau- 
teous phantom (for ſurely never mortal looked 
ſo like an inhabitant of another world) ſunk on 
one knee, and while her long garments of black 
flowed gracefully over the floor, ſhe lifted up her 
eyes toward Heaven, with that nameleſs ſweet 
neſs, that wild ineffable benignity, madneſs 
alone can give, then meekly bowed before Eli- 
zabeth.— The Queen, - heart-ftruck, fell back. 
11 | | * el | 2 into-· 
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intolhet ſeat, without voice to pronounce a on 
lable.—Ellinor aroſe, and approached” {till 
nearer; ſtanding a few moments, choaked and 
ſilent. „ Inonee was proud; was paſſionate, 
indignant,“ ſaid the ſweet unfortunate at laſt, 
in the dw and broken voice of inexpreſſible an- 
evidh;”vbut Heaven forbidꝭ me now to be ſo 
Oh! you who was ſurely born only to chaſtize 
my unhappy race, forgive me I have no longer 
any ſenſe but that of ſorrow.“ Again the 
ſunk upon the floor, and gave way to fobbings 
the ſtruggled in vain to ſuppreſs. The Queen 
dragged me convulſively to her, aud burying her 
face in my boſom; | exclaimed indiſtihct yy 
ce fave me ſave me oh, Pembroke, ſave me 
from this ghaſtly ſpectre l EſſexEſſex 
Eſſex ' groaned forth the proſtrate Ellinor, 
expreſſively raiſing her white hand at each touch= 
ing repetition.— The violent ſnudderings of the 
Queen, marked the deep effect that fatal name 
took on her Somebody told me, continued 
the lovely wanderer, that he was in the Tower, 
but J have looked there for him till Fam weary 
—is there a colder, ſafer priſon, then? But is a 
priſon a place for your favorite, and can you 
condemn. him to the grave? — Ah, gracious Hea- 
ven, ſtrike off his head his beauteous head 
Seal up thoſe ſparkling eyes for ever. Oh, nd 
I thought not, ſaid ſhe with an altered voiee. 
So you hid him Here after all, only to torment 
me. But Eſſex will not ſee me ſuffer will you, 
my Lord? 80 ſo - ſo the flow pegel of 
her eyes round the room, 'ſhewed, ſhe in imagi- 
nation followed his ſteps. —** Ves yes, — added 
ſhe, with revived ſpirits, I thought tha volts | 
nk hh wou 
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would prevail, for who could ever; reſiſt it? 
and only I need die then; well, I do not mind 
that—I will ſteal into his priſon and ſuffer in his 
place, but be ſuręe you don't tell him fo, for he 
loves me-—ah, dearly does be love me, but 1 
alone need ſigh at that, you know.” And ſigh 
ſhe did indeed. —Qh !. what a world of woe was 
drawn up in a ſingle breath! The long ſilence 
which followed, induced the Queen once more 
to raiſe her head - the ſame ſad object met her 
eyes, with this difference, that the ſweet crea- 
ture now ſtood up again, and putting one white 
hand to her forehead, ſhe half raiſed the other, 
as earneſtly demanding {till to be heard, though 

her vague. eyes ſhewed her purpoſe. had eſcaped 
her. Oh, now I remember it, reſumed ſhe, 
I do not mind how you have me murdered, but 
let me be buried in Fotheringay ; and be ſure I 
have women to attend me; be 7 of that you 


know the reaſon.“ This incoherent reference 


to the unprecedented fate of her royal mother, 
affected Elizabeth deeply. But could not 
vou let me once more ſee him before I die? re- 
ſumed the dear wanderer. — Oh! what pleaſure 
would it give me to view him on the Throne !— 
Oh, I ds fee. him there] exclaimed ſhe in the 
voice of ſurprige and tranſport. Benign, ma- 
jeſtic Ah, how glorious: in his beauty! 

ho would not die for thee, my Eſſex !! 
Alas, never, never, never, ſhall I fee him!“ 
groaned forth the agonizing Elizabeth. 
«© Me married to him! reſumed our friend, re- 
plying to ſome imaginary ſpeech, —oh, no, 1 
took warning by my ſiſter I will have no more 
bloody marriages: you ſee I have no ring, wildly 
blog diſplay- 


Th, 
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diſplaying her hands, except a black one: a 
Hack one indeed, if you knew all- but I need 
not tell you; that have I, my Lord look up 
—bere is my love —he himſelf ſhall tell you.“ 
She caught the hand terror had cauſed Elizabeth 
to extend, but faintly ſhrieking, drew back her 
own, ſurveying it with, inexpreſſible horror. 
„„Oh, you have dipt mine in blood ! exclaimed 
ſhe, a mother's blood! I am all contaminated 
it runs cold to my very heart.— Ah, no, —it is 
it is the blood of Eſſex; and have you murder 
ed him at laſt, in ſpite of your dotage, and 
your promiſes? murdered the moſt noble of 
mankind ! and all becauſe he could not love you. 

Fye on your wrinkles -an one love age and 
uglineſsf— Oh, how thoſe artificial locks, and 
all your paintings ſickened him? How have we 
laughed at ſuch prepoſterous folly !—But I have 
done with laughing now—we will talk of graves, 
and ſhrouds, and church-yards, Methinks I 
fain would know where my poor ſiſter lies buried 
—you will ſay in my heart perhaps it has in- 
deed entombed all I love; yet there muſt be ſome 
little unknown corner in this world, one might 
call her grave, if one could but tell where to 
find it: there ſhe reſts at laſt with her Leiceſter 
—he was your favorite too—a bloody, bloody, 
diſtinction.” — — The Queen, who had with 
difficulty preſerved: her ſenſes till this cutting 
period, now funk back in a deep fwoon, . 

The diſtreſs of my ſituation cannot be ex- 
preſſed. Fearful left any attempt to ſummon a 
ſingle being ſhould irritate the injured Ellinor to 
execute any dire revenge; for which I knew not 
how ſhe was prepared, had not Elizabeth at this 
N | | juncture 
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85 
juncture loſt her ſenſes, .I really think mine 
would have failed me. I recollected that the 
Queen by every teſtimony was convinced the 
5 unhappy object thus fearfully brought before her, 
1 died in the country long ſince; nor was it wiſe 
or ſafe, for thoſe who had impoſed on her, now 
to acknowledge the deception. So- ſo - ſo, 
cried Ellinor, with a ſtart, would one have 
thought it poſſible to break that hard heart, 
after all? and yet I have done it.— She is gone 
to - no, not gone to Kiſex,” . Let us re- 
tire, my ſweet Ellen,“ ſaid I, eager to get her 
out ef the room, leſt the Queen ſhould ſuffer 
for want of aſſiſtance. “ Huſh, :icried: ſhe, 
with increaſing wildneſs, they will ſay we have 
beheaded: her alſo.— But who are you! fixing 


| _ - her hollow eyes: wiſtfully on me, I have feen 
if you ſomewhere ere now, but I forget all faces in 
[ 8 gazing on his pale one. — I know not where I 
1 am, nor where you would have me go, added 


ſhe, ſoftly ſighing, but you look like an angel of 

ligbt, and may be, you will carry me with you 

to Heaven.“ I ſeized the bleſſed minute of com- 
| pliance, and drawing her mourning hood over 
} her face, led her to the little court, where my 
[ fervants waited my diſmiſſion; when commit- 
ting her to their charge, I returned to wake the 
ladies in the antichamber, through whole inad- 
vertent ſlumbers alone, Ellinor had been ena- 
bled to paſs to the cloſet of the Queen; a cir-, 
cumſtance, which, combined with a variety of 
others, to give this ſtrange viſitation the appear- 
ance of being ſupernatural. i 
Every common means were tried in vain to 
recover the Queen, and the applications of the 
1 <4 02” rr 134 | . faculty 
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faculty alone could recall her ſenſes; but the 
terror ſhe had endured has ſhook them for ever. 
Shuddering with apprehenſions for which only I 
can account, ſhe often holds incomprehenſible 
conferences; - complains: of an ideal viſitor; 
commands every door to be ſhut; yet ſtill fan- 
cies ſhe ſees her, and orders her to be kept out in 
vain, The ſuppoſed diſregard of thoſe in wait - 
ing, incenſes a temper ſo many cauſes concur to 
render peeviſhz; and her unmerited anger pro- 
duces the very diſregard ſhe complains of. Rage 
and fear unite thus to harraſs her feeble age, and 
accelerate. the decay of nature. When theſe 
acute ſenſations ſubſide, grief and deſpair take 
poſſeſſion of her whole ſoul nor does ſhe ſuf- 


ple! Ab, that to them were added the many 
of YO UE | who 
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Who ſcorning' ſocial love, confine to ſelf the 
bleſſed affections which alone can fweeten the 
tears we all are born to ſhed — Gathering round 
the weary couch where the emaciated Queen 
withers in royal ſolitude, they might at once 
learn urbanity, and correct in time, errors, 
which when indulged, but too ſeverely puniſh 


. themſelves. 
„„ r 1 eats 
eee mii: 


Abſorbed and blended in the buſy and woeful 
ſcenes this heart- breaking hiſtory preſented to 
my mind—an' anxious partaker in each ſucceed- 
ing calamity—I ſeemed to live over again the 
melancholy years we had been ſeparated, in the 
perſon of my ſiſter. My own misfortunes—my 
darling daughter, the whole world vaniſhed 
from before my eyes—deep-fixed on objects no 
longer exiſting, or exiſting but to double my af- 
fliction: I remained almoſt the ſtatue of deſpair ; 
every ſenſe ſeeming rivetted on the manuſcript I 
held; and buried in ſo profound a reverie, that 
Lady Arundell judged it prudence to interrupt 
it. The conſolatory reflections her friendſhip 
dictated, died on my ear, but reached not a 
heart which deeply purſued the ſad chain of ideas 
thus preſented to it.—Starting as from a fright- 
ful fleep,-I, at laſt, ſunk on my knees, and 
raiſing my eyes, with the manuſcript, at once 
toward Heaven.—** Oh, mighty author of uni- 
verſal being! ſighed I, thou who haſt lent me 
fortitude to ſtruggle with almoſt unequalled 
trials, ſupport my' exhauſted ſoul againſt this 
laſt this greateſt, —-Let not the killing _ 
S | | that 
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that it is a human inſſiction, trouble the pure 


ſprings of piety, Whence alone the weary ſpirit 
can draw conſolation.— Rather ſtrengthen me 


with the holy belief that it is thy vifitation for 


ſome wiſe end ordained; ſo ſhall my enemies 


ſleep ini their graves uncurſed, and my heart re- 


main in this agitated boſom unbroken. Alas, 
who knows but by thy divine appointment, I 
may be. at laſt permitted to recal the ſcattered 
ſenſes of this dear unfortunate? to ſoothe that 
deeply-wounded, that embittered ſpirit! Ah, 
Ellen !—Ah, my fiſter ! groaned I, deluged at 
laſt with ſalutary tears, —changed—loſt—an- 
nihilated as thou art, my unaltered affection 
muſt ever deſire thee.—T need not enquire whe- 
ther ſhe is here—your ſympathizing, generous 
tears, dear Lady Arundell, inform me that 


the ſame roof ſhelters the twin heirs of misfor- 


tune.” | 

Although Lady Arundell acknowledged that 
my ſiſter was under her protection, fain would 
ſhe have perſuaded me to delay a meeting ſo 
touching, till more able to ſupport it ; but deaf 
to the voice of reaſon, nature, powerful nature, 


aſſerted her rights, and my ſoul obeyed her im- 


paſſioned impulſe. The deep, the eternal im- 
preſſion of this qo" meeting, recurs even 
now with all its 


coffin of my huſband—1 had wept a thouſand 


times over the helpleſs infant who trembled at 


my boſom—but all theſe terrible ſenſations were 
combined when my ſad eyes reſted on thoſe ſtill 
ſo dear to me.— When I ſaw all their playful 


luſtre quenched, and ſet in inſenſibility—when 


I felt 


———— - 
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rſt force. I had ſhuddered at 
the murder of my mother had groaned on the 
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I felt that heart, once thei ſeat of every femis 
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nine grace and virtue, throb wild and uncon+ 
ſeious againſt one which I thought every mo- 
ment would eſcape from its narrow bounſlary.— 
But let me quitla ſrene too trying fon recollec- 
ton too touching for deſeription!? Oh, El- 
nor! —mydifter,! mood baiszihe ai ni liste 
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"Thani which inures” us to every kind! Us 
ſuffering, at length ſtrengthened my mind 
againſt the heavy ſadneſs impreſſed on it by the 
fate of this dear unconſcious ſufferer. Slowly 
I ventured to ponder on the paſt ; to meditate 
the future. It was with true gratitude and 
concern T learnt Heaven had called to itſelf the 
amiable and accompliſhed ſiſter of Lady Arun- 
dell, who caught a cold during her 1 77 8 — 
on the ſick Queen, which ended in a conſump- 
tion, and carried her off a few months after 

Vor. II. „ 1 WG 


> 
tage — tes ret r ee can es 


N 


I — — a a 3 
| g p 2 | DEE pet EY . e . 
: * 2 C E, 8 = * = " 1 — 8 0 i» 
1 M74; PIES, rr [ x ad RES LY I AS : 3 7 = 1 A357 
* 22 dens —_— By — N N _— _ x, 8 Fa 2 hy a oy fg. 
— . ²Ü—⁰—....̃ Ee OE T Ep 8 Jr Oe 3 e 
_- al, 4 2 — : 1 2 1 70 a : - 2 i * 5 
=_ | — nr e oo. RS 


— ů— ed > 
= Th n 


1 ; 
ka 7 
* 
jd 
1 
Y 
14 
* 
LC 
* 
LO 
. 
28 
1 * 
= 

1 
435 f 1 
* 

[SY 
5s 
. 1 
1 
Y 

1 4 
X 
7 
£& 
230 
F 
« 
* 
53 
1 
1 
1 


4 2 * 

Y 7 wg > . * 2 — 
r Ae 

a of TE TE 2 4 


k #h * 7 1 . 9 n 
. 


D . 
IP 8 : 
n a Tx 
-. Ro —_— = RES — 


f 
F. 
15 
q 
75 


. 3 


, , 
f ö * yam 
ä * as 
„ — ——— 8 - * A * . 
SOCK. oi PIES WEIR 0 STEW ALA - 


3 — 
5 e 
r . 
- 


* —— 
c 


-eſt ſympathy and friendſhip, Lady Pemt 


ed) always inclined him to diſlike a 


NIE Pra — * 
- . 
HC rw, 7 . Ne 
—- 


— — är 


— ũ—— : EET 


Par RECESS, ee. | 
Elizabeth. Actuated to the laſt by the ſublim- 


had added, to the moiety of the ſurveyor's trea- 
ſure (which ſhe had cauſed to be dug for in the 
ſpot ſpecihed) a ſufficient ſum to ſecure the dear 
unfortunate every comfort her forlorn ſtate ad- 
mitted ; placing with her Alithea, the favou- 
rite maid ſhe had ſo tenderly commemorated, and 
committed both to the charge of Lady Arundell; 
who with equal generoſity received ſo anxious 
a truſt, A virtue thus conſummate ſanctifies 
itſelf, and can receive neither glory or grace 
from the gratitude of humanity ; yet ſurely the 
incenſe of the heart ariſes even to Heaven! ac- 
cept it then, oh, gentleſt of the Sydneys, al- 
though inſphered there os | 
The ftrange and unaccountable difference in 
my ſiſter's opinion and my own, reſpecting Lord 
Leiceſter, ſupplied me a ſource of endleſs me- 
ditation: yet as this difference became obvious 
only from the time we arrived in London, I 
could not help imputing her blindneſs to the 
ſame cauſe ſhe aſſigned for mine.— Certainly ſhe 
Imbibed the unreaſonable. prejudices; of Lord 
Eſſex; whoſe ambition (however fatal] 7 expiat- 
. 
born to ſuperſede him. I ſaw but too plainly 
from the irritation and vehemence. to which her 
temper from that period became ſubject, how 
much a;woman inſenſibly adopts of the diſpoſiti- 
on of him to Whom ſhe gives her heart. I had 
not however looked on her choice with the con- 
temptuous aſperity with which ſhe regarded 
mine. Lord Eſſex, I will frankly own, ere yet 
he roſe into favor, was gifted like herſelf with 
every captivating advantage of * 
| ire 
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fire and ingenuouſneſs which afterwards 'mark= 
ed his character, then lived only in his eyes; 
and” the cultivated underſtanding he poſlefled, 
pointed every glance with elegance and expreſſi- 
on. One muſt have loved Lord Leiceſter to ſee 
Eſſex with indifference—one muſt have loved 
him to the exceſs I did perhaps, not to remark 
the attachment my ſiſter avowed. —TInnumerable 
 Anftances of it now flaſhed on my memory, 1 
was aſtoniſhed could at the moment eſcape me. 
If ſhe was indeed more clear fighted than my- 
ſelf But why do J enter on ſo vain a diſcuſſion ? 
Alas, dear Ellinor ! beloved Leiceſter ! I 
have no right but to lament ye. - „ 
[ had likewiſe gathered another painful doubt 
from the ſtory of my ſiſter. England had gain- 
ed a King in the ſon of Mary Stuart, but her 
unfortunate daughters muſt not hope to acquire 
a brother. From the: moment I had been in- 
formed mine had acceded to the throne, the ten- 
der mother's heart had fluttered with the idea of 
preſenting to him that lovely girl ſo nearly allied 
to his blood. Although regardleſs of diftinc- 
tion in my own perſon, I could not turn my 
eyes on the fair daughter of Lord Leiceſter with- - 
out coveting for her every human advantage,— 
Unwilling to be ſwayed by prejudice, I ſepa- 
rately conſulted with the fewffriends fortune had 
left me; who all concurred in giving me an im- 
preſſion of the King, degrading, if not con- 
temptible. They repreſented him as national, 
vain, pedantick, credulous, and partial: want- 
ing generoſity to beſtow a royal funeral on the 
body of the martyred ſaint, his unhappy mo- 
ther; yet daily impoveriſhed to meanneſs by 
favorites and paraſites. Enſlaved by the impe- 
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rious ſpirit of a Queen he neither loved nor va- 
lued, and only endeared to the people he govern- 
ed through the fickleneſs of their natures, 
which are always gratified by change. As thoſe 
who ſpoke thus, could have no poſſible intereſt 
in villifying or. depreciating him, I could not 
but give ſome credit to their account ; and made 
it my firſt concern to fee the King; anxious to 
Tead in his countenance a confutation of every 
charge. How unaccountably was I diſappoint- 
ed when my ſenſes took part with his enemies 
Il beheld with aſtoniſhment in the perſon of 
James, youth without freſhneſs, royalty with- 
out grandeur, height without majeſty—an air 
of flyneſs and a ſecret ſervility, characterized 
features, which, though devoid of the graces 
of either diſtinguiſhed parent, wanted not re- 
gularity; and a ſtooping ſlouch gait gave an 
_ Invincible awkwardneſs to a figure nature had 
endued with ſymfnetry. Offended and repelled, 
my heart ſunk again into its. own little manſion, 
nor claimed the leaſt alliance with his.—lI de- 
termined to watch at leiſure his real character 
and conduct, nor ventured to confide to his care 
the ſingle treaſure Heaven had permitted me to 
retain, of all it once beſtowed. Reſolved to 
educate my daughter ſuitably to the fortune ſhe 
was born to, I thought it wiſe to bury in my 
own boſom, at leaſt for a time, the ſecret of 
her right to it; and the eccentric turn of mind 
every ſucceeding day rendered more obvious in 
the Kiog, made me continually applaud the mo- 
deration and foreſight which guarded me on this 
intereſting occaſion. | 


I, however, judged it neceſſary to aſſume a 
title no human being envied, or offered to diſ- 
th : pute 
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pute with me; and to ſupport it properly with- 


out encroaching on my daughter's valuable ac- 


quiſition, I found I muſt refolve to re: viſit 
Kenilworth Caſtle, now the property of ano- 
ther family.—In the building were contained 
cabinets fo ſecure and unknown, that Lord 
Leiceſter always depoſited there, ere he jour- 


neyed to London, ſuch papers, jewels, and 
other valuables, as he thought it unſafe to take 


with him. On the memorable night when laſt 
we quitted that pleaſant dwelling, I had aſſiſted 


him to place in the moſt curious of theſe reſer- 


voirs ſeveral caſkets, for which he ſeemed more 
than commonly anxious; and J added to their 
number, that containing Mrs. Marlow's pa- 


pers, and the teſtimonials of my birth. As if 


actuated by ſome ſad pre-ſentiment that he 
ſhould never more re-viſit this ſpot, my Lord 
took great pains to familiarize me to the ma- 
nagement of the ſprings, and gave into my 
hands duplicates of the keys. Ns ſingular 
chance amidft all the tranſitions of my fate, 
theſe keys remained, and ſeemed continually to 
remind me, how important to my daughter's 
welfare it might one day be to recover the caſk- 
ets.—A motive ſtrong. as this alone could con- 
quer the reluctance I felt again to behold a ſpot 
ſacred to the memory of a huſband ſo beloved, 
You will call this, perhaps, a childiſh weak- 
neſs, after all I had borne; but alas, the mind 


feebler and feebler from every conflict, ſome- 


times ſinks under a trifle, after repelling the 


more powerful attacks of ill- fortune with mag-_ 


nanimity. 1 | 
Lady Arundell, with her uſual kindneſs, pro- 
poſed accompanying me; and we ſorrowfully 
„ * MEUNTA 
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meaſured once more thoſe miles which ſo ſtreng- 
ly revived in my mind the moſt intereſting re- 
membrances. At Coventry we reſted to en- 

uire into the character of the preſent owner of 
ee Caſtle. We were told that this 
magnificent manſion I had left fit for the re- 
ception of a Sovereign, had long been in the 
hands of a miſer, whoſe avarice had induced 
him to ftrip it of its princely ornaments : not 
leſs from the deſire of converting thoſe into 
money, than to deprive it of every charm that 
might tempt-the enquiring traveller to knock at 
the inhoſpitable gate. Yet even when this ruin 
was effected, the ſtructure itſelf was ſo complete 
a piece of architecture, as to attract a number 
of unwelcome viſitors; to exclude whom, he 
had now let it to ſome manufacturers, and re- 
- ſided himſelf in a remote apartment. The 
chagrin this extraordinary revolution could not 
but occaſion in my mind, was increaſed when 
I recolleted how hard it would be, perhaps, to 
gain admiſſion; and even when that was obtain- 
ed, we knew not whether the only room I wiſh- 
ed to lodge in was now habitable. Lady Arun- 
dell, with her uſua] foreſight, adviſed me to 
ſeem to have no other motive for this viſit, than 
a defire to re-purchaſe the Caſtle; and when 


- ſhewn through it, to appear to be ſtruck with 


ſo ſevere an indiſpoſition, as ſoon as I-reached 
the chamber which contained the cabinets, as 
ſhould render it impoſſible to remove me; leav- 
ing it to her to reconcile the owner to fo trou- 
bleſome an intruder, by the moſt laviſh genero- 
| fity. A ſineſſe of this kind alone A aſcer- 
tain me any ſucceſs, and the ſicklineſs of my 
„ aſpect, 
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aſpect, I was ſure, would ſufficiently corrobo- 
rate ſuch an affertion;  _ e ee 
Me ſet out immediately, that by arriving in 
the evening we might have a pretence ſor paſſing 
the night there. My ſoul turned from the well 
known ſcene, and ſickened alike at fight of 
the-reviving'verdure, and the ſplendid manſion, 
to me alas, only a gay mauſoleum. Humbly I 
ſollicited entrance at a gate which once flew. 
open whenever I appeared; but, ah, though the 
exterior was the ſame, how ſtrange ſeemed the 
alteration» within No more did the liveried 
ttain of aſſiduous domeſtics, aſſemble to the 
diſtant winding of the huntſman's horn. No 
longer did I reſt in gilded galleries, whoſe pic- 
tured ſides delighted one ſenſe, While their cool- - 
neſs: refreſhed; another. No longer could I, 
even in idea, behold the beloved, the noble oπẽ n- 
er, whoſe gracious mien endeared the welcome 
it conveyed A change which jarred every feel- 
ing had taken place. A numerous body of di- 
ligent mechanics were plodding in thoſe balls 
where Elizabeth had feaſted, and their battered 
ſides hardly now informed us where the rich 
tapeſtry uſod to hang. My ears were ſuddenly 
ſtunned with the noiſe of a hundred looms; 
and the diſtant lake once covered with gay pa- 
eants, and reſounding only to the voice of plea- 
ure, preſented us another ſcene of induſtry not 
Jeſs buſy, ſtrange, and ſurprizing. By inei- 
dents of this kind, one becomes painfully and 
inſtantaneouſſy ſenſible of advancing into life. 
When firſt we find ourſelves ſailing with the 
imperceptible current of time, engroſſed either 
by the danger of our ſituation, or enchanted 
with its proſpects, we glide. ſwiftly on, ſcarce. 
= b 5 ſenſible 
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ſenſible of our progreſs, till the ſtream reviſits 
ſome favorite ſpot : alas, ſo viſible is the deſo- 
lation of the ſhorteſt interval, that we grow old 
in a moment, and ſubmit once more to the tide, - 
willing rather to ſhare the ruin than review 
Among the few ſervants retained by the mea- 
gre maſter of this deſolated manſion, one appear- 
ed who immediately recalled himſelf to my mind 
by the name of Gabriel. I recollected his hav- 
ing been warden of the outer lodges. The title 
by which I was announced—the weed I ſtill 
continued to wear, overcame one already bowed 
to the earth by age, infirmity, and penury: and 
when to theſe circumſtances was ſuperadded the 
remembrance of the plentiful and peaceful days 


he had known under a Lord ever munificent to 


his domeſtics, gratitude became agony, and the 
poor old man ſunk in a fit at my feet. An inci- 


dent like this might well have affected an indif- 


ferent ſpectator.— I was ſcarce more ſenſible 
than himſelf: and the alarm ſoon ſpread through 
the laborious mechanics, till it was conveyed to 
Sir Humphry Moreton.— Timorouſly he emerg- 
ed from his apartment, and as the humble croud 
made way for him, he meaſured me afar off with 
his eye, and ſeemed loſt in conjecture on the 
ſubject of my viſit. My purſe was yet in my 
hand, and part of its contents in thoſe of ſome 
perſons who had lent a ready aſſiſtance. Whe- 
ther this, or the wan delicacy of my looks in- 
tereſted him, I know not; but every care-fur- 
rowed feature gradually relaxed as he approached 
me, ſtriving in vain to ſoften into the ſmile of 
benevolence. I roſe to return his courteous ſa- 
lutation, and informed him, that when laſt £ 4 
os pa 
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paſt the walls of this Caſtle, I was its miſtreſs,” ' 
the dear and happy wife of Lord Leiceſter; but 
perceiving uncertain apprehenſions of ſome re- 
mote claim began again to contract his brow, 1 
added, that ſenſible I had loſt every right in a 
ſpot yet dear to me, I came to enquire whether 
he was diſpoſed to part with-it, and to reſcue 
from poverty ſuch worthy ſervants of its late no- 
ble owner as had alike outlived their labour, and 
him who ſhould have recompenſed it. What 
heart is inſenſible to that virtue in which we 
alone can reſemble our Maker ?——Benevo- 
lence, like religion, awes even thoſe it cannot 
win. The miſer loudly applauded my libera- 
lity; and by a greater & a on his part, allow- 
ing for the difference of our characters, invited 
me to ſpend the night in the Caſtle. "The cham- 
ber I had been accuſtomed to inhabit, he called 
his beſt, and thither was I conducted. I was 
not unprovided with the means of enſuring my © 
own welcome, and my ſervants having ſpread ' 
the cold viands we brought, Sir Humphry's : 
ſpirits grew light over luxuries he was not to 
pay for. A temptation ſo agreeable prolonged ' 
his ſtay, and I at length diſcovered the only * 
way to ſhorten his vifit, would be to compli- 
ment him with all that remained: ſeeing my 
ſervants in compliance with the hint, were 
about to convey it out of the room, fear left any 
| ſhould be loſt by the way, prevailed over the 
hilarity of the moment, and he departed: with 
tem En ee Oe nh TS 
With an impatient beating heart I raiſed the 
tapeſtry, which providentially had been pre- 
ſerved in this room, leſs from its beauty than an- 
tiquity; as it was ſo worn that it had long been 
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pannelled in many places. — Behind the bed we 
diſcoyered the ſecret ſpring of the cabinet, which 
J opened without any difficulty; and with the 
aſſiſtance of Lady Arundell took down the well 
remembered 24 pauſing at intervals, to 

weep over all the tender ideas the ſight of them 
recalled ſo forcibly to my memory; then raiſing. 
my eye toward Heaven, while devoutly thanking 
the God who thus proſpered my remainin 

wiſhes, I almoſt fancied I beheld the beatified 
ſpirit of him who concealed theſe treaſures. 
Lady Arundell would not reſt without in- 
ſpecting their contents. The largeſt was filled 
with family papers, bonds, contracts, mortga- 
ges, many of which were to me _unintelligi- 
ble, and all uſeleſs. The next contained let- 
ters and little ornaments, leſs precious from 
their intrinſic value, than their analogy to par- 
ticular. events. — Under theſe was a gilt caſket 


filled with jewels of great value, and what was 


of infinitely more, the authenticated bonds and 
acknowledgments of all the ſums Lord Leiceſter 
had informed me he had providentially depoſited 
in other countries; and of which I knew not any 
memorandum remained. This was ſo noble an 
addition to the bequeſt which already enriched 
my ſweet Mary, that it ſeemed to me, her fa- 
ther even from the grave delighted to endow 
her : while the Almighty, gracious even when 
we think him moſt ſevere, had thus ſecreted for 
her advantage, treaſures it would have been im- 
poſſible for me to have preſerved through ſo many 

deſperate. vicifitudes. _- 3 8 
The next caſket was a gift from the fond mo- 
ther to the darling of her heart: it contained 
all the teſtimonials of the Queen of Scots, and 
other parties concerned, on the ſubject of my 
| birth, 
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birth, with the contract of marriage between 
Lord Leiceſter and myſelf. I felt rich in theſe 
recovered rights; and though prudence might 
never permit me to claim alliance with King 
James, yet to bequeath to my daughter the 
power of doing ſo, at whatever period it ſhould 
appear Wann was a great conſolation to 
me 
Lady Arundel and I paſt part of the night in 
packing theſe valuables in empty trunks brought 
for that purpoſe; then clofing the ſecret cabinet, 
and leaving no traces of our ſearch for it, we re- 
tired to pelt. We departed early the next morn- 
ing, carrying with us that ancient domeſtic of 
Lord Leiceſter, on whom memory had fo pow=- 
_ erfully operated, and two others, who long 
fince expelled from the Caſtle, fought a miſera- 
dle ſubſiſtence in the hamlets around it. le 
joyed my ver 4. heart to ſupply to theſe poor 
* a loſs irremediable with reſpect to my- 
ſelf, and the profound attachment of their ated 
remaining days amply rewarded me. | 
Through the intervention of the friends 1 
poſſeſſed, ſome eminent merchants in Londo 
undertook to get the bonds, notes, &. duly 
acknowledged: and in proceſs of time, ſuc 
conſiderable ſums were of conſequence recovers 
ed, as'aſcertained to myſelf and child our accuſ- 
tomed affluence. - Years and misfortune' had 
only cemented the ancient friendſhip between 
me and Lady Arundell.—I added my income 
and family to hers. —Her houſe was fortunately 
fo near London, as to allow me the advantage of 
procuring the firſtvinſtrutors for my daughter, 
and the infirm ſtate of Lady Arundell's health, 
wn her as much a e from neceſſity, 
8 28 
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as I was from choice, both inſenſibly found in 
the improvement of my daughter, 'a mild and 
growing ſatisfaftion, , which more than made 
amends for the world we ſhut out. | 
Ah! could I defire a greater pleaſure 8 Pars 
don, madam, the fond extravagance of maternal 
love, and allow me to preſent to you the darling 
of my heart in her ſixteenth year, Already 
ſomething taller than myſelf, to a form that 
united the ſtricteſt ſymmetry with the wild and 
variable graces of glowing youth, my Mary 
added the perfect features of her father ; exqui- 
ſitely feminized by a complexion tranſparently 
fair, and a bloom alike delicate and vivid; her 
hair, of the golden brown I have deſeribed as 
eculiar to his, fell below her waiſt in a profu- 
— of artleſs ringlets, heightening her beauty 
eyen to luxuriance self ſhe had borrowed any 
thing from me, it was the collected modeſty of 
ber mien; and from my ſiſter ſhe! had — 
that penetrating, faſcinating ſmile, thoſe two 
alone of all I ever ſaw were gifted with: —alas, 
it was now wholly her own. —Although light- 
neſs and elaſticity characteriaed her figure, every 
limb was rounded even to poliſhing, and never 
did J contemplate the ſoft turn of her white 
arms when raiſed to touch the lute, without 
thinking thoſe more perfect than even her face. 
+ Her, voice was no Jeſs ſweet in ſpeaking than 
ſinging ; with this difference—in the firſt ſhe 
fofcencd the ſoul to pleaſure, in the' laſt, elavat- 
ed ĩt to rapture.—Her underſtanding was ſtrong 
and penetrating, yet elevated and refined. —Her 
ſenſibility (the firſt formed of all her feelings) 
was rather deep than ardent. Maternal experi- 
ence bad moderated the enthuſiaſm incident to 
8 youth, 
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outh, nor was it obvious in any inſtance but the 
lac of knowledge. Inceſſant, unremitting, in her 
ſtudies, books were her only extravagance, and 
muſick her only relaxation. To compenſate for 
the worldly pleaſures 1 judged it prudence to de- 
prive her of, I was laviſh in. indulgences to 
which her taſte naturally led: I kept muſicians 
on purpoſe to accompany. her, and found in the 
years filled up by herſelf and her employments, 
that ſweet though ſaddened pleaſure parents only 
know, and which, perhaps, more than makes us 
amends for all the more lively ones it recalls to 
our memory. In effect, the more lovely ſhe 
grew, the more neceſſary I found it to hide her; 

and offering her daily up to God, I left her 
- wholly to his diſpoſal z determined neither my 
pride, vanity, or ambition, ſhould interfere wins 
the happineſs I ſupplicated for ger. 

On peruſing this deſcription, I perceive at 
once. the impoſſibility of your crediting it; yet 
far from accuſing myſelf of partiality, I could 
call on all who ever beheld my daughter to atteſt 
my candor.—tow readily would Lady Arundell 
have done ſo—entendered to her by a love ↄnly 
inferior to my own, that faithful friend found in 
declining life a new tie wound round her e, 
for which ſhe daily thanked me. 

As nothing —— us of the Confdende of . 
like the appearance of myſtery, when time call- 
ed reflection to being in her tender mind, I 
ſlowly, and by degrees, confided to my daughter 
the painful events you have thus obliged me to 
commemorate. This indulgence ſecured to me 
her whole heart, and J trembled only leſt her 
deep ſenſe of paſt misfortunes ſhould affect her 
Ne for — was the leading feature 
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in her character. Far from ſeeking to ex pound 
the future in her on favor, the flattering proſ- 
pects her diſtinguiſhed birth, and yet more diſ- 
tinguiſhed endowments, might well ſpread be- 
fore her, paſſed __ like a ſhadow, and ſhe ſaw 
only her mother. A thouſand times has ſhe be- 
dewed my hand with a reverence the moſt en- 
dearing; and the tears with which ſhe' often 
embalmed the memory of her father, almoſt re- 

compenſed me for his loſs. From that period 
her expreſſive eyes were fixed ever on mine with 
fach blended: ſadneſs and admiration, as proved 
ſhe thought me almoſt. ſainted by misfortune. 
More. ſtudious henceforward of my pleaſure, 
more ſubmiſſive to my will, more ſolicitous for 
my repoſe, it feemed as if in learning ſhe was my 
only remaining tye on earth, ſhe conceived the 
various affections and duties of all I had loft de- 
vol ved to, and centered in, herſelf. But ſym- 
pathy was the genuine impulſe of her nature; 
for with equal care ſhe watched over her unhap- 
yy aunt.— Whenever that dear creature's incu- 
#able malady aſſumed the appearance of melan- 
choly, the was extravagantly fond of muſick,— 
At thoſe intervals my lovely Mary would lean 
over her lute with the meek benignity of a de- 
ſcending angel, and extract from it ſuch folemn 
founds-as breathed" at once of peace and forrow : 
 mſenfibly ſoothing. the perturbed ſpirit,” and 
melting only thoſe yet undiſturbed. © That ſub= 
ile eſſence of our natures, ſenſibility, which 
madneſs can only unfix, not annihilate, often 
pauſed unconſciouſſy #pon the pleaſure, and 
\ foftly ſunk into repol f ; b 1 5 1255 . < 10 155 m 0 
::AZehild thus eminently amiable at once con- 
centered my afteQionh—conmmanded' my eſteem 
4 - — poſ- 
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—poſſeſſed my whole confidence - actuated, in 
ſhort, my very being. —Ah, how noble, how: 
affecting is the friendſhip grounded on the ma- 
ternal and filial tye; when unconſcious of any 
weakneſs in her own heart, the mother dares 
preſent it as a pure and unflattering mirror to 
her child, and with that ſelf-applauſe which 
even Heaven approves, contemplates the upright, 
the innocent ſoul it reflects Sacred and inde- 
lible becomes that precept which is expreſſed 
but by example. — Happy are thoſe enabled to 
form ſuch an attachment as ; inexperience! 
ſtrengthens on one hand, and knowledge on 
the other : Neither the guſts of youthful paſ- 
ſion, nor the nipping froſts of age, can deſtroy 
a plant rooted thus by mutual virtue; —it only 
gains vigor from time, and by the peculiar in- 
dulgence of the Almighty, our ſublimeſt merit 
ripens into our moſt perfect pleaſure, | 
Satisfied I had already acquired ſuch. an in- 
fluence in my daughter's mind as ſhould enable 
me to regulate her principles, I left it to time 
and circumſtances. to call them into action. 
The great buſineſs of my life now ſeemed over; 
and delivering my heart up to the flattering pre- 
ſages. of maternal love, a thouſand - viſions. of 
almoſt forgotten grandeur and happineſs floated 
before my eyes, and ſometimes half-deluded 
them. % 0 a 38 $5534 44743 DEM |; 14 «243 15.238 
The fluctuating complaints of Lady Arundell 
at length ſettled into a; conſumption ; —It Was 
an hereditary diſorder of the Sydneys; nor per 
haps could all the ſolicitude of myſelf and my 
fwedt Mary have availed toward her reſtoration; 
even if a cruel ſhock in which we were all equal 
fufferers, had not precipitated her fate. 


£ 


Among 
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Among the unconſcious caprices which by 
turns actuated my unfortunate ſiſter, was a pal- 
ſron for ſitting in the open air. —Neither times, 
or ſeaſons, had any influence over her; and ſhe 
would inſiſt on it alike in the ſnow of Decem- 
ber, and the ſcorching ſun of July.— To this 
ſelf-will J had no doubt greatly contributed. 
From the moment of my return to England, 1 
had vehemently oppoſed the ſevere controul to 
which ſhe had heretofore been ſubject, and ha- 
bituated her attendants to yield to her in every 
inſtance which did not abſolutely endanger her 
ſafety: fully determined not to render an exiſt- 
ence wholly wretched no human being could 
now make happy. But as uninformed minds 
never know a medium, the people appointed to 
watch her, gradually ſuffered her to become ſen- 
fible of her power, which ſoon grew into an 
unbounded indulgence. It was now the depth 
of winter, and ſhe had ſat in the keen air for 
hours, watching the ſnow, which fell in abun- 
dance. The molt violent ſhiverings enſued, fol- 
lowed by a fever which ſettled at laſt on the 
nerves, and brought her to the very verge of the 
grave, —Nevertheleſs, it appeared to have ſalu- 
tary effects her ſpirits were ſunk indeed to 
extreme lowneſs, but they became more equal; 


and traces of reaſon were often diſcernable in her 


actions. If ſhe did not remember, ſhe yet ſtrove 
to know me; and ſometimes ſtudied my fea- 
- tures in a manner the moſt touching. I conſi- 
dered this as the very crifis of her fate—her only 
chance on this ſide Heaven, and ſcarce dared 
leave her for a ſingle moment. I entruſted the 
care of Lady Arundel] (whoſe fituation, though 

+ tel To © me 
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more dangerous, was not ſo melancholy) to my 
daughter; fearful] leſt her youthful ſpirits ſhould 
be injured by conſtantly beholding an object ſo 
affecting. But I had forgot that my own ſhat- 
tered: conſtitution was not equab to the fatigue 
and anxiety of watching over my ſiſter, I fell 
one evening into a ſucceflion of fainting fits; 
the ſervants conveyed me to bed; and the fear of 
alarming Lady Arundell hindered them from 

informing my daughter of my ſituation. My 
faintings at length gave place to a drowſineſs 
ſo intenſe, I might call it a ſtupor. I remained 
thus for ſome hours, when I ſtarted with an in- 
diſtinct idea of a heavy fall, and a deep groan. 
Terror rouſed, and collected in a moment, every 
dormant faculty.—I ruſhed 3 the cham- 
ber which divided mine from my ſiſter's; but I 
blamed myſelf for impetuoſity when I perceived 
all was profoundly filent in hers. The two 
nurſes were in a deep ſleep, and the expiring 
watchlights heavily winked; and revived, before: 
the cold dawn of the morning. I gently opened 
the curtains of her bed Ah, gracious Heaven, 
what did I feel when I beheld it empty — The 
agonized ſhriek I gave, rouzed both her careleſs 
attendants, who impreſſed with but one idea, 
flew towards a door I now: firſt perceived to be 
open: it led to a gallery ornamented with ſuch 
portraits of our family as had ſurvived the wreck 
of their fortunes; among them was incautiouſly. 
placed that (already fatally commemorated) of 
the Earl of Eſſex at the ſtorming of Cadiz; an 
unfortunate legacy bequeathed to Ellinor by 
Lady Pembroke. My ſoul took in at a thought 
all the fearful conſequences. —I totteręd m_ | 
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the gallery—alas, only to behold my worſt ap- 
prehenſion verified. — The fair ſpectre, which 
once was Ellinor, lay proſtrate before the picture 
—one hand had con vulſively gathered her diſor- 
dered garments over her thin cheſt; the other 
was ſtil] expreſſively extended towards the inani- 


mate image of him ſo beloved Impatiently I 


laid my hand upon her heart it anſwered not 
the trembling enquirer—its wandering: eſſence 
was exhaled, and the had ceaſed for ever to: ſuf - 

fer. Thy parting prayer, oh Eſſex l was ſurely 
prophetic, for her ſoul. in recovering memory, 
had burſt its mortal bound, and ſoared to Hea- 
ven- n , © 
+ Scarce were the dear remains quietly: interred, 
ere thoſe of the amiable Lady Arundell followed 
them. I bore theſe loſſes with devout reſigna- 
tion. The tears which fall when Heaven recalls 
the unfortunate, ſtill the wild paſſions of the ſad: 
ſurvivor, and deeply wound only the ſoul yet 


F 


new to ſuffering. . It was with a quickened ap- 


prehenſion I perceived the effect of theſes firſt: 


afflictions on the tender ſpirits of my daughter: 
not that 1 ſought totally to ſtiſte the lively im- 
preſſions of natural affection; — the tears of 
youth, like the genial ſnowers of May, ſerve only 
to ſave the planter's toil, and ſimply ripen the 
rich fruits of the mind; but when either fall 
too often, they impoveriſh the ſoil, aud walh 


away the buds yet blowing. 


My own ſoul afforded no variety of chearful 
images with which 1 could hope to invigorate 
the gentle ſpirits of my Mary; unwilling to 
form new connections, i rather thought it pru- 
dent to change my abode, and by a variety of 
ſcenes inſenſibly amuſe her; and my ſteward 

Was 
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was ſent accordingly to ſeek another manſion. 
I called back the moment when the gloomy ailes 
of a ruined convent, by poſleſling the ſimple 
advantage of novelty, diverted my mind even at 
the ſorrowful criſis which robbed me of a foſter 
mother, Alas, in yet untried youth, the proſ- 
pect that is unknown, ever adds to its own 
charms thoſe of imagination; while in maturer 
life, the heart lingers on all which once delight- 
ed it, hopeleſs of finding in the future, a plea- 
ſure-fancy can ever compare with | thoſe it re- 
views in the paſt. To my daughter, however, 
the whole world was yet new, and in fix ing on 
a ſcene habitual to my feelings, I could not fail 
to delight hers. I hired. a manſion near the 
Thames ſide, in Richmond, to Which we re- 
moved early in the ſpr ing. 
Perhaps, in this choice, I was influenced 
almoſt without knowing it, by a latent motive: 
diſtin as I had lived from the world fince my 
return to England, the fame of the Prince of 
Wales had yet reached me. This accompliſhed 
outh had at once roſe above the weakneſſes of 
is father, and the prejudices of his rank; de- 
voting his heart to the virtues, his mind to the 
ſciences, and his perſon to thoſe manly and be- 
coming exerciſes, which invigorating every hu- 
man power, prepared him alike for the enjoys 
ment of peace, or the purſuit of war. Delight - 
ed to underſtand à Stuart was riſing to redeem 
the glory of his declining: race, I paſſionately 
longed to ſee, know, and be valued by the royal 
Henry. The King, unworthy a fon fo diſtin- 
guiſhed, took no plcaſure in his company; but 
even in tender youth, reſigned him to a court of 
his own, from the adulation of which, merit 
1 b ſuperior 
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ſuperior to praiſe alone could have guarded him, 
Henry had, like myſelf, a partiality for the 
beautiful village of Richmond ; -he always paſſed 
part of the ſummer in a palace near the I hames, 
and I took pleaſure in thinking a partition of 


wood alone ſeparated his gardens from mine. 


With a judgment unequalled at his years, the 
Prince knew how to be affable without abating 
aught of his dignity; and, while in the circle 
of his own court he preſerved the authority of a 
Sovereign, to the unfortunate who addreſſed 


him, he had the benignity of a brother : ſuch 


was his character in Richmond, where the peo- 
ple almoſt adored him, and took' pleaſure in 


amplifying on the ſuperior qualities he ſo emi- 


nently poſſeſſed. The ſweet hopes his merit 
ſometimes infuſed into my boſom, came accom- 
panied with an equal number of fears, yet could 
not my heart forbear to cheriſh them. . 

The revolving ſeaſon tinged this ſweet retreat 
with every variety of verdure; the waves of the 
Thames were more tranſlucent than ever; all 
nature awakened once more to perfection, when 
the Prince of Wales took up his abode in the 
adjacent palace. — This news heightened the ſoft 
red of my daughter's cheek, and even faintly 
colored my wan one.— Not daring to expreſs 


to her the eager deſire I felt to fee the Prince, 


and not accuſtomed to venture out without her, 
day after day elapſed in anxious expectation. 
My gentle Mary, with a delicacy from which 
I drew the moſt happy preſages, now always 
choſe to go abroad either ſo early or ſo late that 
it was almoſt impoſſible we ſhould ever meet the 
Prince, and the veil ſhe uſually wore was cloſed ' 
with ſo much care as to enſure her the —_— 
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neſs of being overlooked, even if fortune threw 
him in our way. - „ f 
_ Nevertheleſs, I took notice the arrival of the 
royal Henry. ſtrangely filled up the void in our 
lives.—W hat he would do, or what he would 
not do, conſtantly regulated our motions, and 
employed my daughter's thoughts even more 
than my own. His taſte afforded us a variety 
of indulgencies of which he knew not we, were 
partakers. - Sometimes moon- light concerts, or 
magnificent fireworks; at others, parties on the 
Thames; where the Prince ſtill took pleaſure in 
beholding a variety of little veſſels, built and 
ornamented for the amuſement of his earl 
years, and which were manned by children, — 
They were often ſo near, we fancied we heard 
the voice of Henry, when both mother and 
daughter would give way to the ſame impulſe, 
and haſtily retire. The ſummer might have 
elapſed in this manner had not chance been more 
favorable to our wiſhes than we could reſolve 
to be. | | | 
We were returning home one morning in an 
ill-contrived carriage, newly invented for air- 
ings, the inconvenience of which I bore patient- 
ly from not being able to walk or ride on horſe- 
back for any length of time ſince my memorable 
fever, — The ſervant who drove, ſtopt as uſual 
at the brow of the enchanting. hill, that we 
might enjoy for a few minutes its beauties, when 
the ſound of horns approaching near, informed 
us the Prince of Wales was returning from 
hunting, which at once ſtartled the horſes and 
ourſelves. My Mary actuated only by the im- 
preſſion of the moment, made an eager ſign to 
the man to drive on; and the horſes, already 
1 mn fright- 
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frightened, yielded impetuouſly to the lighteſt 
touch of the rein, flying forward with the moſt 


dangerous rapidity. The clumſineſs of the car- 
Tiage, and the badneſs of the road, threatened 
us every moment with being overturned—for 
me there was no eſcape, but could my daughter 
be prevailed on to leap out, I was ſenſible ſhe 
would be ſafe. Far from obeying my intreaties, 


or even commands, ſhe threw her arms around 


me, and proteſted it was for me alone ſhe feared. 


The carriage ſunk into a deep rut at laſt, and 


we were thrown out at a ſmall diſtance, with a 


violence that almoſt deprived me of my ſenſes : 
my darling Mary had whiolly loſt hers. I 
perceived the train of Henry approaching, but 


199 en . 


the favourite wiſh of ſeeing him was forgotten 
in that of recovering her.—I was preſently envi- 
roned by the hunters without regarding them, 


: till their extreme ſollicitude obliged me to raiſe 


my eyes from the lifeleſs face of my daughter 


in acknowledgment. I perceived with a ſur- 


prize even that moment could not conquer, that 


on either hand ſtood a young man, adorned with 
the order of the garter, and ſo diſtinguiſhingly 
handſome, that I knew not which was the Prince 
of Wales, but turned from the one to the other 
with an air of wildneſs and ſtupor.—My looks, 
however, made little impreſſion on the ſtrangers, 
their whole attention being fixed on the inani- 


mate form of my daughter. In truth, fortune 


had contrived to ſhew her to the utmoſt advan- 
tage. I had thrown up her veil to give her air, 

and bared ner beautiful hands and arms, poliſh - 
ed and white as Parian marble ; the wild rings 


of her auburn hair played on her youthful face 


as the yellow leaves of Autumn curl over a later 


peach ; 


T:HE RECESS, Ke. 107 


peach; whilſt every feature formed with a truth 
which might bear the niceſt examination, per- 
haps only appeared more exquiſitely regular from 
the abſence, of . expreflion ; and even her figure 
and attitude. (leaning, on her mother's. knees) 
preſented. a perfect model for a ſculptor. The 
aſſiduities of the ſtrangers, together with my 
own, at length recalled her ſcattered ſenſes.— 
She opened thoſe eyes ſo dear to me, and fixing 
them on the two ſtrangers, a roſy ſuffuſion 
alone proved ſhe ſaw them, with ſuch quickneſs 
did ſhe turn toward her mother; when behold- 
ing me to appearance unhurt, ſhe lifted her ſoul 
to Heaven in a look of gratitude, and throwing 
her arms round my neck, relieved her over- 
charged heart by weeping on my boſom. * An 
angel in foul as well as form | exclaimed one of 
the ſtrangers; aflure me madam, continued he, 
that this terror is the only ill conſequence of 
my ſudden approach, or I know not how I, ſhall 
forgive it to myſelf.” This addreſs aſcertaining 
the Prince of Wales, he became the ſole object 
of my attention. — Ah, where ſhall I find words 
to endear to you, Madam, the royal, youth my 
heart at once opened to adopt? Henry was yet 
but in the dawn of manhood, nevertheleſs; bis 
height was majeſtic, and his figure finiſhed. 
The beauty of his features was their leaſt charm 
— virtue herſelf ſeemed to ſublime every: happy 
lineament, and ſpare beholders the trauble of 
i bis character by conveying it in a 
glance. His manly voice united the firmneſs 
of his own ſex, with the ſenſibility of ours. A 
confuſion of ſad remembrances were at once pre- 
ſented with him to my mind; and the admira- 
tion he excited was ſtrangely blended with re- 
gret. 
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gret.—I forgot that he had addreſſed me, and 
continued to contemplate him in ſilence; ever 
and anon turning my ſtreaming eyes wildly from 
him to Heaven, even then, my dilating heart 


| bids me add, ſcarce changing the object. The 


amiable Henry, in whoſe nature ſympathy was 
the prevailing ſentiment, touched with a con- 
duct ſo myſterious, almoſt forgot my daughter 


in turn, ſo wholly was he engrofſed by me.— 


Informed of my unfortunate lameneſs by my 
attempting to riſe, he immediately concluded it 


to be the conſequence of the recent accident, 


and ſcarce was ſatisfied by my aſſurances of the 
contrary. O! as my eyes ſurveyed the ſuperior 

ſoul, living irradiated in the bright orbs of his, 
how did they ſtream at remembering that had 
his father been born to half his virtues, I might 
now have been cheriſhed by aeaioh-— ignited | 
by rank—unwidowed—unbroken—a ſtranger yet 
to ſorrow !\—My mother too. —Moſt unhappy 


of parents as well as ſovereigns E I had a tear 


for thee at this intereſting moment. 

The reſpect due to ſtrangers induced the 
Prince to conceal the eule my conduct 
could not fail to excite, but having informed 
himſelf from the attendants of my title, he ad- 
dreſſed me by it, and inſiſted on conducting me 
home. I now underſtood the nobleman who 
had divided my firft looks with the Prince, to be 
the Viſcount Rocheſter : that contemptible fa- 
vorite of the King, celebrated only for his 
beauty. — The viſible coldneſs of my air checked 
a forward inſolence I obſerved in him, and 
obliged him to quit us on our arriving at 
-home. | nu WE 

Fe With 
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With what ſecret tranſport did my ſoul wel- 
come a Stuart worthy that name, glorious for 
| ſo many ages — The Prince ſeemed delighted 
with his new acquaintances.—The ſoft reſerve 
of my daughter's air—the deepening roſes of 
her cheek, and the low accent of her harmoni- 
ous voice, when politeneſs obliged her to anſwer 
the Prince, whoſe animated eyes reduced” hers 
often to ſeek the ground, - preſented to my-elated 
heart every ſymptom of that paſſion which alone 
endears the ſufferings it occaſions. A flow of 
happy ſpirits new to my daughter, almoſt for- 
gotten by myſelf, gave chearfulneſs to the-hour 
which Henry ſaw elapſe with regrt. 
On this chance introduction was grounded 


an acquaintance a few days ripened into intima- 


cy. Led to diftinguiſh the Prince alike by his 
own merit, and the ties of blood, which ſeeret- 


ly allied me to him, it was with the tendereſt 


ſatisfaction I beheld him cheriſh the inclination 


he had already conceived for my daughter: yet 


the dignity of his mind forbidding him to form 


an engagement. he knew not how to fulfil, it 


was through me alone he addrefled himſelf to 
her. Convinced it was in my power to prove 
her entitled even to ſuch a lover, I ſuffered fate 
to take its courſe, attending only to prudence. 


Conſcious that ny had hitherto moved in 


a very confined circle, I was aware to extend it 
muſt draw much obſervation on thoſe he favored. 
To guard therefore againſt the malice of ſur- 


miſe; I fixed on the hour of the Prince's viſit 


for my daughter to ride out; and always received 
him alone. His attendants, who ſaw her regu- 
larly depart, were at a loſs to imagine what 
could attach their royal maſter to the infirm 

Vol. II. e widow 
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widow of Lord Leiceſter. The charm was in 


truth ſimply affection.— The amiable Henry 


had early been accuſtomed to every kind of ho- 
* 1 but that of the heart, and had too much 
ſenſibility not to feel the want he knew not how 
to ſupply. Deeply ſuſceptible of the true re- 

ard I had conceived for him, impreſſed at once 

y my mind, my manners, and my mien, with 
the idea of myſtery, and the 4 — of ob- 
taining my confidence, it was only by his own 
candor he ſought to gain upon mine. Slowly 
and by degrees he deigned to repoſe with me 
thoſe regrets and anxieties from which the ut- 
moſt indulgence of nature and fortune cannot 
exempt a 8 individual. He often lamented 
the dangerous diſtinction of being the firſt · born 
of his father's children, ſince it coſt him every 
other. Separated almoſt in infancy from his 
parents — ſurrounded with mercenary ſycophants, 
who ſought to make their court to the reigning 
King by a partial repreſentation or miſcon- 
ſtruction of his actions, he had ſhot up un- 
loved, uncheriſhed, and ſeen thoſe tender affec- 
tions he was born to ſhare, gradually center in 
that ſon from whom his parents had nothing to 
fear. Nor were wanting inſidious flatterers 
equally ready to undermine his filial duty, by 


pointing out the weakneſſes of his father, even 
where they were moſt likely to wound him. He 


had puniſhed himſelf, he added, for yielding to 
-theſe impreſſions by an abſolute obedience to his 
authority, but fit was with grief he remembered 


{that was now the only tye between them. Nor 


would I wonder, he continued, it ſhould be ſo, 
if L conſidered that, born as he was to imperial 


power, with an ardent paſſion for glory, he had 


hitherto 
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hitherto been ſhut up in the narrow ſphere of 
his own court, languiſhing away the flower of 
bis youth without a choice, a friend, or a pur- 
ſuit:— Till the infamous Carr ſhould deign to 
decide what foreign Prince's bribe he would 
condeſcend to accept, and to what bigotted Pa- 
piſt he ſhould ſacrifice the ſon of his maſter. 
While the admired Prince of Wales, the idol 
of the people, the heir of empire, the endued of 
Heaven; thus confided to me the ſimple and ra- 
tional griefs which clouded a fortune ſo brilli- 
ant, could I fail to meditate on the equality of 
providence? —W hich graciouſly allots even to 
the loweſt ſituation, ſome portion of happineſs, 
and depreſſes the higheſt with the ſad ſenſe of 
: miefortahe> oth unn honoring $4 rf 
It is the fatal peculiarity-of youth to throw 
the ſtrongeſt light on every ſeoret grief, and 
waſte” away under an oppreſſion imaginati- 
on often doubles. To cure this propenſity is 
therefore the province of experience. I ſought 
to imbue the Prince's mind with the only prin- 
ciple mine had derived from all my ſufferings. 
 — That the nobleſt uſe we can make of under - 
ſtanding, is to convert it into happineſs; and 
every talent which does not conduce to that 
great end, ought rather to be conſidered as a 
burthen than a bleſſing to the poſſeſſor. That 
the mind, like the eye, ever magnifies the ob- 
ject of fear or averſion, which often on a ſtrict 
examination, excites no other ſentiment than 
contempt.— In fine, that he was not at liberty 
to ſhew any other ſenſe of his father's errors, 
than by preſentingꝭ a faultleſs example in his 
_ own life; and that if he would have it without 
Ku: blemiſh, 
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blemiſh, be muſt divert his taſte from channels 
where it would meet with oppoſition, and turn 
it into thoſe through which it might / flow freely. 
That the cultivation of the ſciences would at 
once fill up that void in his life ever ſo painful 
act his years, and en- to his welfare all who 
loved them: a whoſe influence was never 
known unleſs oppotnion called forth the powers 
of eloquence. ttt 10 f ont. eu 3 
The Prince had too much judgment not toſee 
the utility of this council, and too much gene- 
roſity not to value its candor : nevertheleſs, it 
was a language yet new to his ears. Ingenuity 
Had been exhauſted to teach him to govern 
others, but to fubdue himſelf was a leſſon none 
had ventured to inculcate. How did I lament 
a ſoul ſo ductile had in, childhood been injudici- 
ouſly delivered up to its on guidance, ak ſuf- 
fered every day to 4mbibe ſome new-prejutice, 
deſtined perhaps to mark the character through 
5 ms and which an upright and ſkilful monitor 
ht ſo eaſily have eradicated 26 
The Princzitould not be inſenſible to the ma- 
2 caution which induced me to ſend my 
daughter abroad whenever he honored me with 
a vilct, yet the obſervation did not for ſome time 
appear to influence his conduct. Satisfied with 
merely beholding her as he entered or departed, 
the deſire of opening his heart to me ſeemed to 
ſuperſede every other impreſſion. Nevertheleſs, 
long reveries would follow the moſt accidental 
meeting, and long pauſes intervene in the moſt 
intereſting converſation ; rendering it ſufficient- 
17 obvious that his mind labored with ſome 
project, hitherto r either by pride or 
prudence. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps I ſhould ever have wanted courage to 
open myilips on ſo delicate an occaſion, had not 
my daughter complained to me that ſhe was 

now become the univerſal object of attention; 
and that the ſuite who attended her were often 
rudely ſurrounded, and ſometimes interrogated 
by ſuch of the Prince's court as had not benefit- 
ed by his example. — By going abroad unexpect- 
edly with her, I found ſhe ws not offended 
without reaſon, and ſenſible of my imprudence 
in thus riſquing her ſafety, came to the reſo- 
lution rather to abridge myſelf of the pleaſute of 
the Prince's ſociety, than purchaſe it by endan - 
gering my daughter.— I defiredher to retire for 
a while when Henry ſhould viſit me next, and 
ere he could account for the ſingularity of find- 

ing het at home, entered into the delicate ex- 
planation. With an acknowledged attachment 
to him, that I bore my child, alone could have 
over - ruled, I ſubmitted it to himſelf, whether L 
could too cautiouſly guard againſt a cenſure or 
inſult ſhe had no natural protector to reſent, — 

The generous Henry pauſed for a few moments 


with irreſolution, when ſuddenly. collecting 


courages he broke ſilence.— “ Will Lady Lei- 
cefter pardon, ſaid he, thoſe obtruſive viſits ſhe 
has ſubmitted to with ſo much complaceney ? — 
Will he:deign to become the confidant of the 
only incident in my life J have hid from ber 
will ſhe liſten with indulgence ?—He pauſed a 
moment, but ere I could refolve how to anſwer, 
purſued the diſcourſe. —** Accuſtomed even from 
childhood to the enſnaring glanees of the light 
and the lovely led to imagine myſelf older than 
my years by the continual propoſals for marry- 
ing me that have conſtantly ſucceeded each 
ie | other, 
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other, it is not wonderful that a heart naturally 
ſuſceptible, ſhould mature before its time. 
Among the many beautiful girls, who have al- 
45 fought to attract me, I ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
one by whom my peace, my honour, my inno- 
cence became endangered: perhaps they had 
been loſt, had I not found her ſelfiſh and ambi- 
tious. I need hardly inform you that this ſe- 
ducing fair one is the Counteſs of Eſſex !— 
Vain of her influence over me, ſhe took plea- 
ſure in publiſhing it, and taught me early to 
bluſh for my choice; but I could not reſolve to 
do ſo continually. I formed the bold reſolution 
of contending with my own heart, and retired. 
hither to recover it, or die. Lady Eſſex, en- 
raged and huenbled at this conduct, confirm- 
ed me in it, by attaching herſelf to Viſcount 
Rocheſter: thus rendering it ſuffioiently obvi- 
"ous ſhe had never loved me. —Beſotted with 
her beauty, that weak favorite is governed by 
her caprices, and him I was born to obey yields 
to thoſe of Rocheſter. Although I do not im- 
mediately perceive how Lady Eſſex means to 
effect her revenge, I am convinced it is onl 
maturing ; and daily expect a blow from which 
know not how to guard myſelf, Under thefe 
:ircumfſtances how can I venture to involve 
your fate with mine? —How can J aſk you, to 
permit me to offer to your lovely daughter the 
heart which ever hovers near her? — Speak, 
Madam— my happineſs is in your hands— dare 
ou riſque your own to promote it?“ While 1 
iſtened to this ſenſible, this frank declaration 
of the Prince's error, and his attachment, my 
fond heart found its firſt wiſh accompliſh- 
ed, and adopted at once the royal youth; 
| EO - ſolemnly 


4. 
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ſolemnly vowing to ſhare, without repining, 
every evil that might follow an alliance ſo dear: 
nor did I fail ſecretly to exult in my Mary's he- 
reditary right even to this diſtintion. 2 

To cement the confidence between' us, and 
convince the Prince his- preſent choice was ju- 
dicious, I reſolved to confide to him the ſecret 
ſo long, ſo painfully preſerved ; and related my 

whole hiſtory. As I retraced its affecting inci- 
dents, I knew them to be ſo only by his eager, 
his generous ſympathy; ſo wholly was my 
own foul engroſſed by the happy proſpe& he 
had opened before it. | eee e, 
"The Prince of Wales acknowledged with 
joy the relationſhip I claimed ; to confirm all I 
had advanced, I preſented to him the long-ſaved 
teſtimonials, which he peruſed with ſilent re- 
verence : then fixing his eyes, ſtill impreſſed 
with that elevated ſentiment, on mine, he gave 
utterance to the dictates of his heart,—** Who 
could ſuppoſe, exclaimed he, a fortitude ſo un- 
exampled could poſſibly be combined with a 
frame delicate even to fragility May the mis- 
fortunes you have indelibly impreſſed on my me- 
mory, my more than mother, be the laſt of your 
life. —May that being who directed my ſoul to 
cheriſh the admiration and' eſteem inſpired by 
your lovely daughter, and matchleſs ſelf, ſuffer 
the youth before you to ſupply to your heart, 
all it ought to have inherited—all it unhappily 
has loſt. Dear will be the moment when to the 

form of your angel mother my authority ſhall 
add the name, and that moment will hereafter, 


oh] moſt honoured of women, infallibly be 
mine.“ Tt | f 


While 
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While I liſtened to predictions ſo flattering, I 
almoſt believed them accompliſhed. In thy un- 
blown. youth, oh, royal Henry, was comprized 
every promiſe, that could dilate or fill the heart: 
mine centred at once in thee, and; my daughter : 
finding in the mere hope of ſo glorious: a union, 
a total ſuſpenſion from ſuffering and ſorrow. 

- I had now no reſerves with the Prince, and 
leading in my bluſhing Mary preſented her to 
her royal Couſin ; who gracefully offered up his 
unblemiſhed ſoul on the hand he bowed over. 
8o pure a tranſport took poſſeſſion of mine, as 
obliterated every other impreſſion. I ſnatched 
the united hands ſo dear, ſo beloved, and preſſ- 
ing them to my boſom, ſickened with very ex- 
tacy, and withdrew to recover myſelf.— Wan- 
dering alone by the fide of the Thames, I raiſed 
my full eyes to heaven; and called the happy 
ſpirits of my mother, ſiſter, and Lord Leiceſter, 
to ſympathize with me in an event which pro- 
miſed to end the perſecutions of my family, by 
thus bleſſedly uniting the laſt ſprung branches of 
it. A ſerenity of the ſublimeſt nature ſucceeded 
the ſweet trouble of my ſpirits, and enabled me 
to rejoin the youthful lovers with the dignity 
due to my own character. e ts 

The ſituation in which we ſtood endeared us 
ſtill more to the Prince, by perpetually remind- 
ing him how intimately our welfare was con- 
nected with his own. Every hour ſeemed to 
unite us more and more to each other. Henry 
ſpoke to me with the freedom of a fon ; conjur- 
ing me not to take any ſtep that might create the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of my birth, or the ſecret tye 
formed between us, till he had well weighed 

Har every 
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every conſequence that might enſue: and to 
clude the watchful ſpies, with whom. we were 
alike: ſurrounded, | he propoſed paſſing in the 
evening through his garden to ours, if I would 
deign for a while to allow him thus to reach the 
ſaloon. Our ſituation was too delicate not to 
require the ſtricteſt caution, yet as I could diſ- 
cover no mode of receiving the Prince which 
was not equally gueſtionable, and more dan» 
gerous, I conſented to that he propoſed: as well 
as that he ſhould render one of his gentlemen 
(Sir David Murray) a confidante of this inti- 
macy, though not of its nature, or extent. 
An incident ſo important engroſſing my every 
thought, my heart returned once more eagerly 
into the world. It had now an intereſt in fully 
underſtanding the real characters of the King, 
the Queen, Y iſcount Rocheſter, and every in- 
dividual likely or intitled to interfere at this 
intereſting , criſis. ——I. examined, conſidered, 
weighed every thing. I ſoon diſcovered. the 
whole Royal Family were at variance] That 
the imperious Queen, unable to wreſt her huſ- 
band from his favourites, or her ſon from his 
duties, ſcorned the firſt, and neglected the 
latter: confining herſelf wholly to a court 
formed of her own creatures, who aſſiſted her 
to ſpoil her younger ſon; whom ſhe had almoſt 
eſtranged from his brother. Her beautiful 
daughter who united in her own perſon the 
graces of Mary, with the ſpirit of Elizabeth, 
alone allured to the court of the Queen the few 
perſons of merit it afforded. Henry was often 
laviſh in the praiſes of his ſiſter, and as ſhe was 
the only relation he E. untarily ſpoke of, I 
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naturally concluded ſhe 'was the only one 
entitled by ſuperior qualities to that diſtinc- 
tion. King James, who had mounted the 
throne under happier auſpices than almoſt any 
preceding ſovereign of England, had already 
lived long enough to loſe the affections of his 
people. By turns a pedant and a buffoon, his ſo- 
lemnity was even more diſguſting than his levity. 
Governed by a predilection of the moſt abfurd 
and ſingular nature, to a beautiful favorite he 
always delivered up the reins of empire; readily 
ſubmitting to a ſhameful ſubjection in all im- 
portant points, provided he might enjoy a ridi- 
culous ſupremacy in his hours of indulgence 
andiretirement. From ſuch a weak and incon- 
ſiſtent King, and his profligate Miniſters, the 
wiſe, the feientiſie, and the good, had gradu- 
ally retreated; and in neglect and filence con- 
templated from far the growth of that exemplary 
Prince, who promifed to retrieve the fame of his 
anceſtors, and the glory of the kingdom he was- 
born to reign over. A youth of eighteen capa- 
ble of uniting the unblemiſhed virtues of that 
age, with the difcernment' of a maturer one, 
was a phenomenon, and of courſe either adored: 

or deteſted.— While the body of the kingdom 
regarded him only with the firſt fentiment, the 
worthleſs favorites of his father were actuated 
ſolely by the latter. ; 


To marry and-eſcape the plans of Rocheſter 
was the intereſt of Henry; and to marry with- 
out his father's knowledge his unwilling choice. 
Vet highly-ſenfible of the ſlavery impoſed by his 

rank, be had reſiſted every temptation from. 
- beauties of. an inferior one: but when appriaed 
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of my ſtory, he ſaw, or fancied he ſaw: in my. 
daughter, a wife allotted him by heaven—one 
to whom no juſt objection could poſſibly be 
made, one born to give happineſs to his heart, 
and honor to his name. Nor could he doubt, 
even if his father ſhut his eyes againſt the truth, 
but that he ſhould be able to convince the -pes- 
ple of my birth, when the publication of the 
marriage ſhould give my ſtory the whole weight 
of hi end ot; wh 
Succeſs in his judgment depended ſolely on 
the concealment of the purpoſed union till it 
could be accompliſhed ; for if the intention 
tranſpired ere the event, he was ſatisfied the 
moſt deſperate efforts would be made to wreſt 
us from him. Yet as at this very period a pub- 
lick treaty was negociating with a foreign 
Prince, he could not form a tye of ſuch. impor- 
tance without giving his father juſt cauſe of 
offence, the nation at large a contempt for his 
character, and the diſtant Sovereign thus inſult- 
ed, a mortal diſguſt. We therefore agreed; to 
wait til} this Miniſterial projet hke many 
others ſhould diſappoint itſelf, and ſeize that 
moment to celebrate and publiſh a; marriage, 
which was to end all our fears, and complete 
all our hopes. ov td of ere ß 
During this interval I obſerved with pain that 
the extreme timidity of my daughter's character 
_ prevailed over the enthuſiaſm incident to: her 
years; and damped with vague apprehenfions 
theſe moments love and hope might have made 
fo happy. I ſaw this little feminine weakneſs 
with extreme uneafineſs. - The Pringe of 
Wales was diſtinguiſhed by a manly firmneſs, 
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which ever wiſely weighed the approaching 
trial, then calmly dared it. For a foul ſo noble, 
F deſired to find a faultleſs bride; and looking 
fearfully into the future, I ſometimes thought 
my Mary's timid heart would one day throb 
without cauſe againſt that of a ſovereign op- 
_ preſſed with -inwumerable cares, he perhaps 
fought to loſe the remembrance” of, in her ſo- 
eiety. Nevertheleſs I did not perceive my ten- 
der admonitions on this ſubject, had any other 
conſequence than that of inducing my daughter 
to bury in her boſom thoſe ſentiments and emo- 
tions, I had ſo many years delighted to partici- 
. N J ig Wa bp © 2 FAENs 
0 It was now autumn I— The time of the 
King's periodical progrefſes.—The Prince could 
not avoid following his father, but he lingered 
in his duty; and having ſtaid a day too long 
with us, haſtened to overtake the King, whom 
be was to feaſt at Woodſtock. He wrote to me 
from thence, complaining of fatigue and laſſi- 
tude; but with his uſual attention, informed 
me he was in treaty for Kenilworth Caſtle, 
where he flattered himſelf I ſhould again ſee 
golden days like thoſe I ſtill remembered with 
Alas, thoſe he had irradiated, - were quick 
haſtening to a period! At the firſt viſit he paid 
me on his return, my ſoul was ſtruck with a 
very apparent alteration in his perſon; which 
Was grown thin and wan beyond conception, 
conſidering the ſhortneſs of the time. Not all 
the joy he expreſſed at our meeting could fatisfy 
me, he was either well or happy, but obſervi 
he evaded my queſtion; and fearful of alarming 
him without reaſon, J ſtrove to ſuppreſs that 
„ | maternal. 
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maternal anxiety all his aſſurances of health and 
chearfulneſs could not diſpel. I perceived my 
daughter was impreſſed with the ſame idea, for 
though ſhe ſpoke not, it was viſible to me ſhe 
wept greatly when alone. 
The evenings were now too ſhort and damp 
for me to allow the evening viſits of the Prince 
and I rather choſe to riſque every danger by re- 
ceiving him openly, than ſubje& him to any by 
an ill-judged caution.—Alas, ; theſe cares were 
vain.— The rapid decay of the Royal Henry's 
nealth, became viſible even to indifferent ſpec- 
tators. An affecting languor was the _ ex- 
preſſion of thoſe fine eyes once fo full of fire, 
and the youthful cheeks every following day 
ſhould, have tinged with a deeper bloom, grew 
more and more wan and hollow He could no 
longer conceal his illneſs. Alas ! it pierced me 
to the ſoul ! I was miſerable at remembering a 
charge ſo precious, as his welfare ſhould be 
committed to ſervants of whatever denominati- 
on. No mother no ſiſter duties indiſpenſa- 
ble in every other rank of life, were it ſeems 
incompatible with royalty. Oh, Henry — dear 

amiable youth ! even yet am I tempted to a- 
cuſe mytelf for not having better deſerved : the 
tender appellation thy filial reverence ſo often 
beſtowed on me, by daring every thing for thy 
ſake ! Slaves to imperious cuſtom, our actions 
are too often regulated by that idle multitude, 
vhoſe moſt laviſh -applauſes: would but ill conſole 
us for one ſingle reproach, from that unerring 


monitor, our on conſciencge. 
Either not convinced this ſecret malady was 
undermining his conſtitution, or indifferent to 
the event, the Prince ſtill continued in the pur- 
n . ſuit 
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ſuit of his uſual athletic exerciſes and habits, 
till his ſtrength - was wholly unequal to them. 
T once more perſuaded him to call in medical 
aſſiſtance, and he promiſed to attend to himſelf 
as ſoon as his ſiſter and the elector ſhould depart. 
—Obliged to appear at the celebration of their 
marriage in London, he came to pay us a part- 
ing viſit. ' Impreſſed, perhaps, with the idea it 
would be the laſt, he threw himſelf into my 
arms, and ſhed there the firſt tears I had ever 
ſeen fall from his eyes. Mine readily overflow 
ed a grief too deep for utterance preſſed upon 
my ſoul, and Henry recovered ere I could. His 
heart miſſed my daughter, who was gone abroad. 
—He ſighed, ſunk into a little reverie, and 
breaking it, with a faint ſmile, ſaid, „he 
ought rather to congratulate himſelf on her ab- 
ſence.” 'He ſighed again, and after another 
pauſe, reſumed his diſcourſe in a low and broken 
voice.—** Mourn not thus, my mother (for I 
will ſtill give you a title you may juſtly claim 
from her who bore me; ſince who ever loved: 
me as you have done ?) I have youth in my fa- 
vor, and this oppreſſive malady may not be 
mortal: for your ſake alone do I wiſh it to be 
otherwiſe, - believe me. — Already weary, diſ- 
guſted with this world, I could retreat from it 
almoſt without a pang, did I not know my loſs 
would be to you an irremediable calamity. Vet, 
who ſhall judge of the diſpenſations of the Al- 
mighty ?— l might fulfil all your wiſhes without 
ſeeing you happy— I might obtain all my own. 
without ceaſing to. be wretched. Recall this 
often to your memory, whatever follows our 
parting; and remember your name will be ever 
on theſe lips while they have power ny _ a 
4 UNC 
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ſound. For the adored of my ſoul— but ſhe is 
ſurely become a part of it; and if not permit- 
ted to poſſeſs her in this world, I will expect 
her in a better.“ —Perceiving his dim eye was 

fixed on a picture of my daughter which hung 
at my boſom, I preſented it to him. And 
do you too, beloved Henry, returned I, in a 
broken voice, remember the mother Who gives 
you this, would have comprized in the original 
every grace, every virtue, to be found through 
human nature; and having done ſo, would ſtill 
have thought her honoured in your choice. 
Ah! royal youth! refign not a heart ſo noble to 
vapouriſh depreflion !-—Your life, your happi- 
neſs, are not your own merely—a nation are 
born to pray for the former, to crown you with 
the latter. —For myſelf— upon the ſweet: hope 
of matching my daughter with you, of ſharing © 
the ſoft tranſports of mutual virtue and affecti- 
on, I have learnt to live, but ſurely I could 
never ſurvive: its extinction.” My full ſoul. al- 
lowed. not of another ſyllable.  Fhe Prince 
fixed his ſuffuſed eyes on mine, with a myſteri- 
ous. melancholy, almoſt amounting to defpaip 
and touching with his lips thoſe hands his 
_ trembling ones ſtill. graſped, ruſhed precipitately 
into the court yard. The found of his voice 
drew me towards the windowW— the graceful 
youth made me a laſt obeiſance, and galloped 
away; while my partial eye purſued him till be- 
yond its reach, and even then my ear ſeemed to 
diſtinguiſh the feet of his horſe. Gde.. 
With his uſual kind conſideration, Hen 
- wrote to me the next day, that he found himſelf” 
better; and in the pleaſure of ſeeing his ſiſter 
bappy, felt reconciled to the impolitick _ 
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made for her.—He even aſſiſted at the various 
feſtivals with which the nuptials of the royal 
Elizabeth were honored; but ſcaree were they 
over, when his health and ſpirits failed at once, 
and the faculty were called in to his aid. A ma- 
lady which had been ſo long engrafting itſelf on 
his conſtitution, left but little hope of his life; 
I had ceaſed to entertain any: yet, far from 
ſupporting the idea of loſing him with fortitude, 
my ſoul mourned as if it had then firſt known 
ſorrow. |. Not daring to give free vent to 

apprehenſions in the preſence of my daughter, 
I ſtrove with cold and watery ſmiles to flatter 
- © thoſe hopes in her heart my own had long re- 
jected, and ſaw with vain t, the deep ex- 
ceſſes of a ſenſibility I had laboured to excite 


What days, what nights of ſadneſs and ſuſ- 
:penſe were ours, while the unfortunate Henry 
was languiſhing away every vital power ere yet 
they had reached maturity Frequently deli- 
rious, our names eſcaped unconſciouſly from 
thoſe lips, which at his lucid intervals, uttered 
4 only ſighs and groans. Murray, his beloved 
-attendant, gave us conſtant information of the 
progreſs of his fever ; nor did the amiable Hen- 
ry fail at intervals to charge him with tender 
remembrances. Sir David at length acquaint- 
ed me that the impaſſionate delirium of the 
Prince, pointing ever towards us, the King had 
been apprized of it; —that he had minutely 
queſtioned his ſan's moſt favored attendants, 
and among them himſelf, on the origin, pro- 
greſs, and ſtrength; of an attachment thus ſud- 
.denly and ſtrangely brought to light, deeply ru- 
minating — he heard. I could not feel 
93-671 e acquitted 
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acquitted to myſelf, madam, concluded the 
faithful Murray, were I to conceal this, nor 
dare I add a ſurmiſe on ſo delicate an occaſion. 
Ah, of what importance to us are all the late 
enquiries, the vague conjectures of James 
cried I, folding my daughter to my boſom, if 
heaven deprives us of his ineſtimable ſon, nei- 
ther his love or his hatred can greatly affect us. 
—Beloved Mary dear inheritor of misfortune ! 
widowed ere yet thou art a wife, a long obicu- 
rity, a ſolitary. youth is all thy portion —a ſor- 
row which can never end thy Mother's. - But 
why ſhould I heſitate to avow myſelf?— Where- 
fore ſhould I not publiſh claims which even ty- 
ranny cannot cancel; but perhaps it will not 
diſpute? The timid, abject ſpirit of James 
knows not how to contend with one firm in 
virtue —immutable in truth.— Ah, bad I done 
ſo long ſince, 1 might at this moment, dear 
Henry, have hoyered near thy couch, and ſoft- 
ened the anguiſh no mortal can prevent Per- 
haps the King already ſurmiſes the fact let him 
demand it. 1 % hen} 1 
Sir David Murray's next letter breathed the 
very ſpirit of deſpair.— ““ Prepare yourſelf, 
madam, ſaid he, for the worſt; perhaps, ere 
this reaches you, England will have loſt its 
deareſt hope, the royal Henry's friends their 
only one. The moſt deſperate efforts of art 
have failed, and exhauſted reaſon often now 
reviſits with a languid ray the noble heart ſhe 
is ſo ſoon to quit forever. The Prince has juſt 
ordered me to commit to the flames every letter 
and paper in which your name is mentioned; 
Va ſure proof that he has given himſelf up. 
Alas, he knows not how often names ſo 1 — 
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have eſcaped him ; he has called for you, ma- 
dam, and your angelic daughter, almoſt the 
whole night, but frequently recollecting him- 
_ "ſelf, has waved his feeble hand, and ſighed out 
NO—NO—NO, "—— er e | 
Three hours after, another expreſs arrived. 
——<© Pardon, madam, the haſte and incohe- 
rency of ſcrawls penned at ſo trying a moment. 
— Alas, the moſt ſanguine of us has now ceaſed 
to hope.— Our royal maſter's ſpeech entirely 
fails him—his laſt effort was haſtily and repeat- 
edly to call me—I flew to his bedſide, but 
though my every ſenſe ſeemed to reſolve into 
ear, I found it impoſſible to underſtand him 
either I widely erred or he named France; per- 
' haps I commit a ſecond errori n ſuppoſing he 
referred to you, madam, but I voluntarily : 
riſque every thing to fulfil the parting wiſh of 
a maſter ſo adored. The King, the phyſicians, 
all have taken a long leave of the almoſt beati- 
fied Prince; and there is nothing left for thoſe 
who love him beſt to wiſh, but that his pure 
ſpirit may paſs away in peace.” | 
The agony and ſtupor this affecting billet oc- 
caſioned, were hardly abated when another ar- 
rived. —* It is all over, madam, concluded 
the worthy Murray, raiſe your ſtreaming eyes 
to heaven; it is there alone you can now look 
for the incomparable Prince of Wales.—Fa- 
tigue and anguiſh diſable me from faying 
more. — : 
It was not till the awful moment which re- 
ſtored the unſullied ſoul of Henry to its omni- 
ſcient Creator, that I had dared to breathe a 
wiſh of which he was not the object, or allowed 
my thoughts to paſs beyond himſelf, —That ex- 
0 | quiſite 
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to us, had made me ſeverely ſuffer with him, 
and conſequently pray for that releaſe which 
alone ſeemed likely to give him: eaſe, nor did I: 
recollect till he was gone forever, the void his 
loſs would leave in my hopes. — The tremendous 
calm by which death is ever followed, now too 
its turn,—Bereft of a ſupport on which 1 had 
long. unconſciouſly reſted, I ſunk into a deſola- 
tion which made me almoſt wiſh to follow the 
jamented Prince. It is at theſe intervals, ma- 
dam, we become moſt truly ſenſible of all the 
imperfections of our nature. How often had 1 
flattered my own erring heart with the vain be- 
lief it had acquired ſtrength, purity, and vir- 
tue, from its various trials! alas, what but 
pride, vanity, and ambition, ſtill throbbed un- 
alterably there! time had only altered the ob- 
ject, not the paſſion, and centted them all in my 
dau ter. ei 7 # r BY” 12 61 
We ſhut ourſelves entirely up, and deeply 
joined in the general mourning. The ſad plea- 
ſure of knowing him we bewailed, univerſally 
lamented, was yet ours. I peruſed, I appro- 
priated, with a mother's fondneſs, the laviſh 
culogies, all ſects, all parties, all poets, graced 
the memory of the Prince with: —it was the 
only mitigation my grief could know. A con- 
ſiderable time had elapſed without our hearing 
any thing from Murray, in confirmation of his 
conjecture concerning Henry's laſt wiſh, and 
the imperfect accents which lingered on his dy- 
ing lips. But though I could not reſolve to be- 
come a guiltleſs fugitive even in compliance 
with Prince Henry's will, I had had no other 
motive for remaining in England than to ſhew I 
Dy was 
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was not driven out of it. I now determined to 
quit a country which had been the grave of a 
hope ſo dear, and found my daughter entirely of 
my mind. In Fantek the unwearied at- 
tention of Sir David Murray, I informed him 
of my intention to retire into Flanders, not 
doubting but that the Hollanders would afford 
an honorable aſylum to the widow and orphan of 
Lord Leiceſter.— I beſought him to accept a 
ring of conſiderable value in token of my deep 
ſenſe of the generous attachment he had ſhewn 
alike to myſelf, and that incomparable Prince 
whoſe loſs was ever preſent to my mind; and 
requeſted as a laſt proof of his regard, the reſ- 
toration of that picture of my daughter 1 
had given the royal Henry at our memorable 
parting.“ ihn n ie OH oi 
The anſwer of Murray ſtrangely ſtartled and. 
alarmed me. Your intention of quitting 
England, madam, ſaid he, relieves my mind 
from extreme anxiety; time and circumſtances 
have united to convince me I did not miſunder- 
ſtand the laſt imperfect accents of my much- 
loved maſter.— Loſe not a moment in haſtening 
to the aſylum you have fixed on. The picture, 
madam, is, I fear, irretrievably gone I can- 
not by either bribes or intreaties procure any 
tidings of it — power, alas, I now have not 
If ever it comes to my hands, rely on its being 
reſtored by him who will ever devoutly pray for 
your happineſs. . 1 
This inexplicable letter rouſed every dormant 
faculty. Wherefore ſhould my retiring abroad 
relieve the mind of a perſon unconnected with 
me from extreme anxiety ? — Why ſhould he urge 
thus my departure? As it was rather pride than 
1 4 prudence 
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prudence which induced me to ſeek a country 
where I might fearleſsly aſſert my every right, 
that project was now rejected from the very mo- 
tive which firſt dictated it. A myſtery my nature 
ever diſdained. Reſolved to comprehend all the 
motives on: which Murray wiſhed me to act, I 
ordered every thing to be replaced, and ſat down 
once more quietly at home; reſolved to brave the 
ſtorm, if indeed there was any gathering, rather 
than aſcertain my ſafety by a diſgraceful flight. 
once more wrote to Sir David, acquainting 
him with my preſent conduct, and its reaſons, 
inſiſting on being fully informed of thoſe which 
actuated him to offer me advice ſo ſingular and 
myſterious —How. infinitely was my impatience, 
curioſity,” and diſdain, heightened by his an- 
Awer “ I hear with admiration, madam, 
à determination which from a perfect knowledge 
of your character, I ought, perhaps, to have 
ſoreſeen; nevertheleſs, my ſentiments are not 
altered, nor leſs urged durſt I divulge the reaſons 
on which they are grounded: but decorum and 
delicacy give way to your commands, and the 
occaſion. Nevertheleſs, I find it impoſſible to 
commit them to paper. Dare you give me ad- 
miſſion at midnight -I ſhall be near your gate 
upon the chance, but be wary in the choice of 
my conductor, as perhaps my life, nay, even your 
own, depends upon its being ſuppoſed you ne- 
ver had any private correſpondence or communi- 
cation mithitheſ 7 om 562i THR mn 
How did my nature take fire at this incompre- 
henfible letter Me to ſtoop to ſecreſy to be 
ex poſed to ſhame !— The unknown danger with 
which he repreſented me to be environed, ap- 
peared wholly indifferent; ſo exquiſitely * 
1338 \ 6 
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ble was my ſoul of the imputation of diſhonor. 

- —At times I'reſolved to ſhut out Murray, and 
leave the brooding miſchief to diſcloſe itſelf by 
its effects; but love for my daughter con- 

troling the ſtrong ſpirit of indignation inſepara- 

ble from innocence, I yielded to the ſuggeſtions 
of prudence, and prepared to admit him. Inured 
to every other ſpecies of ſuffering, I knew not 
how to bluſh before any human being. 
My perplexed and agitated mind paſted through 
the infinitude of poſſibilities without fixing upon 
one. At times, I imagined all the caution of 
the royal Henry had been inſufficient, and that 
the F fot by means of ſome loſt or! ſecreted 
letter, had been fully apprized of his ſon's at- 
tachment to us, and the hopes that were ground- 
ted upon it; though even then, IL knew not wh 
my life ſhould be in the queſtion; ſtill leſs 
could I imagine it endangered, had his diſcove- 

'ries reached farther, and traced out the long bu- 
ried ſecret of my birth. Involved in buſy, 

vague, and alarming conjectures, I hardly knew 

how to wait with any — — 
hour appointed to aſcertain them. 
HSenſible, by the deep effect this took on my 

-own mind, that it muſt dreadfully ſhock. my 

_ daughter's, and ſtill flattering myſelf that this 
indiſtinct danger . be the creation of a deſ- 

ponding temper in Henry's favorite, I reſolved 

to wait the event of my midnight interview with 
him, ere I confided more to my Mary than ſhe 
muſt already have learnt from the change in my 
reſolution reſpecting quitting England. — But as 
to ſee her was to explain all, (for how could I 
hope to veil emotions which burnt indignantly 
on my cheek ?) I ſent her word I was _—_ 

840 | wit 
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with.a violent headach, which I would endea- 
vour to remedy by ſleep; and accompanied this 
meſſage with a new book ſhe had an eager defire 
to ſee, and which I ſincerely prayed might 
wholly occupy her attention at this intereſting 
criſis, 33 i 
Oh, world ! how falſe, how erroneous are the 
feelings we imbibe from thee !—Nature ordain- 
ed ſhame the companion of guilt, but overbear- 
ing cuſtom has broke that tye, and oftener bids 
her follow virtue. Scarce could I reſolve to 
know my imputed crime, or look with compla- 
cency on the amiable man who had ventured to 
ſuggeſt the unforeſeen danger. — It was the ut- 
molt effort of my reaſon to govern this unwor- 
thy impulſe. 3 * 
The eſtimable Murray was ſenſible of an equal 
conſtraint, and by the generous confuſion with 
which he appeared before me, reſtored my mind 
to its dignity and compoſure. His mourning, 
and the tears which followed the name of his loſt 
royal maſter, drew forth mine, and at once 
blended our feelings. Sir David, with infinite 
delicacy and addreſs, entered into the Prince of 
. Wales's ſingular illneſs, as well as the various 
opinions his death had given riſe to :—but how 
did my ſoul freeze with horror to learn that 
there were many (and among them ſome of his 
Phyſicians) who believed him poiſoned! The 
killing grief ſuch a ſuſpicion muſt at a more 
tranquil moment have cauſed, vaniſhed, howe- 
ver, at once before the confuſed and rapid ſen- 
ations his following diſcourſe occaſioned. — 
Oh, let me pauſe here a moment to adore the 
indulgence of the Almighty, which alone could 
have enabled my intellects to ſupport ſo terrible 
„ .... — 
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a ſhock as the report that it was from my hands 
he received the deadly preſent !—T looked at 
Murray awhile in ſpeechleſs aſtoniſhment !— 
Grief, anger, ſhame, and horror, divided and 
tore me in pieces. —I ſcarce heard his prayers 
and adjurations, but puſhing him from my feet, 
ſhut up every indignant ſenſe in my ſwelling 
heart, and only hoped it might burſt with the 
deep convulſion. „ . 
A A conſiderable time elapſed ere I was enough 
recovered to enquire into the origin of fo black 
and malicious a calumny. I then conjured him 
to inform me who was ſuppoſed to be its diaboli- 
cal author. —To this he anſwered, that when 
the equivocal deciſion of the faculty reſpecting 
the cauſe of the Prince's death. firſt reached the 
Queen, the vehemence of her grief, as well as 
that of her temper, made her inſtantly join with 
thoſe who pronounced . him be 
doubt was no ſooner publiſhed than it became 
general; every domeſtic of the Prince's houſhold 
2 had been by turns the object of ſuſpicion to his 
. fellows, and ſome of them had been weak enough 
to aſcertain their ſafety by quiting the kingdom. 
The rumour was by this means corroborated and 
ſtrengthened; but as nothing tranſpired that 
could authorize a judicial enquiry, the King be- 
came ſatisfied the melancholy cataſtrophe of his 
.youhtful heir had been in the common courſe of 
nature; when all at once, by ſome incompre- 
henſible means, the vague {uſpicions of the 
_multitude, which were Fir from extinguiſhed, 
though wholly unfixed, revived with added 
force, and centred in me. That it was now 
generally believed, the Prince of Wales, in the 
laſt viſit he paid me, had taſted ſome * pre- 
; erves 
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ferves (a little refreſhment of which he was ex- 
tremely fond, though fortunately the diſtraction 
of mymind at that period had prevented . me 
from offering him any) which moſt likely were 
poiſoned, as his laſt illneſs rapidly increaſed 
immediately after. —It was ſoon publiſhed that 
I had been the conftant object of his delirious 
reveries; and every vague or myſterious expreſ- 

fion which had ee him at thoſe intervals, 
had been remembered, traced, and applied, with 
diabolical ingenuity. The ſingular precaution 
of his ſeeing his own papers burnt, ſerved only 
to perſuade the prejudiced multitude that the 
unfortunate Prince was unwilling to ſtigmatize 
her who had deſtroyed him. By ſuch plauſible 
and baſe ſuggeſtions the eyes of an inflamed and 
affected nation had been led towards the ſolitary 
dwelling, where, unconſcious of danger, I re- 
mained buried in a grief the moſt charitable im- 
puted only to remorſe. There wanted but 
little to incite the people to anticipate: the 
ſtroke of juſtice, by tearing me to pieces, 
when the King confirmed the general ſuſpicion 
by a renewed and more minute enquiry into the 
nature of his ſon's viſits to me, their continuance, 
and deſign : and no perſon being able to ſatisfy 
his curioſity, he dropt harſh and ambiguous ex- 
preſſions; that ſeveral of his favorites had fince 
urged the propriety of bringing me to a public 
trial: a meaſure which had the whole weight of 
the Queen's intereſt. Alarmed and uncertain 
how to proceed, Sir David had learned at this 
very juncture my intention of retiring into Hol- 
land; and by ſuppoſing me pre-acquainted with 
the ſlanders of the publick, had unwarily re- 
duced himſelf to the painful neceſſity of repeat- 
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ing them. He concluded with hinting the pru- 
dence of abiding by my former deſign of imme- 
diately quitting England, as in inſtances where 
the prejudices of a nation infected even thoſe 
individuals entruſted with the execution of its 
laws, innocence itſelf was ſcarce a protection: 
biaſed judges might eaſily miſtake preſumptions 
for proofs, nor have candour enough to vin- 
dicate the honor which had thus been queſ- 
tioned. _ | 
While Sir David yet ſpoke, a new world diſ- 
played itſelf before me.—Ah ! how unlike the 
paradiſe pictured by my paſs mind Thoſe 
countenances in which I yeſterday ſaw only the 
living image of their Creator, now glared upon 
me like ſo many fiends.— A horrible gulph ſeem- 
ed to open beneath my feet, into which a thou- 
ſand hands ſought at once to precipitate me, 
and my timid ſoul retreated in vain from the 
danger.—To live undiſtinguiſhed—to die un- 
known, were mortifications ſufficiently grievous. 
Hut the bare idea of being arraigned—dragoged 
as a pre-judged criminal before a partial judge, 
had ſomething in. it ſo tremendous, as made 
every other evil appear eaſe. My blood flowed 


impetuouſly through my frame, and my bewi]- | 


dered judgment wanted ſtrength to govern the 
' torrent,—A malice ſo bold, profound, and dia- 
bolical, could have only one author, but where 
to look for that one I knew not; nor could I 
xecolle&t a human being I had injured, or vil- 
lain I had provoked. —Like a wretch awakened 
by aſſaſſins in the darkneſs of midnight, I knew 
not but the hand raiſed to ward the blow, might 
bleed on the preſented dagger. In this terrible 
conjuncture I had only virtue to befriend me: 

| though, 
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though, alas, virtue herſelf half-withers before 
the blighting breath of calumny ! While Sir 
David enforced the arguments he had already 
urged to induce me to quit the kingdom, my 
ſoul, by one of thoſe violent exertions great oc- 
caſions will ſometimes produce, recovered all her 
powers. —Indignation ſubſided at once into for- 
titude, and anger into heroiſm.—** You have 
hitherto only ſeen me, Sir David, ſaid I, —it is 
now alone you can know me;—ſhuddering with 
horror at the imputations you have explained, I 
yet dare not retreat unleſs | can confute them 
no, not even condemnation could induce me to 
fly, and leave my honor behind me.—What ! 
ſhall I blight the opening virtues of my child by 
expoſing her with myſelf to unmerited cenſure ? 
The pride, the pleaſure, of unſullied virtue, 
was all fortune permitted me to retain of the 
wealth and honors which once glittered before 
my youthful eyes—nor did I undervalue the moſt 
dear and ſacred of all poſſeſſions —alas, even 
that is now raviſhed from me, and one way alone 

can it be retrieved. —Deſperate as the effort 
ſeems, it muſt be ventured—yes—I will ſee the 
King whatever it coſts me : ſurely, the ſainted 
ſpirit of the Royal Henry would appear to vin- 
dicate my innocence (heavens! that I ſhould 
live to know it queſtioned !) were every other 
means to prove inſufficient. —I will trouble you 
no farther, reſpected Murray, unleſs you will 
deign to convey a letter to Lord Rocheſter, re- 
queſting a private audience of the King.” 
An idea fo ſingular had transferred the aſto- 
niſhment Murray had at firſt excited in me to 
his own mind ; that my intelle&s were touched 
then ſeemed to him very probable, but perceiv- 
L 2 ing 
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ing that I was miſtreſs both of my ſenſes and 
temper, he preſumed not to contend with a ſpi- 
rit 5 had nerved; and ſtruck with the ſilent 
dignity I aſſumed, began to believe I had in- 
deed ſomething important to diſcloſe, though 
quite at a loſs reſpecting its nature. I wrote to 
Lord Rocheſter (now newly created Earl of So- 
merſet) according to the idea I had formed; and 
Murray having engaged that the letter ſhould be 
delivered early in the morning, departed with 
the ſame caution with which he had entered, 
leaving me alone. —Alone did I ſay? —Ah, gra- 
cious heaven, never was I leſs fo !— The ſhades 
of all 1 had ever loved ſeemed to gather round 
me on this iatereſting occaſion, and volumes of 
obſcure ideas ruſhed impetuouſly through my 
brain.—I had unexpectedly reached the very 
point of my fate. — That important moment ſo 
often delayed, ſo eternally dreaded, was at length 
arrived, and the long treaſured ſecret on the 
verge of being publiſhed. —For myſelf J had long 
ceaſed to fear. —The fraternal acknowledgment 
of the King could now add nothing to my hap- 
pineſs; ſince, alas, that incomparable youth 
was gone for whole ſake alone I deſired it: nor 
could his rejection greatly embitter a fate which 
had left me ſo little to hope. —But, oh, when I 
remembered his ſingle breath might blight the 
tender bloſſom I had exhauſted my very being to 
rear—precipitate my youthful Mary, ere yet her 
virtues were known, into an obſcure and diſho- 
norable grave, where, where, could 1 gather 
ſtrength to cope with this idea? 

I employed the remainder of the night in col- 
leRing and arranging ſuch plauſible reaſons as 
ſhould amuſe my daughter's mind till the event 

| was 
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was known ; thus ſparing her all the pangs of 
ſuſpenſe.—I gathered together likewiſe every 
paper, and proof, which could authenticate the 
rights I was compelled toavow, and on peruſing 
them once more, found ſuch reaſon to be af- 
ſured, not only ſafety, but diſtinction, that a 
ſacred calm ſucceeded to all the tranſports of 

grief and indignation with which 1 had of late 
deen agitated, | | 
By a feigned invitation from a neighbouring 
lady who permitted me to render her houſe my 
convenience, I fent my daughter abroad for the 
day; and ſcarce had done fo ere an expreſs ar- 
rived, to acquaint me the Earl of Somerſet 

would wait on' me in the afternoon, . 
W hat were my proud emotions when the up- 
ſtart Somerſet littered my court with a princely 
retinue !—Alas, the only Prince who had ever 
entered it, with a noble conſciouſneſs, deſpiſed 
ſuch idle parade. By oppreſſive offers. of ſer- 
vice, the Earl made me ſenſible of his impor- 
tance, and ſought by unbounded adulation to 
gain upon my heart, and dive into its intentions : 
but it was not by ſuch a medium I ſought dif- 
tinction. I politely avoided referring either to 
the ſlander, or the purport of the requeſted audi- 
ence, and only thanked him for having obtained 
me the ear of the King ; half bluſhing to have 
gained it by ſo contemptible an interceſſor. I 
perceived chagrin, curiofity, and diſappoint- 
ment, ſtrongly expreſſed in his really fine fea- 
tures, but 1 could not prevail on myſelf to. con- 
fide aught to the man Prince Henry had deſpiſed. 
The Earl took his leave with the ſame profound 
deference, and aſſurances of ſervice, with which 
be 
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he entered; having appointed the next morning 
for preſenting me to the King. 

As the privacy of the promiſed audience 
enabled me to diſpenſe with form, I made no 
addition to my ſervants, nor any other alteration 
in the weeds I uſually wore, than that of 
forming them tothe model of my mother's dreſs ; 
which ever rendered—the likeneſs I bore her 
from my very birth ſtriking and obvious. A 
thouſand half-forgotten occurrences preſſed upon 
my agitated ſoul as I paſt through each well- 
known apartment, till all were loſt in the pre- 
ſent, by my reaching the cloſet of the King. 
The aſſid uous Somerſet, dreſt as elegantly as 
though he had meant to charm me, advanced on 
my being announced, and politely offered me his 
hand—a ſudden chill came over me; - I trem- 
bled, —lingered—drooped,—but reſolved to con- 
quer myſelf or periſh, I ſhook off the ſcalding 
tear which hung upon my cheek, and accepted 
the favorite's introduction. —The ſuperior air 
with which I affected to enter was not neceſſary 
towards confuſing the King, who always awk- 
ward and perplexed, ſeemed more than uſually 
ſo; and doubtful, whether he ſhould not fly the 
moment he ſaw me, or at leaſt call back Somer- 


ſet who had inſtantly retired. — Bending my knee 


in compliance with cuſtom, I inſtantly roſe, and 
retaining the hand he had preſented to me, fixed 
my eyes, ſtrongly animated by the occaſion, on 
his ever-varying countenance. + Your Ma- 
jeſty, ſaid I, doubtleſs, expects to find in me a 
weak ſuppliant, ſoliciting protection, or ſuing 
for your pity ; but on terms like theſe I had 
never bent before you—l come to claim a dear 
and ſacred title hitherto unknown, but never 

| annihi- 
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annihilated. Does your heart, oh, Royal James! 
added I, melting into tears, recognize nn | 
congenial to it in theſe features? this voice ! 
the timorous hand which graſps yours for the 
firſt time, in fraternal alliance Oh, fainted 
Mary ! dear author of my being, look down 
from heaven, and touch the heart of your fon, 
in favor of the deſolate ſiſter who now ſtands 
before him.” The King ſtarted, receded, gave 
manifeſt tokens of doubt and diſpleaſure, and 
; | ſought to draw away the hand I obſtinately re- 
a tained, —I kifled, 1 bathed it with impaſſioned 
: tears. Shake me nat off, reject me not un- 
known, reſumed I in the deep tone of ftifled 
anguiſh.—It is neither pride, vanity, or ambi- 
tion, which induces me now to publith a ſecret _ 
ſo long buried in my boſom. By the afhes of 
our anointed mother, I conjure you to hear 
nay even to believe me.—Born in ob{curity— 
reared in ſolitude, the early victim of misfortune, 
long ſuffering had reconciled my weary foul to 
every evil but diſgrace : againſt that ſhe ftill 
proudly revolts.— The fame blood which flows 
through your veins, burns in tumults alon 
mine, at the very thought of aught unworthy 
—it urges me to aſſert my innocence by indubi- 
table proofs—it w:/l be acquitted, before men 
well as angels ;—nor does the claim thus avowe 
reſt on my declaration alone, your Majeſty will 
ſee in theſe papers the ſolemn atteſtations, the 
unqueſtioned hand-writing of your royal mo- 
ther; in theſe you will find the corroborating 
teſtimonies of many noble and unblemiſhed 
per ſons. - Peruſe them cautiouſly, and oh, be- 
ware how you pre- judge me! Unable to utter 
another word, I almoſt ſunk at the feet of James, 
OY and 
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and gave way to the oppreſſive, the agonizing 
fenſations ſuch an æ a in my life could not fail 
to awaken. The King ſtil] regarded me with an 
irrefolute, uneaſy air, coldly adviſing me to 
compole myſelf by retiring into the antichamber, 
while he peruſed the papers on which he had hi- 
therto only glanced his eye; though even that 
curſory view had deeply tinged his cheek with 
filent conviction. I was met there by the Earl 


of Somerſet, who, perceiving me near fainting, 


ordered water, and ſuch eſſences as are cuſto- 
mary, remaining himſelf by my fide, as if of- 


tentatioufly to convince me he did not influence 


in the leaſt the determination of his royal maſ- 
ter. The bitterneſs of the conflict was, howe- 
ver, over the moment the ſecret was avowed, 


and my ſpirits ſoon began to recover their won- 


ted equanimity. 

The obliging efforts of Somerſet to revive me 
did not paſs unnoticed, though my watchful ear 
followed the footſteps of the King, who ftill 
continued to walk about with an unequal pace, 
ſtopping at intervals. He opened the cloſet door 


at length, and Somerſet retiring out of his ſight, 


made figns to me to re-enter it.— The King 
came forward to meet me with affability, and 
ſeizing my hand ſlightly ſaluted my cheek, — 
„Take courage, madam, faid he, for however 
you may have ſurprized us with this ſudden de- 
claration, and wonderful diſcovery, reverence 
for ous deceaſed mother's rights, and juſticeto 
thoſe you derive from her, oblige us to acknow- 

ledge you as her daughter.“ N | 
And now I was indeed near fainting, I might 
rather ſay dying. — To be at once acknowledged 
as his ſiſter, as the daughter of Mary! Scarce 
| I 


THE REC ESS, &e. 1 


in my happieſt hours had I dared to flatter my- 
ſelf with the promiſe of what was now ſo incre- 
dibly realized, My ſuſceptible ſoul indulged 
the exquilite tranſport, and one ſhort moment 
compenſated for ages of anguiſh. A thouſand 
impaſſioned, incoherent exclamations, burſt from 
. my lips; and Ops. e to the genuine impulſe 
of gratitude and affection, I threw myſelf for 
the firſt time into the arms of a brother, nor 
remembered they were thoſe of a King. Never 
did the moſt conſummate. hypocrite counterfeit 
a joy ſo pure, ſo perfect; and though I could. 
have brought no other proof of my birth, the 
ſacred throbs of nature might well have aſcer- 
tained it. 8 | | 
The King ſat down by me, and turning over 
the papers he ſtill held, queſtioned me at inter 
vals reſpecting thoſe that appeared myſterious or- 
deficient. I entreated his patience while I briefly 
ran through the wonderful events of my life, 
and thus very naturally led his attention toward 
the ſole object of my cares, my hopes, my ex- 
iſtence. J have already heard much of 
your daughter, ſaid James; they tell me ſhe is 
beauty itſelf - why have you thus ſtrangely con- 
cealed her?” As I could not declare my real 
reaſon, which was ſimply want of efteem for his 
character, I pleaded various trifling ones, that 
indeed had never influenced me. Say no more, 
ſaid the King, interrupting me, I eaſily per- 
ceive, Madam, you was not ſo reſerved to every 
one—l plainly diſcern who was your conhdant ; 
had I earlier been entruſted with your ſecret,, it 
would have been happier for all, and I ſhould 
then have been able to account for” He pauſed: 
L 5 ere 
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ere he came to the dear name of his ſon, and 
ſighing, dropt the unfiniſhed ſentence. As to 
me, entranced alike with his unexpected candor, 
graciouſneſs, and generoſity, I ſeverely cenſured 
myſelf for relying on report, and not proving 
the character I ventured to decide upon. I had 
a long converſation with the King afterwards, 
every word of which heightened my confidence, 
efteem, and affection. 1 gathered from many 
expreſſions, that he feared oppoſition on the part 
of the Queen, and his favorite; and was fearful 
this late declaration of his mother's marriage 
with the Duke of Norfolk would not fully ſa- 
tisfy the minds of the people, or eſtabliſh my 
rank ſufficiently. He pauſed upon the whole, 
with the air of one who is a party in what he 
meditates; and I thought the leaſt I could do, 
Was to leave the regulation of the important 
acknowledgment in his choice. — To be vindi- 
cated in his opinion, I truly aſſured him, was 
the firſt object of my life, and I fubmitted my 
general vindication, in the public acknowledg- 
ment of my birth, entirely to his better judg- 
ment. That I had been ſo many years a ſoli- 
tary being in the midſt of ſociety as not to have 
one friend to whoſe inclination I need yield m 
own. In fine, that time had gradually robbed 
me of all intereſted in the important ſecret I had 
juſt confided to him, which now reſted folely 
with him, my daughter, and myſelf. He re- 
plied that, this inflance of my prudence as 
well as regard, infinitely heightened the partia- 
lity he had already conceived for me; nor need 
J fear his delaying the acknowledgment longer 
than was abſolutely neceſſary, fince he could 
not 
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not but look on ſuch relations as ineſtimable ac- 
quiſitions: nevertheleſs, as he had many points 
to conſider, and many perſons to reconcile, he 
recommended to me to continue the fame cir- 
cumſpection I had hitherto ſhewn; but that he 
could not reſtrain his impatience to behold the 
fair maid of whom he had heard ſo much, and 
would come to-morrow evening to a ſeat of my 
Lord Somerſet's, whither he would ſend: for 
myſelf and my daughter, and hoped by that time 
he ſhould be able to aſcertain the day for pub- 
liſhing my birth, with a due regard for his mo- 

ther's honor; after which he could gratify him- 
ſelf by eſtabliſhing me in a fituation that ſhould: 
make me forget all my misfortunes.” — Thoſe 
misfortues were already forgotten in the unhoped= 


for tranſition in my fate. I took my leave with 
the profoundeſt gratitude, burning with impa- 


tience to impart this bleſſed news to my Mary; 
and as the King did not offer to return the pa- 


pers, I thought it better to leave them in his 


hands, than confirm the doubt my long ſilence 
could not but give rife to in his mind, viz. that 
I wanted confidence in his honor. i 

I haſtened to Richmond, and communicated: 


this ſurprizing, this happy event, to my darling 
girl. A thouſand times I enfulded her to my 
delighted heart, and found every tranſport 


doubled in her participation. She tenderly en- 
tered into all my feelings, and ſweetly ſmiled at 


the-eagerneſs with which I ſought to adorn her 


for the next day's introduction. Yet conſider- 
ing the King as the flave of exterior, it was a 
material point to heighten her beauty by every 
adventitious advantage. Jo preſent her in ab- 


ſolute. 
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ſolute black, was to recall the moſt melanchol 
impreſſions to the mind of James; I therefore 
reſolved to lighten her mourning with a fanci- 
ful elegance. I dreſt her in a veſt of black 
velvet thrown back at the boſom in the French 
faſhion, with a femicircle of rich lace points, 
which ſhewed at once her graceful waiſt and 
cheſt to the greateſt advantage. Her petticoat 
was of white ſattin, wrought in deep points 
round the bottom with black velvet, and richly 
fringed with filver. A fuller coat and train of 
Klver muſlin wrought with black, fell over the 
ſattin one, and was looped up to the waiſt at 
regular diſtances by ſtrings of pearl, and dragged 
toward the bottom into points by the weight of 
rich black bugle taſſels and roſes of diamonds. 
Full fleeves of the ſame filver muſlin were 
braced round her arms to the elbow by ſtrings 
of jet, and roſes of diamonds; and from thence 
they were bare, except for ſimilar bracelets 
circling each wriſt. The rich profuſion of her 
auburn hair, which fell in natural curls below 
her waiſt, required no ornament, but to avoid 
the affectation of ſhewing it, ſhe wore a hat of 
white ſattin with a narrow fringe of black 
bugles, and a waving plume of feathers. This 
ſplendid dreſs, on which the legacies of both 
her father and Anana were diſplayed, by ſome 
peculiar happineſs, either in its make or mix- 
ture, became my Mary beyond any I had ever 
ſeen her wear. The fond mother's heart anti- 
cipated the impreſſion ſhe would infallibly make 
on her uncle, and drew from her heightened 
beauty the happieſt preſages. | 

Ah, who could have conjectured that this 
brilliance and parade were only deſtined to fore- 


run 
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run one of the moſt diſmal moments of my 


life !—That an inhuman tyrant had delighted g 


to employ the trembling hand of misfortune in 
decking a gaudy pageant, for herſelf eternally 
to mourn over |! | 7 
At the appointed hour, a cloſe carriage came 
for us with due attendants, and as the King had 
deſired me not to bring any of my own, I rigidly 


obeyed, nor even hinted whither I was going. 


They drove us a long way, while engroſſed by 
meditations on the approaching interview, as 
well as concerning the dear creature by me, I 


hardly knew how the time paſſed. My daugh- 
ter at length obſerved it was farther than ſhe 


expected.—lI looked out, but it was too dark for 
me to diſtinguiſh any object, and all I could 
diſcern was an increaſe of attendants. I called 
out aloud, and one drew near, who to my en- 
quiries reſpectfully replied, that the King had 
been detained in London, whither they were 
haſtening by his orders. This information 
quieted us again; and I ftrove to recall my flut- 
tered ſpirits into their uſual channel, by turn- 
ing the converſation on our future proſpects. 
Nevertheleſs, we went at fo great a rate, that I 
thought it impoſſible we ſhuuld not be near 
London, when all at once I found we were 
driving through an unknown village. The ſur- 
prize this occaſioned, was doubled by my daugh- 
ter's throwing herſelf into my arms.—It was 
not immediately I could comprehend her, when 
ſhe told me that a light which gleamed from the 
window of a cottage, had ſhewn her that we 
were environed with armed ſoldiers. From this. 
alarm we were not yet recovered, when. by: a 
ſudden riſe, and hollow ſound, we perceived we 
| had 
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had paſſed over a draw-bridge; immediately 


after which we ſtopped, As we alighted, I caſt 


my eyes round a large and dreary court-yard, 
where a few ſtraggling centinels were planted, 
but neither lights, ſplendor, or attendants, indi- 
cated a royal gueſt, or a favorite's reſidence. 
The gloomy paſſages through which we were 


uſhered, ſeemed rather to lead to a priſon than 


a palace.—Arrived at an empty apartment I 
gave way at once to the dire, the obvious truth; 
and arraigning in ſilence my own egregious cre- 
dulity, felt, ſeverely felt, its every es. 

An officer, who had preceded us, now offered 
me a packet, which I received as the ſentence 
of my fate, but made no effort to open it. — 
Hope, fear, curioſity, every dear and powerful 
emotion were annihilated by inſtantaneous con- 


viction, and a ſtupor ſucceeded more dangerous 


and dreadful than the moſt violent operations of 
the paſſions. —My daughter, more terrified by 
this {till agony than even the cruel and unex- 
pected event of the evening, threw herſelf at my 
feet.“ Oh, ſpeak to me, my mother | ex- 
claimed the dear one; do not indulge the deſ- 
peration your countenance expreſſes | do not 
conſummate to your poor Mary the horrors of 

the moment !”* 1 gazed at her with a vacant air, 
but nature reſumed her rights, and fondly pluck- 


ing at my heart, the tears I refuſed to my own 
fate, flowed ae. for hers.— 80 young, ſo 
ſo 


fair, fo innocent, ſo noble, - how could I but 
bewail her? Surely thoſe maternal tears alone 
preſerved my ſenſes at a dee when every 
thing conſpired to unſettle them. My Mary, 


by an expreſſive glance, requeſted leave to open 


the packet, and ſtarting at ſight of the paper it 


Con- 


THE RECESS, &c. 237 


contained, put it eagerly into my hand; a 
glance informed me it was that defamatory de- 
claration the crafty Burleigh had deceived my 
ſiſter into ſigning while a priſoner in St, Vin- 
cent's Abbey, The ier in ſending this, only 
added inſult to injury, ſince the teſtimonials [ 
had delivered to him might have invalidated a 
thouſand ſuch vague and artificial falſhoods ; 
yet had it a fortunate effect, for nothing leſs 
could have rouſed my ſpirits from the cold and 
ſullen torpor which every paſſing moment ſeem- 
ed to increaſe.—** Inſolent Barbarian ! exclaim- 
ed I, not content to impriſon the unhappy off- 
ſpring of the Queen who had the misfortune of 
giving thee being, doſt thou delight in villi- 
fying and debaſing even her aſhes !|—Qh, paper! 
dictated and preſerved ſurely for my ruin; by 
what ſingular chance haſt thou ſurvived the very 
views thou wert invented to ſerve ?—Treaſured, 
as it appears, only to effect a ruin your exe- 
crable contriver could not foreſee, — Yet of what 
conſequence is this ſingle atteſtation towards 
annihilating claims all thoſe I delivered had not 
power to eſtabliſh in the judgment of a cruel, 
infidious tyrant, who voluntarily ſhut his heart 
alike to reaſon, virtue, and nature — Devoted _ 
to ſelf-intereſt, vain of a petty talent at deceiv- 
ing, contemptible in every rank, but infamous 
in the higheſt, he meanly watched the generous 
impulſes of my heart, and wrought out of them 
my ruin.—Yet why do I name myſelf ?— Alas, 
of what importance is it to her who no longer 
wiſhes to live where heaven or its arbitrary dele- 
gate ſhall have appointed her to die?—lt is for 
thee, my daughter! for thee alone my ſoul thus. 
overflows with inexpreſſible anguiſh. —Reſcued, 


In 
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in yet unconſcious childhood, from ſlavery, 
neglect, and obſcurity, fortune at one moment 
ſeemed willing to reſtore all the rights of your 
birth, when a weak, credulous, unfortunate, 
mother aſſiſted the cruel wretch who was pre- 
determined to entomb you, and annihilate every 
trace, every memorial, of our dear and honor- 
ed progenitors. —-Nameleſs—diſhonored—your 
blooming youth muſt wither in an unknown 
priſon—blighted by the tears of a parent who can 
never pardon herſelf the extravagant error pro- 
duced by over-fondneſs.—] knew the King to 
be mean, baſe, ſubtle, yet I madly delivered 
into his treacherous hands every thing on which 
our hopes, nay, even our vindication, muſt be 
grounded.“ Hear me, in turn, my dear, my 
honored mother, cried my ſweet gir], bathing 
my hands with tears of veneration and fondneſs. 
Ales] the order of nature is inverted, and I am 
obliged to become the monitor. —Recolle& the 
maxim you have ſo deeply impreſſed upon my 
mind—that the malice of man would in vain 
ſtrive to make us wretched, did not our own 
ungovernable paſſious aid his artful machina- 
tions. Oh, let us reſpect even error when it 
has its ſource in virtue, —To have diſtruſted the 
| King were to deſerve to be rejected leave him. 
then to the contemptible ſatisfaction of havin 
wreſted from the widow and the orphan the lat 
treaſure of their lives, and let us examine what 
he has been compelled to leave us. Have we 
not yet the power of looking down on his 
- throne, and all its ſpecious advantages, even 
from that obſcure priſon where his authority 
confines us: — Have we not the pride of review- 
ing our own hearts without finding aught in 
either 
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either unworthy of our Creator or ourſelves ?— 
For the vain grandeur of that name of which 
he has unfairly deprived us, can it be worth 
regretting whilehe lives to diſhonour 1t !?— 
Fortunately no favorite view depended on its 
attainment, conſequently no hope is blighted 
by the deprivation. Have I not often heard you 
ſay, a noble. mind can become every thing to 


itſelf ?— Let us then riſe ſuperior to our fortune; 


time will ſoon calm our fpirits—reaſon will 
reconcile us to the inconveniencies of our fate, 
and religion elevate us above them. —Mourn not 
then for me, my much-loved mother,“ con- 
cluded the dear one, ſweetly ſmiling through her 
tears, ** ſince I ſhall never think that place a 
priſon which contains you, nor that fate a miſ- 
fortune I owe to your fondneſs.” 


Oh, virtue, how awful doſt thou appear, ſu- 


blimed thus by generoſity! When Iſaw this half - 
blown him 

ſhrinking, I bluſhed to have bowed my head 
before it. When I heard her with Spartan cou- 
rage apply to her own ſituation the noble tenets 
I had ſought, not vainly, to imbue her mind 
with, could I fail to profit by the principles I 
had taught? From the admiration ſhe excited 
in my ſou], ſprung that pure and elevated heroiſm 
| which calms in one moment every human weak- 
neſs, and turbulent paffion ; diſpoſing us to turn 
upon that fate it enables us.to judge of. 

I now recollected that by a fond vanity in 
decking my daughter in all her valuable dia- 
monds, I had inadvertently provided ample 
means to. buy the fidelity of our keepers; nor 
were they aware of our treaſure, as the ſeverity 

of the weather had made me wrap her in a long 
= cloak 


oſſom ſupport the ſtorm without 
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cloak lined with fur. I haſtily ſtripped her 
| coſtly dreſs of its richeſt embelliſhments, and 
ſecreted them. Ah, with what difficulty did I 
ſtifle the tears and anguiſh which ſtruggled at 
my heart when I remembered the different views 
with which I adorned her! 
Scarce had we executed this prudent reſolve, 
ere the man I have mentioned preſented himſelf 
once more ;—he was young—not unpleaſing— 
had an air of . uf and profound reſpec, 
that a little prepoſſeſſed me in his favour, even 
under all the diſadvantages attending our meet- 
ing. Our countenances were now calmed, and 
our reſolutions taken.—He appeared ſurprized 
alike with this tranſition, and the beauty of my 
daughter, whoſe magnificent but diſordered 
arefs had a ſhare of his attention. —He was 
flattered with our civility, and aſſured us 
& every accommodation conſiſtent with the ſtrict 
orders of the King, he ſhould take pleaſure in 
ſupplying us with; and would, with our per- 
miſſion, make us acquainted with our new 
home.” He then produced ſome keys which 
opened double doors at .the farther end of the 
large room we were in, and conducted us into 
a chamber neat and commodious enough. — The 
keys, be informed us, were commit ſolely to 
his charge; and that whenever inclination or 
convenience induced us to change our apart- 
ment, we had only to touch a ſpring he pointed 
out, when he would attend, 'and unlock the 
intermediate doors.—The purport of this ex- 
treme caution was very obvious; it excluded 
every poſſibility of winning over a female ſer- 
vant, as all the. domeſtic offices would now of 
courſe be performed in either room while we 
«+ Occu- 
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occupied the other; nor was he ſuffered to ſup- 
ply us pen, ink, or paper. As the conveniences 
of theſe apartments, and the air of reſpect in 
our guard, ſhewed ſome attention had been paid 
to our welfare, as well as the moſt judicious 
precautions taken to prevent our enlargement, 
I neither imputed the one or the other to the 
King, but rather both to his cunning favorite, 
Our enquiries were interrupted by the entrance 
of two ſervants, who ſet out an elegant ſupper, 
of which neither my daughter or myſelf had ſpi- 
rits to partake. Reſolyed however to gather 
all I could from my attendant, ere another 
ſhould be put in his place, or ſuſpicion make 
him dumb, I aſked the name of the caſtle, and 
its owner; but to theſe queſtions he declared 
himſelf enjoined to refuſe replying ; neverthe- 
leſs, I conjectured from his looks that I did not 
err in ſuppoſing Somerſet directed him. The 
refined artifice of offering to introduce me to the 
King, and even remaining by my ſide, while 
perhaps my ruin was effecting by his will, 
ſeemed entirely conſiſtent with the character 
Prince Henry had given me of that worthleſs 
favorite; though I could find no crime in my 
own conduct could poſſibly irritate him to bury 
us thus alive, unleſs indeed our attachment to 
that lamented royal youth appeared a ſufficient 
one. | 

In the gallery leading to our apartment, I 
obſerved a centine] planted, from whom we 
were ſhut by double doors ſafely locked: per- 
ceiving we were thus — excluded from 
every hope, and chance of freedom, I deſired to 
paſs at once into a chamber, where I did not 

flatter myſelf I ſhould find reſt. 
9 My 
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My firſt employment on riſing was to exa- 
mine the windows, as well as the view from 
them; they were fo cloſely grated as to con- 
vince me however comfortable our reſidence, it 
was (till a priſon. The apartments we occupied, 
formed one ſide of a quadrangle of old buildings, 
moſt probably barracks, but now entirely de- 
ſerted. On making the ſignal, Dunlop (for fo 
was our guard called) readily attended, and we 
paſſed into the other room where we found 
breakfaſt ready. Trunks containing all kinds 
of apparel had been placed there, and Dunlop 
recommended to us to form our minds to 1 
the remainder of our days in confinement, I di 
not ſubmit to hear this without demanding the 
authority by which he acted? He produced an 
order, ſigned by the King, ſtrictly enjoining 
him to keep us in ſafety, and beware we neither 

wrote or received a letter, or indeed held any 
kind of communication with the world.— 
While he ſpoke I examined every lineament of 
his countenance, but fidelity was written there 
in ſuch legible characters, that I dared not 
make any effort to bribe him, left if it failed 
he ſhould publiſh that I had the means, which 
might in a moment utterly impoveriſh me. 

A few weariſome uniform days only had elapſ- 
ed when every hope decayed, and my ſpirits 
flagged at once.—Alas, my mind had no longer 
the vivifying ardor, the inexhauſtible reſources 
of unbroken youth—its bloom had paſſed away 
like a ſhadow, and all'its fire evaporated. —T he 
woful realities of life had diffipated the bright 
illuſions of imagination. — Every human good 
was in my eſtimation ſhrunk into ſo ſmall a 

5 compals, 
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compaſs, that freedom conſtituted a very eſſen- 
tial part of my little poſſeſſions.— I was no longer 
able to rely upon contingencies, and ſunk at 


once under all the ſadneſs of knowledge. Not 


denied the relief of books, I pored over them in 
vain; every idea was ſtill purſuing an abſent 
good, and my ſenſes would reject the ſublimeſt 
author, to follow the careleſs ſteps of a weary 
centinel, or liſten to his whiſtling. | | 
Whether my daughter had ws, 5 more reſo- 


lution than myſelf, or only aſſumed the appear- 


ance of it to ſave me from deſpair, was a point 
I could not aſcertain ; but the complacency of 
her mind and manners was invariable. By a 
thouſand little affectionate artifices ſhe engaged 
me to work while ſhe read, or read while ſhe 
worked, nor would perceive thoſe melancholy 
reveries it was impoſſible to overlook. I was 
not, however, thankleſs for the bleſſing left me. 
That my eyes opened on her every morning, ſtill 
made me bleſs it; and in compoſing myſelf to 


ſleep, I nightly praiſed the God who yet ſuffered 
her to reſt by me. | 


Two tedious months elapſed in undeciſive 


projects. —Dunlop ever preſent, vigilant, and 
reſpectſul, precluded alike complaint and temp- 


tation; but as if to guard himſelf againſt the 
latter, I took notice he now never remained one 


moment alone with us. 
The impoſſibility of forming any judgment 
of our centinels while divided from taem b 


double doors, and the danger of a fruitleſs effort 


to ſeduce one, had at intervals engroſſed my at- 
tention; but the mind cannot dwell for ever on 


a ſingle idea, or a remote and uncertain project. 


Wearied 
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Wearied out with this, another ſuddenly came 
to my relief. Though yet early in the ſpring, 
the weather was uncommonly beautiful, and the 
lenity with which we were treated, left me not 
without hopes of being allowed, under rigid 
limitations, the liberty of walking in whatever 
gardens the caſtle-walls encloſed. By this 
means I could examine the countenances of our 
centinels, and if I faw one in whom humanity 
was not quite extinct, I thought I might find 
ſome means to ſhew him a jewel ; thus proving I 
could largely recompenſe him ſhould he have 
the courage to aſſiſt us. Nor did my lameneſs 
wholly deprive me of the power of walking, 
though it prevented my enjoying the liberty.— 
After confidering this plan in every poflible 
light, I ſaw nothing to forbid the attempt, and 
ventured' the requeſt.—A few anxious days 
Elapſed ere I had the ſatisfactton of finding it 
was granted, on as good terms as I could hope. 
Dunlop acquainted me we muſt walk ſeparately, 
that the perſon confined might be a check upon 
her that was liberated ; who ſhould not remain 
in the garden more than an hour, nor quit his 
fight one moment. Theſe reſtrictions were as 
moderate as I could expect, andlI eagerly prepared 
to profit by the granted permiſſion, ere I ven- 
tured my daughter: certain I ſhould at leaſt 
diſcover the ſtrength, height, and ſituation, of 
the Caſtle.— Dunlop, followed by two other 
men, attended upon me. I caſt an eager eye on 
the centinel on the gallery, but ſaw in him no 
trace of ſenſe, feeling, or curioſity. I found 
the little garden in fo antique a ſtile, and ruinous 
a condition, as plainly proved this diſmantled 
| building 
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building was now only a priſon, whatever its 
former diſtinction. The wall around it appear- 
ed decayed, and not very high—it looked down 

on a moat, apparently dry, From one part of 
the terrace I caught the corner of a tower I fan- 


cied belonged to Windſor Caſtle, but dared not 


venture a word which might imply deſign, and 
returned without aſking a ſingle queſtion. My 
daughter now took her turn, and as we continu- 
ed to claim this relief whenever the weather fa- 
vored, I fancied it improved her health as well 
as my own. 

It chanced, at length, I one day found a cen- 
tine] on guard whoſe eye exprefled both pity 
and curioſity; —Mine addreſſed itſelf to him in a 
moſt pointed manner. Without altering the 
poſition of my hand (in which I always carried 
a diamond for that purpoſe) I opened it, and 
the ſoldier, as I wiſhed, ſurveyed the jewel. —1 
turned my head at the inſtant Dunlop was un- 
locking the door, and the centinel ſhook his 
emphatically. Yet only to have been under- 
ſtood revived at once my ſpirits, and my hopes; 
for to eſcape did not appear ſo impracticable to 
me, as to gain an aſſiſtant. I ſaw him no more 
for a week, but ſoon found that day was the pe- 
riodical one for his attendance.—Involved in a 
thouſand plots, the want of pen and ink ſeemed 
to condemn them all to inhabit only my brain, 
when at once I diſcovered a ſubſtitute for thoſe 
uſeful articles. From the middle of a large 
book, which we had unmoleſted poſſeſſion of, I 
took ſome of the printed leaves, and from the 
concluſion a blank one; out of the firſt I cut 
ſuch words as ſimply conveyed my meaning, 
and ſewed them on the laſt, —** Aſſiſt us to 
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eſcape, and we will make your fortune, was the 
_ ſubſtance of this ſingular but important billet. 
To aſcertain my ability to realize this promiſe, 
I wrapt in it a diamond of ſome value, and car- 
ried both ever in my hand, ſtill hoping fortune 
would enable me for one moment to miſlead the 
attention of my guards : but, alas, Dunlop, far 
from relaxing his vigilance, continually in- 
creaſed it. The two men who followed him in 
the garden, now attended to my door; remain- ; 
ing as ſpies on me while Dunlop opened it.— 
Thus circumſtanced. I could not make the 
flighteſt overture without being liable to detec- 
tion, and I dreaded awakening the moſt diſtant 
doubt, leſt it ſhould condemn us to a more ri- 
gorous confinement. —One favorable omen alone 
occurred. —The ſoldier I had ſelected clearly 
underſtood me.— I ſaw his eye ever anxiouſly 
fixed on my hand, as if eager to transfer its 
contents to his own; nor had I ceaſed to flatter 
myſelf I ſhould yet do ſo, when an unforeſeen 
incident at once annihilated every hope and pro- 
je, and plunged me in the deepeſt ſorrow. 

I had always counted the moments of my 
daughter's abſence, and nothing but the con- 
viction that the air and exerciſe were neceſſary 
towards her health, could have enabled me to 
ſupport it. What then became of me when one 
day I found her walk unuſually lengthened !—I 
endeavoured to perſuade myſelf that my fears 
foreran the danger. —But more than twice the 
uſual time had certainly elapſed ; nor dared I 
venture an enquiry, leſt I ſhould ſuggeſt a hint 
to my perſecutors which hitherto had eſcaped 
them. The hours thus paſſed on, but Mary 
returned not. —Ah, me! while my weak hand 

repeats 
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repeats this, I almoſt expire under the recollec- 


tion. —Every evil my untoward fate had yet 


teemed with, became peace, nay pleaſure, on a 
compariſon with this. — Though the turbulence 
of each ſucceeding ſtorm had ſwept away inva- 
luable treaſures, ſomething yet remained my 
weary ſoul might cling to.— This ſingle gem, 
this ſolitary relique of all my fortunes, more 
dear, more precious from becoming ſo, a dread- 
ful, a deceitful calm had at length ſwallowed 
up even while I was fearleſs of the danger. — 


Heartſtruck—incapable at once either of diſtin- 


guiſhing, or complaining, my reſpiration be- 
came perturbed, and deep, —A ftill agony, more 
dreadful than the wildeſt tumults of the paſſions, 
numbed my very ſoul ; every hair ſeemed to 
ſtart from, and pierce my too-ſenſible brain; 
while drops cold as thoſe of death chaſed one 
another down my ſcarcely throbbing temples. — 


When Dunlop preſented himſelf, I roſe not 


from the earth, I uttered not a ſyllable; but 
lifting an eye to him which would have melted 
a ſavage, he turned away, unable to ſupport 
the ſhock, and offered me ſome order from the 
King, bewailing at the ſame moment the painful 
duty impoſed on him. This rouſed my, torpid 
ſpirits—I tore it indignantly into a thouſand 
atoms ;—reſentment reſtored my ſpeech.—I 
called for 1 Mary in the moſt piercing accents 
nothing could ſuſpend, or mitigate my anguiſh. 
T bitterly reproached Dunlop with tearing the 
beauteous innocent from her mother's boſom, 
only to deliver her up to aſſaſſins. In vain he 
declared himſelf incapable of ſuch villainy, and 
acting under the orders of the King—in'vain he 
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apartment, ſafe, and unhurt.— My ſoul rejected 


all his affertions.—Mary—Mary—Mary !—was 
all my convulſed lips could utter, or my diſ- 


conſolate ſoul diate... 
Ah, God! the ſolitude that ſucceeded 1 


Food, light, air, nay even life itſelf, became 


nauſeous and inſupportable.—Stretched on the 


cold ground—drenched in my own tears, I gave 
way to the deep miſery, the tremendous void 
this barbarous ſeparation. could not but plunge 
-me-in.—How long was it {inte ſhe had been 
the very eſſence of my exiſtence! From the 
ſorrowful moment which gave her into my 
arms, to that which tore her from them, ſhe, 
ſhe alone, had occupied my every ſenſe, and 
enabled me to ſupport every affliction, —Never, 
though I had led her myſelf through an admir- 
ing nation to the altar, and joined her hand 
with that of the incomparable Henry, never 
could even that advantage have compenſated to 
my yearning! heart for the loſs of her ſociety. 
What then muſt it ſuffer to recollect a ſavage 
had wreſted her, for unknown purpoſes, from 


my arms !—Nor could I, amid by the horrors 


* idea teemed with, fox on any diſtinct one. 

Oh, that nclodidil voice Still it ſeemed 
to vibrate on my ear; but no longer could I hear 
it.— That unmatched form gliſtered through 
every tear, but evaporated with it. The moſt 
deadly glooms came over me—a thouſand times 
I raiſed my raſh hand to precipitate—the unfor- 
tunate Roſe Cecil alone withheld me.—I often 
thought I. heard her aerial voice, and 10 8 
fowly ſubſided into reſignktion. S171 1 ; 

| I now exerted every effort to gain upon Di 


lop; 3 n too faithful to * * em N 
| + never 
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T never won more from him than that my 
daughter was ſtill in the Caſtle, not only un- 
hurt, but treated with diſtinction and indul- 
rence. —Yet, how could I credit ſuch impro- 
ere or even if they were true, 
ought not an indulgence ſo partial to alarm 
more ſtrongly a mother's feelings ? To every ſo- 
licitation once more to behold her, I received a 
poſitive. denial; nor was even the liberty of 
walking now allowed me. I often enquired 
why I was thus reſtrained, if no injury was me- 
ditated to my unfortunate child ? To queſtions 
of this kind he never anſwered, but left me to 
my own fluctuating conjectures: They were ſo 
numerous and frightful that conviction could 
hardly aggravate the evil. Nevertheleſs, as 
Dunlop ſeemed ever anxious to compoſe my 
mind by reiterated aſſurances of my poor gul's 
ſafety, and as there was an air of candor in all 
he uttered, I began at length to conclude that 
the contemptible Somerſet had aſpired to the 
niece”. of his maſter, but from being alr' 
married to the divorced Counteſs of Eſſex, had 
not dared to avow his paſſion. . I recollected too 
late the ſingularity of his being with Prince 
Henry when firſt we beheld that amiable youth; 
the afliduous reſpect he had ſhewn in waiting 
on me at Richmond the affected offer of his 
intereſt with a tyrant whoſe will he ſo well 
knew how to make ſubſervient to his own; 
the combination of refined arts by which we 
had been led to throw ourſelves into the pri- 
ſon ſelected for us: — and, finally, that the 
priſon was probably a houſe: of his own. 
Through the whole of this, as well as the man- 
ner we were guarded, there was a policy too 
minute for a King * plan, and too watchful to 
Mie 2 | be 
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be the work of an indifferent perſon. When by 


a juſt turn of thought we inſenſibly unravel any 


hitherto inexplicable event, how does the mind 
diſdain its former blindneſs? I now conſidered 
with wonder my long want of perſpicacity, and 
found ſomething every moment to corroborate, 
and ſtrengthen the idea I had adopted. 

To fix on any thing certain appears to the 
exhauſted ſoul a degree of relief; and though at 
ſome moments I dreaded art and violence might 
be employed, if gentle methods failed to under- 


mine the virtue of my ſweet girl, yet I much 


oftener flattered myſelf ſhe could not inſpire a 
paſſion fo groſs and unworthy ; and knew her 
ſou] ſuperior to every other ſeduction. From 
the inſtant I ventured. once more to hope, all 
my plans for eſcaping revived; I had no longer, 


it is true, the privilege of paſſing beyond my 


apartment, but miſery is ever ingenious, and 1 
was preinformed of the days when the compaſ- 
ſionate centinel guarded the door; nay, I fan- 


cied I often heard him draw near, attracted by 


my ſighs and groans.— The note I had formerly 
prepared was yet in being; I ſewed it to a long 
thin flip of whalebone, and on the day when he 
uſed to be attending, worked it gently under 
both doors, at a time when I judged no other 
perſon near, and ſofcly rapped at the inner one. 
A ſweet hope rekindled in my heart as I felt it 
drawn out of my hand. I watched in vain the 
whole tedious day for a reply, and often fancied 
my. effort had been betrayed to Dunlop; but as 
1'did.not,perceive any alteration in his counte- 
Nance, I became reaſſured ; and concluded that 
the ſoldier could not write, nor perhaps even 
read; and if ſo, a whole week muſt neceſſarily 
elapſe ere I could learn his reſolutions. The 
$<) | expiration 
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expiration of that time verified my laſt conjecture. 
With unſpeakable ſatisfaction I at laſt ſaw a billet 


introduced into my ſolitude, by the ſame means 
J had ſucceſsfully ventured. I was a long time 


decyphering the almoſt unintelligible ſcrawl : 
<« | pity you, lady, from my heart, but I know 
not how to help you; it is true, you are rich, 
and I am very poor, but then it is impoſhble to 


get at you; if you can think of any way, I am 


ready to affift.” Ah, God! how did ] lift up 
my eyes to thee, who hadſt thus ſtrangely open- 
ed once more to me a communication with that 
ſociety from which I had been ſo unfairly wreſt- 
ed! In moments like this every thing appears 
poſſible; already I ſeemed to ſee my priſon gates 
open, my daughter in my arms, and our honeſt 
aſſiſtant rich at once in our wealth and our bleſſ- 
ings. Having had the forefight to prepare an- 
other billet, I conveyed it in the fame manner. 
«<< Worthy ſoldier, is my daughter ſafe, and yet 
in this Caſtle? if ſo, tear away all but the 
word, yes, and my ſoul ſhall for ever bleſs you.“ 
ow pure was the joy with which I received the 
precious monoſyllable! _ * | 
To prepare another billet, comprehending 
my plan, was a work of time;—with what per- 
turbation did I undertake it! To condenſe m 
meaning to a few words, and yet leave it obvi- 
ous to a common capacity, was not an eaſy 
taſk.—I thus at laſt effected it: © generous 
friend, win over him who guards my daughter's 
door, while you are at mine, and I will ſhare 
with both of you the rich jewels I poſſeſs, of 
which you ſaw. only the ſmalleſt, Obſerve the 
form of the keys Dunlop brings—buy many as 
near them as poſſible, and ſo various that ſome 


may certainly fit. —-Procure likewiſe two regi- 


mental 
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mental ſuits, that we may paſs the gate unquei- 
tioned; if you can raiſe the little money ne- 
ceſſary for this, fear not to ſpend it; I will 
make your fortune in the moment our doors are 
opened. Reſtore me to my daughter - conduct 
us to the gate, and we will both beſeech the Al- 
mighty to bleſs the riches we will joyfully leave 
in your hands.“ | 
Having diſpatched this, I waited the deciding 
hour with the moſt anxious impatience; and 
{ſcarce dared to raiſe my eyes from the ground, 
leſt Dunlop ſhould read in them aught that 
mig! alarm his ſuſpicions. 

How to diſpoſe of myſelf and daughter, 
when out of the Caſtle, was a queſtion I could 
not decide upon; but I flattered myſelf that as 
we ſhould have ſome hours ſtart of our perſecu- 
tors, we might reach London; where it would 
not be eaſy to apprehend perſons who had been 
impriſoned without any judicial enquiry or ſen- 
tence, —A greater fear however than that occur- 
red. How, if theſe ſoldiers ſhould not be honeſt 
—the reward we muſt beſtow would prove what 
we poſſeſſed, and our lives might be the forfeit, 
Yet ſuch was my deſperate ſtate, that even this 
reaſonable apprehenſion did not induce me one 
moment to heſitate. 

The appointed time revolved and I received 
another billet. Be ready when all is quiet 
every thing is prepared if any of the keys fit. 
My comrade and ſelf muſt go with you to ſe- 
cure our own ſafety, but it will likewiſe ſecure 
yours.” Oh, how did my heart bound at this 
happy intelligence ;—my languor, my lameneſs, 
all was forgotten, Maternal love, and _ 
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tual fear, ſeemed to wing me with ſupernatural 
powers 25 „ 
As the important moment appreached, I 
knelt and devoutly invoked the aſſiſtance of 
heaven. Ahl not in vain; for the firſt effort 
of the ſoldiers was ſucceſsful. I reached out 
a rich and ready hand to each. — They received 
the contents with extreme ſatisfaction, and con- 
juring me to preſerve the moſt profound ſilence, 
locked the doors, and led me to the further ſide 
of the Caſtle. At the threſhold of my daugh- 
ter's apartment they gave into my hand the diſ- 
guiſes I had deſired, and agreed to wait till we 
were ready, The tender meltings Mothers only 
know thrilled thro' my heart, and ſweetened 
every apprehenſion, as I gently: made my way 
thro' a dark room towards one where I ſaw 
lights ſtill burning: but fearful of alarming 
my ſweet girl, I heſitated: at the door. What 
was my aſtoniſhment to perceive that the apart- 
ment was gay, magnificient, and illuminated ! 


Il thought at firſt that anxiety had bewildered 


my faculties, but their truth became evident 


when they centred at once on my daughter; 


who, elegantly habited, had ſunk on a couch 
aſleep. A writing table covered with due im- 


plements ſtood before her, on which lay a let- 


ter, it appeared to me ſhe had been anſwering. 
The deadly coldneſs, the nameleſs ſenſations 
this extraordinary ſcene could not but occaſion, 


at once ſuſpended even the moſt powerful emo- 


tions of nature. A repulſion ſo terrible obliged 


me to reſt my head againſt: the pillar of the door, 


and ſtruggle ſome time with the fickneſs and 


confuſion of my ſoul, ere I could gather ſtrength: 


to penetrate into the fact. She ſtill continued 
| to. 
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to enjoy a repoſe, it ſeemed to me I never 
ſhould know again, and I had now loſt the wiſh 
of awakening her? of eſcaping—alas, even of 


exiſting! Slowly at length I tottered toward 
the table, and catching at the two letters I men- 
tioned, appeared to graſp in them my very fate. 
The ſignature of the firſt made its contents al- 
molt needleſs. *©** A few days, a very few days 
more, moſt charming of women, and I ſhall 
be able to indulge your every wiſh—every thing 
is now in train :—pain me not therefore in thus 


preſſing an impoſſibility. The heart of your 


Mother is inexorable to me—it has ever been 
ſo, and I neither dare truſt her with the truth, 
or you with one ſo prejudiced, till the law ſhall 
have annulled my deteſted marriage, and the 
King agree to my union with yourſelf—I live 
but in that hope; it ſupports me under all theſe 
long and tedions abſences. Why will you call 
the ſafe home in which you are encloſed, a pri- 
ſon? — The whole world appears ſo to him who 
beholds with pleaſure only that ſpot where you 
dwell. To-morrow I ſhall ſteal an hour to 
paſs with you—ſmile for that hour, my belov- 
ed, and bleſs with a welcome your devoted So- 
merſet,”” 

Of what various, what manifold miſeries is 
the human heart ſuſceptible? none of all the 
exquiſite variety I had hitherto known, ever ſur- 


paſſed this new one. My diſdainful ſoul re- 


_ coiled from even the dear object of its af- 


fections—hypocriſy, that eſſence of all vices, 
had ftolen into her heart under the name of love, 
and blighted the virtues yet bloſſoming—fear- 


fully I peruſed her letter, to end every doubt. 


„What 
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What ages of ſolitude, of ſuffering does 
our love, my lord, impoſe on me! In vain 
you would fill up that place in my heart, a pa- 
rent ſo juſtly revered muſt ever hold. But you 
ſtill talk of to-morrow, and to-morrow—alas, 
it is a day that may perhaps never come—you 
think me vapouriſh, but you know not how 
ſtrangely my illneſs increaſes—it is acute and 
violent Oh that I could lay my burning head 
one moment on my mother's boſom Catherine 
gave me ſome whey yeſterday; I don't know, 
perhaps I wrong her, but I have not been 
_ myſelf ſince. A thouſand gloomy images have 
taken poſſeſſion of my mind; my eager ear is 
filled with imaginary knells; I could fancy 


_ myſelf dying: you will laugh perhaps at this 


weakneſs, but I cannot conquer it—if I ſhould 
indeed judge right, releaſe my mother, I con- 
jure you, and conceal forever from her —— 

Ah, what? exclaimed I in the moſt terrible 
agony, for at this unfiniſhed ſentence the letter 
broke off. —Diſdain, ſuſpenſe, anguiſh, con- 
tended within me, and ſhook my frame like the 
laſt ſtruggle of nature. —Of all the horrors that 
bewildered my mind, one, one alone, could my 
ſenſes aſcertain..-My hapleſs girl was indeed 
dying—wan and ſunken were thoſe cheeks late 
fo florid—the icy fingers of death were impreſ- 
ſed upon her temples, and the eyes ſhe. heavily 
opened, as her woe- ſtruck mother dropt upon 
earth, had no longer either life, beauty, or 
luſtre.— Oh, that my ſoul had eſeaped in the 
groan which followed this horrible conviction ! 
— dhe faintly ſhrieked, and remained in a kind 
of ſtupor; tenderneſs, however, ſoon predo- 
minated over every other ſenſation. I threw my 
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arms round her in ſilence, and the tears which 
deluged her cheeks, alone declared what paſſed 
in my ſoul.—8till ſhe uttered not a word, but 
griped my hands as though the pangs of death 
were indeed upon her. I in vain conjured, in- 
treated her to ſpeak; it was long ere ſhe had 
courage to enter into a detail which ſhe: had nei- 
ther breath or voice to go through. Con- 
demn me not wholly, my mother, at length 
eried the dear one, however appearances may 
incenſe you. I aſk for only life enough to ac- 
quit myſelf, and will to my laſt moment thank 
the God who reſtores me to your arms, though 
only to bluſh away my being in them. Vet 
have I no other crime to avow than that reſerve 
unconquerably interwoven in my nature.— 
Alas, yeſterday I thought it a virtue. —Heaven 
will, perhaps, give me ſtrength to go through 
the ſtory, dat I ought to make the effort. — 
Oh, deign to pardon my compelled abruptneſs, 
and hear me with patien | FE» 
At the moment which firſt- preſented 
Prince Henry to our knowledge, he was accom- 
panied by the Earl of Somerſet. How my eyes 
conceived the partiality my reaſon could never 
eraſe I know not, but they decided at once in 
his favor. — Whether tbe Earl perceived the in- 
voluntary diſtinction, or was led by an equal 
one on his own part, is alike unknown to me; 
but I underſtood: the reluctance: with which he 
gave way to the Prince, whom he left with, us 
the contempt with which you mentioned Lord 
Somerſet, ſtrangely ſhocked. and. alarmed me; 
yet (may I own-it) I ſecretly accuſed the moſt 
upright heart exiſting of pride and prejudice; 
and found a thouſand reaſons for ſuddenly diſ- 


| puting 
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puting a judgment which had hitherto been the 
rule of my o.]n.— During the frequent viſits 
Prince Henry paid you, when prudence induced 
you to ſend me abroad; alas, to what a temp- 
tation did you unconſciouſly expoſe me] So- 
merſet availed himſelf of thoſe opportunities, 
and by diſtant homage confirmed the prepoſſeſ- 


ſion I had already conceived. —W hat ſhame, 


what ſorrow,” what humiliation, has it coſt me 
— Can you ever know ea more exquiſite miſery 
than to beſtow your heart unworthily? to be 
humbled without guilt—compelled to bluſh 


hourly for errors not your ow,n-and reduced 


to a perpetual conflict with thoſe powerful and 
natural emotions which form under more for- 
tunate circumſtances the felicity of youth 
Senſible by the curious attention of others, 
how injurious that of the Earl might in time 


become, I requeſted leave to remain at home; 


and awed, in ſpite of myſelf, by your ſenti- 
ments, boldly reſolved to ſacrifice the erroneous 
inclination of my heart, and received the vows 
of Prince Henry. To ſee you happy, to flat- 
ter him with the hope of being ſo, for a time 
elevated and amuſed my mind; but ſolitude 
ſoon reſtored it to its favorite object: Somerſet 


ſtill preſented: himſelf, and I took pleaſure in 


the tears in which I drowned his admired image. 
- By ſome: means or other I found letters from 
him frequently in my chamber. — I dared not 


enquire how, left I ſhould awaken your ſuſpi- 
cions; alas, perhaps that was one of the fine=- 


- ſpun webs with which love ever veils its errors ! 


1 found him regularly informed of all our de- 
ſigns ;—I knew it was in his power to croſs. 
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them by a word; and I began to eſteem him 
for daring to be ſilent. During the laſt progreſs 


of the King, Somerſet reſolved to profit by the 
abſence of Henry, and, apprized of the inter- 


views we granted the Prince in the pavilion in 
the garden, as well as of my habit of ſitting 
there, determined to take the chance of plead- 
ing his cauſe. - My ſtay was by the riſing of 
the moon unuſually prolonged on the evening 
he had ſelected to preſent ' himſelf before me. 
The pale light ſerved only to ſhadow out his 
form—any human one muſt at ſuch a moment 
have appalled 'me.—I ſhrieked, and was half- 
fainting when the ſound of his voice diſſipated 
my terror. Surprize, perhaps joy, that inſtan- 
taneous confidence we ever repoſe in the object 
beloved, doubtleſs reaſſured him. I was ſcarce 
conſcious I had granted the alliance he demand- 
ed, till he fell at my feet to thank me. The 
manner in which he avowed his paſhon, made 
me ſenſible too late that I had ill-diſguiſed my 


own; I know not whether I ſhould have had 


reſolution to attempt doing ſo much longer, had 
not our converſation been ſuddenly-interrupted 
by Henry. The Prince, to my inexpreſſible 
diſmay, entered the pavillion.— My voice had 


drawn him thither, but the ſound of Somer- 
ſet's made him retreat in contemptuous filence. 


The Earl: would have followed, but I caught 
bis arm and obſtinately withheld him :—then_ 
- conjuring him to haſten to his boat, I flew after 


the Prince. Henry had thrown himſelf on the 


ſcat near the terrace; but ſenſible of the neceſ- 
ſity of ſeparating him and the Earl at ſuch a 
criſis, I intreated the Prince to accompany me 
to the houſe. The light of the moon enabled me 

75 to 
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to judge from his bewildered air of the diſtrac- 


tion of his mind. — I had not courage to break 


a ſilence he voluntarily maintained: yet to part 
under appearances ſo equivocal was impoſſible. I 

heſitated at length a faint explanation. Could 
vou contradi@ the evidence of my ſenſes, ma- 


dam, ſighed the Prince in a low and tender tone, 


I might wiſh to hear you: as it is, ſpare me, I 
conjure you, on a ſubject ſo hateful. I have 
nothing to reproach you with but a reſerve which 


led me to deceive myſelf. —Adieu, I promiſe 

you inviolable filence.—He who once hoped to 
conſtitute your felicity, diſdains to interfere 
with it. Vet one truth I ought perhaps to ap- 


prize you of : your happy, your favored lover, 
is married; think not I wiſh to reap any advan- 
tage from this information never more ſhall I 
breathe a vow at your feet. —Oh, Mary! you 
have undone me !” He wrung my hands in an 
agony of paſſion, and ruſhed through the gar- 


den to conceal the ſobs which continued to 


pierce my heart through my ear. What a night 


did J paſs!—fad prelude to ſo many: miſerablę 


ones. I readily abſented myſelf the next day at 
the Prince's uſual hour of viſiting us. I never 
ſaw him afterwards without pain, humiliation, 
and conſtraint; though he omitted nothing 
likely to reconcile me to himſelf. During the 
fatal illneſs into which he fell, how continually 
did my heart reproach me with increaſing, if 
not cauſing it? and how deeply was my injuſ- 
tice to his merit puniſhed, in the mortifyin 

conviction that Somerſet had dared to deceive 


me What prayers. did I offer up for Henry's © 


recovery—W hat vows to atone for my error, 
by a life devoted to him! Alas, I was not 
f on _ worthy 
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worthy a lover ſo noble; and heaven recalled his 
purer eſſence, while yet unſullied. The ſenſe 
of a hopeleſs and unworthy paſſion mingled 
with the deep grief I could not but feel for his 
loſs. A ſicklineſs and diſguſt ſucceeded rank, 


royalty, diſtinction, every worldly advantage 


combined, could not have diſſipated the gloom 
of my mind, or reconciled me for a moment to 
ſociety. I took no pleaſure in the hopes, you, 
my dear, my generous mother, cheriſhed for 
me; but I would not be ungrateful, and there- 
fore concealed © my ideas. Thus impreſſed, 
what merit was there in that philoſophy which 
enabled me to become your comforter under a 
reverſe I ſcarcely felt? — Ob, that my errors, 
my misfortunes had ended here that I had 
breathed my laſt on your revered boſom while 
yet unconſcious of wounding it! When the 
vain hope of freedom made you ſolicit for a li- 
mited portion of air and exerciſe, how could 
you foreſee the fatal conſequences of that peri- 
odical indulgence] In the firſt of theſe ſolitary 
walks, Somerſet: preſented himſelf before me; 
not the creſted, aſpiring favorite; but ithe ſelf- 
accuſing, the pale, the humble lover. Muy 
eyes wy d the impulſe of my heart, anditurn- 
ed haughtily from him; but he hung on my 
robe, he intreated he conjured, —he world be 
heard. I feel I ſhall not have time to enter in- 
to the long explanation :of his conduct which 
won from me an unwilling pardon, ſuffice it to 
ſay, that he knew every, the moſt: ſecret, 'tranſ- | 
action in our houſe, nor ventured: to marry till 
convinced I was betrothed to Prince tary. 
But, oh! the wretch he eſpouſed Never may 
you know the crimes of. which ſhe has too pro- 
1 bably 
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bably been guilty! It was to Somerſet's inter- 
_ poſition we owed the prolongation of thoſe lives, 
the pride and rage of the King had devoted from 
the moment he read the papers he took a malici- 
ous pleaſure in deftroying.,---Stil anxious for 
me, the Earl owned he had perſuaded James to 
impriſon us in this Caſtle, as well to ſecure our 
ſafety, as to provide us thoſe comforts and con- 
veniencies our royal relation would have de- 
prved us. bf: D Had nol ban gal at al 
I could not be inſenſible to ſervices like theſe ; 
and finding my wrath began to abate, he awak- 
ened my pity, by deſcribing the domeſtic miſe- 
ries an unhappy marriage had impoſed:on him. 
The tears with which my wounded: ſoul blotted 
this picture, induced him ſtill farther to explain 

himſelf, His hopes of a divorce ſeemed rati- 
onally grounded, and J could not but enter into 
his views on that head.— I was not however able 
to perſuade him you would ever think as J did, 
and weakly promiſed a ſecreſy I ought to have 
ſeen the danger of. Vet, the prejudice Which 
induced you to impute even our impriſonment to 
him, ſeemed ſo fixed, ſo unalterable, that though 
a thouſand times the integrity of my nature 
tempted me to unfold to you the only: ſeeret my 
boſom ever teemed with, I ſhrunk: before a mind 
ſo: difguſted, nor dared to utter one ſyllable 
might pain you. The delays of Somerſet, how- 
ever neceſfary, alarmed and diſtreſſed me.—1I 
became cold and melancholy; and too delicate 
to confide to him the true cauſes of this altera- 

tion, he ſoon aſſigned a falſe one. Peeviſhneſs 
and altercation now robbed our interviews of all 
their ſweetneſs. —He often reproached me with 
having opened my heart to you, who alone 
| | : could 
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could thus ſhut it againſt him. —Diſdain urged 
me one day to aſſure him I would do ſo, the belt 
moment I again beheld you.— He left me in a 
tranſport of rage. Alas, my heart became ſen- 
ſible of one every way equal to it, when I found 
I was not permitted to return to your priſon.ä—I 
refuſed to admit him to that allotted for me, and 
gave vent to every extravagance ſo unforeſeen an 
injury muſt excite.— His anſwer convinced me 
that this ſtep had long been meditated. He aſ- 
ſured me he would ſooner die than reſtore me 
to a mother who had ever hated, deteſted, and 
deſpiſed him without any reaſon, till his claim 
took place of hers, and he could call me his 
wife.” The cruel remembrance of what you 
muſt ſuffer, ſoon reduced me to intreaties, and 
ſolemn promiſes of continued ſecreſy. They 
were now, he replied, too late ;-—that he could 
not ſuppoſe it poſſible I ſhould be able to con- 
ceal from you the cauſe of my abſence; and 
this, juſtly ſtrengthening the unreaſonable diſ- 
guſt and hatred you already felt towards him, 
would make you go any, lengths to prevent a 
union you muſt naturally abhor.” 'To this 
he added all he thought likely to ſoothe my em- 
bittered ſpirit, and ſolemnly. aſſured me your 
mind was relieved, by a conviction that this ſe- 
paration was only in conſ:.quence of a new or- 
der from court. ——Although I ſaw in this 
mode of conduct a chicanery and little art, my 
nature diſdained, I was yet glad to imagine it 
lightened to you the heavy affliction our ſepara- 
tion could not but cauſe. I felt too late the 
error of mental reſervation, and had ſufficient 
reaſon to think every evil might branch out from 
that little. root. Having in vain contended with 
2 | the 
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the'man, no leſs maſter of my life than fate, I 
at length was wearied into forgiving him. The 
divorce was now in great forwardneſs, and the 
manifold iniquities of the fiend in human ſhape' 
he had married, ſuch as could not but ſhock, 


and intereſt, a heart diſpoſed to love him. A 


thouſand buſy projects paſled daily from his 
brain to mine, and often intervened between 
myſelf and a mother ſo revered. Every hour 
that went over my head made it more impoſſible 
for me to appear before you but as his wife, and 


I became as eager as himſelf for a day which 
heaven had pre-ordained I ſhould never ſee. 
One who purſued her point more effectually, has 
ſeverely puniſhed all my youthful errors—Oh 


may my premature death be received by him who 


made me, as an expiation I How ſhall I tell 
you and yet I muſt—I have often thought my 
food tinctured with poiſon—yeſterday—Alas, 


my mother, where is now your fortitude ?— 


where is that ſublime reſignation I have ſeen you 


exert ?—forget the vain hopes you once formed 


for me—forget that I am your daughter; oh 7 


think the erring wretch this awful moment re- 
calls, was born to embitter the days that yet re- 
main to you, and adore, even in this painful 


moment, the mercy of the Almighty.—If I have 
not ſinned beyond forgiveneſs, graciouſly extend 
yours to me while yet I am ſenſible of the 


bleſſing.” | 5 

As ſhe threw herſelf into my arms, every 
feature ſeemed ſhrunk, and moulded by the fin- 
gers of death—-Alas l what became of me at this 
criſis ! her paroxyſms were ſcarce more dreadful 
than thoſe that ſeiſed upon my ſoul—every 
emotion of love, friendſhip, and kindred, ap- 
33 peared 
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peared tranquillity, when compared with the 
wild, uncontroulable anguiſh of the robbed, 
the ruined mother. Perpetually ready to give 
vent to the tumultuous execrations my heart 
pronounced againſt the artful, inſidious traitor, 
who had alienated her affections, and warped 
the rectitude of her mind, an intuitive convic- 
tion that ſuch a tranſport would vainly embitter 
the little time .remaining to her, obliged me to 
confine to ſighs and groans all the miſeries of 
the moment. I drew her fondly to my boſom, 
and poured over her pale convulſed cheeks, a 
heart-broken mother's ſolemn abſolution. _ 
One horror only could be added to a ſcene like 
this, nor was it wanting. The centinels, 
weary of waiting, and ſtartled by our groans, 
now abruptly entered the chamber.—Scared at 
the ſight of my daughter expiring in my arms, 
the ſenſe of their own danger ſoon over- ruled 
every other; they urged, they conjured me to 
leave my Mary, now apparently lifeleſs; but they 
urged, they conjured in vain. On her, I was ſo 
ſoon to reſign to her Creator, my whole ſoul was 
nov fixed. — The dear one faintly revived, but 
ſtruck with inconceivable horror at ſight of the 
* ſoldiers, ſhe relapſed into convulſions, griping 
me ſtill cloſer. Ah, God, the cold chill that 
followed !\when I found her hold relax at once 
---the world vaniſhed from before my eyes--- 
they beheld*only the fair form, which ſought a 
grave on the boſom where it firſt found a being. 
=--Inſpired with the fierceneſs of a ſavage, I 
graſped her yet cloſer, ſhrieking tremendouſly, 
and with a ſtrength ſurely ſupernatural. The 
confuſed and incenſed ſoldiers having uſed every 
perſuaſion in vain, made the moſt violent efforts 
| to 
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to ſever me from the laſt, the deareſt, the only 
object of my love. Threats, intreaties, art, 
and force, however, were alike vain nothing 
could tear her from me. They preſented at 
length their bayonets to my boſom, and beheld 
me with ſurprize dare the blow. Perhaps they 
had really pierced it, but that ſome women, at- 
tendant on my daughter, now ruſhed into the 
room. Fears for their own ſafety obliged the 
ſoldiers to forbear urging or enforcing me fur- 


ther. They ſeized the intruders, leſt any of 


them ſhould eſcape, and having bound them, 
ſought ſafety in flight. A terrible calm ſuc- 
ceeded my intenſe deſperation—the blood which 

had tumultuouſly burnt along every vein, now 
returned in torrents, to chod up, and drown 
my heart. The black fumes mounted thence 
to my brain. —With a grief-glazed eye, I con- 


templated the pale and precious cheek from 


whoſe rich coloring I of late drew life, till ig- 
norant that I either ſuffered, or exiſted. 


A SK: w SS, 


dSeldom enough myſelf to diſtinguiſh the 
ſhadowy forms that flitted round my bed, and 


always too indifferent to utter a fingle queſtion, 


I opened not the curtain, nor cared who was 


beyond it. — Vague and ſtifled exclamations 


alone informed me of the danger of that fatal 
fire which raged within my veins :—danger did 
I ſay ?—T ought rather to have called it relief. 
During the ſhort intervals of my delirium, I 
voluntarily ſunk in ſilence under the gloom and 
debility it left. Suddenly I was ſeized with 
ſuch flutters, and graſpings, as ſeemed to indi- 
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cate an immediate termination of every human 
infliction. My weary ſoul hovered at the gate 
of its priſon, and I felt as if a ſingle word would 
releaſe it; but I had neither ability or inclina- 
tion to pronounce that word ; and though I per- 
ceived every curtain was undrawn to give me 
air, I raiſed not my quivering eye-lids to diſtin- 
guiſh the two perſons who anxiouſly held each 
hand, as watching for the laſt beat of the faint 

and hurried pulſe. N | 
While thus in the very ſtruggle and fluctua- 
tion incident to parting nature, a voice ſud- 
denly reached my receding ſenſes—a voice ſo 
mellow, calm, and holy, that life yet lingered 
on it, I diſtinguiſhed theſe words: oh, Al- 
mighty God! with whom do live the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect, when they are delivered 
from their earthly priſons; we humbly com- 
mend the foul of this thy ſervant, our dear 
fiſter, into thy hands, as into thoſe of a faithful 
Creator, and moſt merciful Saviour!“ A faint 
effort I made to releaſe my hands, with the de- 
ſign of raiſing them towards heaven, cauſed the 
prayer to ceaſe. An emotion I could not reſiſt, 
made me lift my dim eyes to behold, if not 
abſolutely an angel, the human being that moſt 
_ reſembled one. At a table near my bed knelt a 
Clergyman, whoſe reverend locks time had en- 
tirely bleached, but it had taken nothing from 
his fine eyes, which ſeemed to reflect the divi- 
nity he ſerved - care and experience had worn 
traces in every perfect feature; and the pale 
purity of virtue, chaſtened alike by ſorrow and 
reſignation, had ſucceeded to the vivid hues of 
youth, hope, and health. I uttered a ligh, and 
faint exclamation. —A ſweet, yet ſad, pleaſure, 
| | wandered 
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wandered through my exhauſted frame, thus to 
be aſſured I had reached the very point of my 
being. Some women decently arrayed in black 
having aſſiſted my infirm and venerable com- 
forter to riſe, conducted him to the ſide of my 
bed, and retired. With a graciouſneſs peculiar 
to himſelf, he adjured me, ſince the mercy of 
the Almighty had unexpeCtedly reſtored my 
intellects, to profit by the indulgence in pre- 
paring my ſoul to appear before him. An im- 
pulſe of gratitude made me raiſe my hand to 
take his, that ſympathetically trembled over me, 
but even this trifling motion made me ſenſible I 
had on many bliſters, which wrung my feeble 
ſenſe even to fainting. The women, as is uſual 
in deſperate caſes, gave me ſome vivifying cor- 
_ dials, and again retired. The reveiend ſtranger 
once more addreſſed me, praiſing the Almighty 
for the reſtoration of my intellects they were 
indeed reſtored, for, oh] the recollection of that 
diſmal event which rendered their loſs a bleſſing, 
returned upon my mind, and made me loath 
the ſuccors I could owe only to the deteſted 
hand that had conſummated my woes! Oh, 
you, cried I, in a broken voice, who thus ſeek 
to comfort the miſerable, inform me firſt to 
whom I owe the benefit ? He pauſed a moment— 
his gracious _ glanced upward, and having 
thus conſulted with his Creator, he anſwered 
me with firmneſs; „ that his name was De 
Vere; the houſhold Chaplain of the Earl of 
Somerſet.” —At that abhorred title I ſhut my 
eyes as though I could have ſhut out retroſpec- 
tion, and waved to him to leave me.“ Raſh, 
_unfortunate woman, returned he in a ſolemn 
and yet tender tone, religion does not permit 
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me to obey you—would you bear into a better 
world, the pride, the paſſions, the prejudices, 
which have certainly embittered, perhaps, ſhort- 
ened your days, in this? Dare you preſent to 
the pure ſource of good, your great, your glo- 
rious Creator, a ſoul yet fallies with voluntary 
frailties and human. imperfection ? Are you 
not on the point of ceaſing to ſuffer, wherefore 
then ſhould you not ceaſe to reſent? Religion 
enjoins you to forget the faults of others, and 
contemplate only your own.—Attend to truth, 
and I will impart it to you—reſolve to be pa- 
tient, and I will pour balm into the deep wounds 
of human calamity—controul your paſſions, and 
I will elevate them, even under the ſtruggles of 
parting nature, by hopes which ſhall ſurely be 
realized, becauſe they centre in immortality.” — 
The author of univerſal being ſeemed to ſpeak 
to me through. his Miniſter—the gathering tu- 
mult ſtood ſuſpended. You addreſs not an 
ingrate, returned I feebly; I have walked in 
peace through life with my God, and fain would 
I die ſo : though ſurely to remember the wretch, 
who precipitates me into eternity by a grief too 
pungent for endurance, with charity, or com- 
-poſure, exceeds my 3 If you have aught 
to reveal that may allay this irritation, be truly 
generous in unfolding it—if atherwiſe, preſent 
ſuch images only to my mind as may drive from 
it that of a villain, whoſe offences you cannot 
extenuate; nor double the agonies even you 
cannot relieve.” It is my only intention, 
-madam, replied he.— Alas, I would not probe 
your wounds even to heal them !—IFf it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſuffer ere we can feel, believe me, I 
want not even that power of ſympathizing with 
77 you; 
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you; yet, mult I reconcile my divine and hu- 
man character, by vindicating the innocent, 
while I ſoothe the unfortunate; though even 
the wealth of nations could not tempt me for 
one moment to palliate guilt. Have you courage 


to hear a letter, given me in hopes of the preſent 


2 


ed to him to-read.  _ | | 
In what words, moſt injured, moſt unfor- 
tunate of women, ſhall the wretch who has un- 
conſciouſly deſtroyed your peace, and his own, 
deprecate the wrath his very idea muſt occa- 
fion?—Alas, overwhelmed with grief, horror, 


opportunity?“ I controuled myſelf, and ſign- 


: 


deſpair, every killing ſenſation, (guilt alone 


malice could wiſh it. | 


excepted) his puniſhment is as acute as Tu 
Jo fill up the meaſure of my afflictions, 

T am informed that the blow which has robbed 
my ſoul of its deareſt hope, ſtruck at your life 
—that even in the wildneſs of . delirium your 
_ curſes purſue me, and you are ready to ſink 
into the grave with unabated hatred. —Tf return- 
ing recalleQion ſhould ever enable you to read, 
or hear, theſe genuine dictates of a breaking 
heart, do it, madam, I conjure you; the late 
juſtice of an acquittal By the ſpotleſs ſpirit of 
the dear loſt angel my fatal love deprived you 
of, hear, pity—if poſſible, forgive me. — Can 
you for a moment believe I would have touch- 


ed a life, dear, precious, to me, even as to your- 


The abandoned woman, to whom heaven as 
a puniſhment for all my ſins united me, diſco- 


TE 


vered by ſome unknown means thoſe views 1 


thought impenetrable; and foreſeeing | 
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completion her own diſgrace, and ruin, ſhe. took 
a deadly means to fave herſelf from both, — 
Already but too familiar with poiſon, and with 
death, ſhe found among the maids attending on 


my dear loſt love, one baſe enough to aid her 
in tranſlating an angel too early to the ſkies. 
To ſay, that I hate, deteſt, and ſhun the exe- 


crable monſter, is ſurely needleſs I even reſign 


her to your juſtice, nor do I wiſh. to ſhelter 


myſelf from it, if you ſtill think me guilty. 
The laſt words of an expiring ſaint are not 
more ardent, more ſincere than thoſe I now 
utter. —Oh, ſtrive then to live, madam, nor let 
my agonized ſoul have the additional misfortune 


of ſhortening your days, and lingering under 


[72 


your curſe nd | 
Alas, of what importance are theſe late con- 
victions? —When a ball has gone through the 
heart, we are incapable of heeding the quarter 
it comes from. 
I could not however refuſe credence to this 
letter, and accuſing myſelf of having hitherto 
perhaps wanted candor towards the author, I 
acquitted myſelf to him, by affording him my 
forgiveneſs. 1 | 
Nature, ever ſhrinking from diſſolution, is 
eafily recalled to a lingering ſufferance ; but 
the exhauſted ſoul no more can recover its 
powers. The activity which once ſupported me 
was gone for ever. — © © 
The venerable divine I have mentioned ſtill 
watched over me, and by the holieſt conſola- 
tions contended with the apathy into which 1 
was ſinking.— But who could heal a heart broken 
by ſo many ſorrows? — That it was . 
one 
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alone could conſole me. Deſtined to turn 
dim eyes around this vaſt globe without finding 
one object on which they could reſt, De Vere 
led them towards heaven; he bade me remember 
that my treaſure was only removed, not taken 
wholly from me; and that every paſſing day 
brought me nearer to recovering it. 

For the execrable woman who had, to the 
ruin of her own ſoul, murdered the only hope 
of 22 I ventured not to imagine a puniſh- 

II dared not truſt myſelf with ſo dan- 

— a 'wiſh.—No, I conſigned her to the 
1 ſhe had offended, and he has, even in this 
world, fearfully, avenged mm. 

The pious De Vere ſhewed, by vreferviae and 
relloting my jewels, the equity of his nature, 
and I made him ſuch acknowledgments as muſt 
latter his heart, and eſtabliſh his fortune. As 
ſoon as I thought myſelf equal to the journey, 
I reſolved to retire to France, that I might at 
leaſt expire in peace, and beſought him to 
accompany me. Not able without ingratitude 
immediately to quit his patron, he comforted 
me — er of Yip 1 wy. yolun- 
tar) exi 2 5 N 
. owunworthy the man who wort thei innocent 
heart of my tranſlated angel ever was of it, 1 


reſiſted the impulſes of deſpair—becauſe J lif- 
tened to the dictates of virtue and religion, and 
deigned to live out the days appointed by the 
Almighty, his narrow ſoul began to believe mine 
ſuſceptible of human conſolation: he dared to 
intrude upon me in the name of the King, late 


offers of — diſtinction, fortune. 
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bad ſoon another convineĩng proof. Becauſe 1 
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Heavens! how could, either imagine I would 
owe aught to thoſe I muſt alike look down;upott? 
— The very idea had well nigh diſartanged my 
feeble faculties, and deſtroyed the religious com- 
poſute of my grief. It however convinced me 
that no oppoſition would be made to my quitting 
that priſon in which I left, alas, all worth en- 
cloſing, —-1 launched once more, into the im- 
menſe world, unknown —unindeared, and wil- 

Iingsto be ſo. TE | 


Ton boruimes 1 oonim 10 
My fever returned on my, landing in France 
with the moſt mortal ſymptoms. Ah l can 1 
fail here to commemorate the ſecond angel thea- 
ven ſent to my aſſiſtance? The arrival of the 
Embaſſador in his way toward England, though 
at firſt an inconvenience, in ſo narrow an aſy- 
lum as an inn, eventually prolonged mydays. 
His dear and lovely daughter was informed af 
my. ſtate—ſhe indulged the ſublime impulſe of 
humanity, which led her tœwards the bed, herr 
lay a forlorn wretch who appeared ready to draw 
her laſt breath in ſilent affliction. She ſummon- 
ed her noble father's phyſician, whoſe ſkill, re- 
1ieved one it could not ſave. She eyen/deigned 
to outſtay the Embaſſador; and, by a gloriens 
principle known only to ſuperior natutes, began 
to love the wretch ſhe ſuccored. A virtue ſs, ex+ 
emplary almoſt reconciled me to the world ham 
ſhortly to quit. Sweet Adelaide, when in this 
faint portrait you ſurvey yourſelf, ſigh for thoſe 
decaying powers which cannot render it more 
BE” That my decline has been prolonged; till this 
narrative is concluded, 1 do not regret; and by 


compliance, I have evinced my ſenſe of your 
1 6 friendſhip : 
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friendſhip -I have now only to die. Vet, 
alas, it is with regret I preſent to your. youth- 
ful eyes ſo. melancholy a chart of my voyage 


through life. Suffer it not to damp, your 


hopes, but rather let it blunt your ſenſe of 
misfortune: for have I not ſaid already, that 
conſummate miſery has a moral uſe, in teachin 
the repiner at little evils to be juſter to his G 
and himſelf? Glorious though inſcrutable are 
all his ways, and ſhort as my time now is, he 
has ſuffered me to ſee his righteous retribution. 
Condemnation, infamy, and ſolitude, are hence- 
forth the portion of Somerſet, and his execrable 
Counteſs.—A ſimilar crime, long buried in ob- 
livion, has been proved upon them, without my 
having once diſturbed the ſacred aſhes of my 
Mary. An act ſo atrocious has broke the tye 
which bound De Vere to the Earl, and I ey 
day expect him. I ſtruggle to retain my! 
breath till I can give it up in his preſence, aſſur- 
ed that his ſuperior ſoul will prepare my frail one 
for a long hereafter, and decently diſpoſe of the 
mortal frame I ſoon muſt leave behind me. 

Dear and lovely friend, you are now in Eng- 
-land.—-Already perhaps your feet have trod 
lightly over thoſe ſpots where my happineſs wi- 
e e if ſenſibility ſhould lead you more 

thoughtfully to retrace them, check every pain- 
ful emotion, by recollecting I ſhall then be paſt 
the power of ſuffering. —Yet, when your noble 
father reconducts you to the home you was born 
to embelliſh, grant a little to the weakneſs of 
mortality, and linger once more on the ſpot 
where we met: the pious De Vere will there 
attend your coming, — Accept from his hand 
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